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RECOGNIZING THE GOOD 

 

We’ve all heard that saying “Don’t judge someone until you’ve walked a mile in their shoes.”  Well I became familiar with 
this statement at a very early age…third grade.  A classmate of mine named Tim was flat out mean.  He beat people up all 
the time and everyone was scared of him.  I just avoided this guy because he was so confrontational.  One day I ended up 
having to sit with him in class because we had to pair off in two’s.  I just knew I was going to get beat up during recess that 
day by Tim.  We sat together and he began to draw doodles on his paper.  They were mean looking little monsters.  He ac-
tually was a real good artist and I got enough courage to say to him “Those are good.”   He just looked at me like he was 
going to kill me.  The next day however he drew again and I watched and approved.  Several days later he came in with a 
black eye and I figured it was just from another fight – but who on earth could ever give Tim a black eye?  I asked him how 
he got it and he shoved me out of the chair onto the floor.  That was embarrassing.  The next day however he told me his 
father gave him the black eye.  His father beat him up.  That really set me back…I remember thinking about that a lot.  I just 
couldn’t imagine what it would be like to get beat up by your dad.  Though I never became good friends with Tim – he left 
me alone all through grade school and I believe to this day it was because I told him he was a good drawer. 
 

Those are two lessons that have stuck with me all through out my life - be slow to condemn - be quick to complement.  It is 
much better than the other way around.  You never know what causes people to do what they do.  Many times there is a 
reason that you might have much empathy for…much understanding if you took the time to find out.  It’s never a good thing 
to rush to judgment.  Tim was mean because that’s probably all he knew how to be.  I would probably be mean too if I grew 
up in a household where I went home at night scared of what might happen to me.  When I got older I might take up drugs 
and alcohol to ease my fears and kill the pain.  I might then wind up jobless and homeless living on the street.  People 
would pass me by wanting nothing to do with me.  I might feel so much shame that it would take hold of me to where I just 
didn’t care anymore.  That could happen.  If our circumstances were different….it could happen to you…it could happen to 
me. 
 

I don’t know what ever became of Tim.  I moved away when I was thirteen.  Thinking about it now, and off and on for nearly 
forty years, I wish I would have had enough courage to try to be his friend.  Maybe I was the first person who ever gave him 
a compliment – caught him doing something right.  Who knows, I might have inspired him to go on to be a famous artist.  I 
could have been the one to change his whole life path.  We have that ability you know…each of us through our words of 
kindness or compassion can change the lives of others.  Our words can give powerful inspiration.  So try daily to do this…to 
look for the good in people…let them know.  It’s easy to find fault.  Finding fault has little value though – it’s pretty much 
worthless.  True inspiration and exceptional motivation comes in finding and recognizing the good things people have to 
offer. 
 

Now my mother might disagree with me on this last thought (mothers and spouses have the exception to this rule)…but my 
mom has enough sense to at least tell me two things I’m doing right to every one thing I’m doing wrong!  You will find a 
compliment touches the heart of others and lingers long on the mind…and that person who you thought you would never 
like and want nothing to do with might just turn out to be your best future friend! 



Camp Benefit 
A Night to Linger 2 

Thursday, February 24, 2011 
7:30 – 10:30pm 

Hackney’s in Palos Park 
9550 W. 123rd St. 

Help us kick off a celebration of 75 
years of camping at The Center! 

 
Join us in a night of honoring Farm and Ranch Camp at The Center. 
Let’s celebrate its success, share memories, and raise money for the 
Camp Scholarship Fund. The night will be filled with a silent auc-
tion, raffles, hors d’ oeuvres, a slideshow, and fun. 
 

$10 advance tickets are required. 
 

Proceeds benefit the Camp Scholarship Fund, helping send children to camp who otherwise would 
be financially unable to attend. 
 

Here's an initial list of great prizes: 
 

» Dell Nickelodeon netbook, 10.1 inch screen 
» Olympus e520 DSLR plus two lenses plus photo lessons 
» Livescribe 2 GB Pulse Smartpen 
» iPod Shuffle, silver, newest generation 
» JBL On Stage Micro II Speaker System for iPod / iPhone 
» iPod Nano, silver, 3rd generation 
» Sterling silver (925) men's bracelet 
» Sterling silver black pearl earrings and pendant 
» Waterford crystal vase 
» plus, 
 

Lots of travel prizes, tickets to events, Center-related items, and gift baskets! And more to come. 
Please stop by or call 708.361.3650 for tickets and more info. 

Alternatively, you may email a ticket request to the.center@mac.com 

mailto:the.center@mac.com


Farm and Ranch Camps… 

and Senior Outdoor Leadership Program! 

Two weeks for children 

entering grades 4th – 12th! 
The Center's Farm and Ranch Camp program is an opportunity for 

young people to live at The Center and to learn and play and grow 

in a healthy, natural setting.  During the coming summer, 160 

campers, ages 9 - 17, will enjoy this outdoor experience of our overnight Farm and Ranch Camps.  

Prospective campers who have not yet registered, should do so as soon as possible. There are 

still spaces for Farm and Ranch Camp boys of all ages and for girls ages 9-12.  The camp program 

includes horseback riding, campcrafts, hayrides, farm animals, teamwork, nature walks, games, 

songs, and plenty of laughter.  There is also still space in our Senior Outdoor Leadership Program 

for teens, where they canoe, learn to lead activities for camp, live in platform tents, backpack, 

and work on team initiatives. Plans are well under way for a wonderful summer of fun, learning 

and outdoor adventure. Four two-week sessions are offered, beginning June 19, July 3, July 17 

and July 31.  Visit or call The Center office for more information or to register for camp today! 

Choose a Session: 
 

Ages 3-6 
Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm 

Beginning March 5th 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 
10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm  

Beginning February 28th, March 1st or 2nd  
 

Ages 6-8 
Saturday 2:00-3:00pm Beginning March 5th 

Monday or Tuesday 4:00-5:00pm 
Beginning February 28th or March 1st 

 
Ages 9-12 

Saturday 3:30-4:30pm Beginning March 5th     
Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm Beginning March 2nd

 

Junior Farmers Spring Kick-Off Session 
4 weeks - $48 

 

Miss Kay is welcoming all junior farmers to participate in the 2011 Spring Kick Off Session.  This 4 
week session will run during the month of March and will focus on preparing our farm for spring 
babies!  Junior Farmers will build nests for the chickens, ducks and geese, and will spend time pre-
paring our animals for the warmer weather.  Come join us as we welcome spring to the farm! 



Farm and Nature 
Discovery Preschool 

February 1, 2011 is the date of open enroll-
ment at the preschool.  At 10:00 a.m.  we 
will be in the Great Hall of the Preschool 
building ready to take your registration.  
All children must be 3 years old and potty 
trained in order to begin school in the fall.  
The registration fee is $80.00 and must be 
turned in with the registration form.   
 

During the month of January, we studied hibernation and animal homes. We explored 
how animals around the world live in the winter, including the animals on our farm. 
 

February is sure to bring lots more fun, exploration, and learning opportunities in our 
preschool. In addition, parents will be hosting our Valentine’s Tea, which is always fun 
for the children as they get to dress up in their fanciest outfits and have a pretend tea 
party. We will also begin learning songs for our end of the year program scheduled in 
May.   
 

If you have any questions or would like a tour of our beautiful school, please call Kristin 
at 708-361-8933 to schedule. 
 

A note from one of our preschool aides... 
My name is Cindy Greene, the students call me Miss Cindy. I’m married to Steve and have two children, 
Scott and Dana. During the 2009/2010 Farm and Nature Discovery preschool year I was substitute 
Teacher’s Aide. At the end of the that year the preschool’s director Kristin Hale asked if I would consider a 
permanent position as an aide for the 2010/2011 school year. I accepted the opportunity. The experience 
so far has been wonderful. I truly enjoy assisting the young students as they prepare themselves for ele-
mentary school. The preschool has so much to offer young children as they set their foundation for a solid 
education. Not only do they experience classroom time, they even get to learn about the world outside the 
classroom. My favorite part of being a teacher’s aide is seeing the expressions on the students’ faces when 
they learn something new.  What a great place to be a part of.  Cindy Greene 

Please Help Us Help Our Community… 
 

Members of our Home of the Clovers 4H club are participating in the Cook 
County Farm Bureau’s Food Drive supporting the Ronald McDonald Houses of 
the Chicagoland area.  This is the 11th annual food drive and last year 3,907 lbs. 
of food were collected.  Our club is hoping to help beat last year’s total and we 
are asking for your support!  Any items from the wish list below would be 
greatly appreciated.  All donations can be brought to The Center’s main office.  
Donations must be received by February 15th.  The Ronald McDonald House 
wish list includes the following: 

Food (canned goods and non-perishable items) 
Laundry detergent and fabric softener 
Cleaning products (scrub pads, sponges, dishwashing liquid) 
Personal care products (deodorant, tooth paste, bath soap, shampoo) 

Thank you for helping to make a difference in our community! 



FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES OF THE MONTH 
 
JANUARY-FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, February 20, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers. 
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, if you were married in January or Febru-
ary, we invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment.  The evening begins 
with a Vespers Service at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the 
lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $70 for dinner 
for two, to be received no later than Feb 7. 

Planning ahead? The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for March 27. 
 

CENTER CINEMA RASHOMON (1950) 88M B/W 
Film Classics Shared and Discussed 
Friday February 4, 6:30 p.m. 
A bandit, a woodcutter, a samurai, and his wife. One afternoon in the woods the wife is raped 
and the samurai is killed. Four very different tales about these events transpire in Akira Kuro-
sawa's enduring classic, which is on countless "top ten" and "must see" lists.  Werner Herzog 
called this beautiful reflection upon the nature of subjectivity "the closest to perfect a film can 
get." Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free. 
 

TOASTMASTERS 

Wednesday evenings, February 2 and 16, 7:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, we invite you to join 

our supportive group.  We take turns leading the meetings and giving speeches, and we having fun doing it.  We're all in this 

effort together and gain confidence from the encouragement of each other.  We invite you to come as a guest to the next 

meeting and to consider becoming a Center Toastmaster.  For more information, talk to Frank Sanders, Dave Sanders, or 

Lois Lauer. 

 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY FROM THE FELLOWCRAFTERS! 
The Chickadees are beginning to sing their love songs in the winter woods, and the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop is filled 
with many Valentine- themed items.  There are delicate, crocheted heart shaped pins and beaded charm bracelets with 
enameled hearts which resemble ―conversation‖ heart candy.  We have lovely heart- shaped wreaths decorated with 
tiny flowers—these will definitely give your home a hint of spring to come.  Scarves, neck warmers, and baby sweaters, 
some with matching booties, are all waiting to keep you or someone special warm until spring returns.  We hope you 
stop in the Gift Shop soon—and listen for the song of the Chickadees as you walk up the path! 

 

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 

Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to anyone seeking spiri-

tual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue.  A good friend of The Center for many years, Kathy Fontaine has 

been trained by the Institute for Spiritual Companionship.  The cost of Kathy’s spiritual companionship is $20/hour, which 

Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund.  Please, call the office for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who 

is here as a spiritual companion all day every Monday. 

 
MIND-BODY FITNESS: New session begins March 7 
6 Monday evenings, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., at the Anderson Center at the Farm 
Wellness/fitness educator Pam Johnson is back to lead this popular weekly experience, using the NIA mind-body tech-
nique, which includes the stillness of Tai-Chi, the dynamic poses of yoga, the explosive power of martial arts, and the 
grace and spontaneity of ethnic dance. Pam offers an opportunity to listen and be in tune with your body, to learn how it 
feels to be in balance without aches and pains, able to move freely like a child, to experience grace and beauty in 
movement, to reconnect with your breath and yourself, and to peel through layers of stress. This class is beneficial for 
all fitness levels and is designed for the beginner as well as for those who have taken some form of mind-body classes 
already. Class fee for 6-week session is $72. Please pre-register by Before March 7. 
 
REIKI 
Sunday, February 27, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  at the Anderson Center at the Farm. 
Reiki (pronounced Ray-Key) is a gentle, relaxing and peaceful form of energy healing, especially beneficial for those 
suffering from physical or emotional pain.   Reiki Master and Social Worker Judy Wiggins will be joined by fellow Reiki 
practitioners to offer their healing services, asking a suggested donation of $10 per participant to The Center.  Advance 
registration is necessary; as participation is limited. Until the 15th of the month, registration is limited to new participants 
in our Reiki program.  After that time, returning participants may register for any remaining spaces.  Meet at the Ander-
son Center at the farm. 



THE CENTER SINGERS 

Monday evenings beginning February 7, 7 - 8 p.m.,  

Director Penny Wills, and rehearsal accompanist Shirley Swanson, welcome folks who enjoy music to join The Center 

Singers.  They sing once a month at Sunday afternoon Vespers plus the Easter morning Sunrise Service.  If you are inter-

ested, call the office for information, or just come on out on February 7th! 

 
LINE DANCING LESSONS! 
Every Friday night in February in the Anderson Center at the Farm, 7 - 8 p.m. 
Professional line dance teacher Maureen Kanadet will teach introductory lessons--a great way to get fit and have fun 
all at once.  $5 per person per night.  Call to pre-register before your first class.  After that, check with Maureen at 
class about the next week's schedule or call the office for confirmation. 

 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY FORUM 

Sunday, February 20, 2-3:30 pm 

Nature Photography instructor Rick Steffen offers monthly get-togethers this winter for photography enthusiasts and 

those looking for photographic inspiration. We watch and discuss amazing films of outstanding nature photography.  

Please call The Center to say you will attend. 
 

CHEF JULIE'S COOKING SCHOOL: Chocolate Éclairs and Crème Puffs! 

Thursday afternoon, February 17, 2-4 pm 
Join Chef Julie as she shows you how to make her famous chocolate éclairs and crème puffs. She'll 
share and demonstrate her recipe as well as her techniques. Everyone will learn the art of piping the 
custard into the pastry, and we'll all join in the fun of creating a tray of delightful looking éclairs and 
crème puffs! 
Cost: $25, includes demonstration, hands-on practice, and sampling! Pre-registration required. 

 
WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! 
Tuesday, February 22, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by Mary 
Ann Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s ―Simple Abundance,‖ 
and other books, including Sarah’s newest: ―Peace and Plenty: Finding Your Path to Financial Se-
renity.‖  The focus of Womantalk is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully.  
Womantalk Coffee Hour cost: $5.  Please call to reserve a spot.   

 
―ARTIST’S WAY” CIRCLES:  Facilitated by Linda Whittaker 

Course Overviews: Tuesday Feb 8, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m., and Wednesday February 9, 7-8 p.m.  

(No-charge, no-commitment necessary, for overview sessions, but please pre-register).   
12 week classes begin: 
Tuesday mornings, February 15, 9:45 - 11:45 a.m., studying ―Becoming a Life Change Artist‖ by Fred Mandell and 
Kathleen Jordan.  This revolutionary book is described as ―a navigational chart to what may be the ultimate art project: 
creating an inspired and purposeful life.‖ 
Wednesday evenings, February 16, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., studying Julia Cameron’s ―The Artists Way,‖ described as a jour-
ney to a more joyful life. 

Students are asked to read the first assignment before the Feb 15 and 16 classes.   
Social Worker/therapist Linda Whittaker facilitates the discussions and sharing as she guides participants through the 
inspiring readings and exercises in each class.   Linda has facilitated Artist’s Way groups for over fifteen years and is 
committed to creating a safe and respectful environment, which allows group members to discover/recover their crea-
tive spirits.   For more information about Linda Whittaker, go to her web page at:  www.psychologytoday.com and type 
60461 in the Find Therapist box. 
 

Join us on Tuesday mornings or Wednesday evenings this winter, and be part of this exciting creative journey.  Class 
fee for each 12 week class: $130.   Students also need to purchase the textbook for their class (available online or at 
some local bookstores.)   
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

Emerson Hill Night, March 13, 5:30 p.m.: Jenny Riddle returns to The Center, this year per-

forming as Julie Andrews! You may remember Jenny’s outstanding performance here last 

year as America’s first ladies.  Help us welcome her back as she dramatizes the life of Julie 

Andrews in story and song.  Dinner and show cost: $16.   

http://www.psychologytoday.com/


Meditation: Attending the Silence  
Every Tuesday evening, 5:30 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. in the parlor. 
Every Monday & Thursday morning 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. in the parlor. 
Please join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able. 
 
Gather Round the Table 
Sunday evening, February 6

th
 & 20th, 6:00 p.m.  

(please note the change in time.  We will end by 7:30 p.m.) in the parlor. 
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer, in the style of the house churches of early Christianity.  We 
remember when Jesus broke bread with his friends and we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of 
deepening their relationship with God.  We gather in a circle of mutuality: open and inclusive—please join us! 
*Since Feb. 6th is Super Bowl Sunday, please call the office and let us know you are coming: 361-3650. 
 
A Field of Compassion continues through the month of February and into the first week of March. 
 
Humanity Ascending: Our Story - featuring Barbara Marx Hubbard. 
Join us either Tuesday evening, February 8

th
 at 6:30 p. m. 

or Thursday morning, February 10
th

 at 10 a. m. for a viewing of this extraordinary film. 
Hubbard has been hailed by the likes of R. Buckminister Fuller and Marianne Williamson as being a leading voice for 
innovative change in the world for the past 40 years.  In this film, Barbara explores the evolutionary history of the cos-
mos and offers her vision of how humanity is being invited to evolve at this moment of time. 
There is no cost, but registration is requested. 
 
VESPERS IN THE CHAPEL 
Every Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins.  The 
Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality of all Center pro-
grams. All are welcome! 

 

 

PERSONAL GROWTH RETREAT: 
Writing a legacy of your values 
Friday, Feb. 18, 5 p.m. – Saturday, Feb. 19, 5 p.m. 
Retreat leaders: 
Eileen Kerlin Walsh, Beth LaMie and Lois Lauer 
You will be invited to reflect upon your life’s journey, and 
write your own personal ―Ethical Will,‖ which is ―a personal 
legacy that transmits your non-material assets…your values, 
your story, the lessons life has taught you, the information 
that is too valuable to risk being lost.‖ Using this wonderful 
description by author Susan Turnbull, Eileen and Beth will 
help you to write meaningful ethical wills--to your children, to 
yourself, perhaps to the world. The weekend will include time for reflection and writing, time for in-
spiring guidance, time for walks in the woods, and of course, time for fellowship, fun, and relaxa-
tion. Eileen Kerlin Walsh is a personal growth seminar leader, inspirational speaker, and practicing 
estate lawyer. Beth LaMie is an international lecturer, author, and personal historian. Cost per par-
ticipant is $116 which includes leadership, accommodations, meals, and all major supplies. Early reg-
istration is advised!  

You deserve a break! Treat yourself to a retreat...Now is the time to register! 

ART BIRTHDAY PARTIES: 
Our children’s art instructors organize fun and creative projects for the party. Each 
party guest creates a project to take home, plus contributes to a group project for 
the birthday boy or girl. You supply the cake and balloons. We supply the creative 
fun! $10 per child plus a $2 - 5 per child supply fee for chosen projects. Talk to one 
of the art teachers or call Lois Lauer to schedule your child’s party today! 



TUESDAY LUNCHEONS         12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
We have a wonderful luncheon and enlightening program every Tuesday at The 
Center.  The luncheons begin at 12:00 Noon and are followed by the program.  Cost 
is $15.  Please make reservations by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon.  
Call 708-361-3650 to make your reservation.   
 

Tuesday, February 1: A Visit to Yellowstone National Park 
This past summer Mark and Mary Walker visited YNP and were treated to a bit of 
an insiders' tour by their friend & park ranger Lawrence Walker. They took more 
than 2,000 pictures, but Mark promises to show only the very best ones in this fun 
look at America's first national park, with a couple of side trips into the Wyoming 
countryside. The emphasis of the show will be on the park's history, legends, 
geological uniqueness, and stunning natural beauty. 

 
 
Tuesday, February 8: "Mardi Gras: Made in China" 
Join us on this "Fat Tuesday" for a scrumptious luncheon, and then a look at a 
most unique film, which focuses on the people behind the scene making those 
highly-coveted cheap and shiny beads to be showered on revelers at the Mardi 
Gras parade.  Described as a story of "globalization gone wild," the award-
winning film cleverly juxtaposes American excess with sweatshop-like conditions 
in China that facilitate the fun in New Orleans.. 
 

Tuesday, February 15:  The Power of Personality 
Teacher and counselor Patricia McEnerney loves to give people hope and encouragement.   In her Powers of 
Personality presentation,  this very positive lady advocates that everyone has the power to lead a happier life--
to renew themselves into a happier person---and she shares her thoughts on how to make it happen for your-
self!   
 
Tuesday, February 22:  George Washington....in person! 
Professional actor Terry Lynch of Orland park will treat us to a dramatic look at our first 
president, from  his days as a farmer in Mt. Vernon to his leadership of our young na-
tion.  Terry performs dramatic reenactments of historical figures, and we are delighted 
that this local talented actor will bring us George Washington---on Washington's birth-
day!  And for dessert, you can probably guess that we'll be having those little red fruits 
from the tree George didn't chop down! 

FAMILY ART                                        Instructor: Shari Wenzel 
   

FOR THE LOVE OF CHOCOLATE: Sunday, February 13, 2 – 3:30 p.m. 

Spend some time creating a special chocolate treat for your loved one, a see

-through heart filled with “love,” and other artistic valentines. 

 

PLANTABLE NOTECARDS: Sunday, March 6, 2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Get a jump start on spring in a creative way! Create a batch of seeded home-

made paper you can plant in the garden and watch grow! 

 

All family art workshops include hands-on creative projects which allow for individ-

ual expression combined with cooperative family effort. Class Fee per workshop: $6 

per person.  Preregistration is required for all our art classes - Thank You! 



KIDS’ ART CLASSES:  
Drawing, Printmaking, Papermaking, Painting, Pottery, And More!   
New 8-week sessions begin Saturday morning, March 12 
Choose 9 - 10:30 am or 10:30 am -12 noon 

Instructors: Grades K-1: Jessie Schaar, 2-3: Sarah Heflin, 4-8: Maggie Martin 
SMALL CLASSES, ENTHUSIASTIC TEACHERS!  

At the Log Cabins, kids become part of a creative community, learn new artistic skills, 
and are encouraged to express their own unique personalities. 
Class Fee: $88.  All materials provided. 
 

ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING                                     Instructors: Lois Hrejsa (afternoon)   
                                                                                                      and Lenox Wallace (evening)(www.lenoxwallace.com) 
New 6 week sessions begin Wednesday evening, March 2, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
 Thursday afternoon, March 3, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.  
 Thursday evening, March 3, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
Both beginning and experienced painters welcome. Receive expert critique and guidance in composition, values, tex-
tures, negative painting, brush stroke usage, and more. Class Fee: $98.  List of required supplies available in office. 
 

PAPERMAKING                         Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com) 
 2 Wednesday evenings, January 26 and February 2, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Create handmade papers for cards and 
stationery, sculpted with hearts and flowers for Valentines and the coming spring.  
 2 Wednesday evenings, March 30 and April 6, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. With inspiration from the Vernal Equinox, cre-
ate handmade papers, for framing or stationery, by "painting" with pulp made from recycled paper and fibers and pet-
als from the garden. 
Class fees: $26 per 2-day workshop plus $10 materials fee per 2-day workshop 
 

GOURDCRAFT  BOWLS, BIRDHOUSES, or BERRY BASKETS* 
                Instructor: Karen Caldwell (www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell) 
Monday, March 14, 1-3:30 p.m. or 6:30 - 9 p.m. 
Create a unique bowl, birdhouse, or basket, using assorted coloring media; acrylic paints, pigment inks and glazes to 
color the designs, and a protective coat for a finishing touch. Class fee: $17 plus $15 
materials fee.  *Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd type or size ready for you.  

**NOTE to returning gourd-craft students: The classroom will be open from 1:00 to 9:00 p.m.  If you have 
already attended a class with Karen and have an unfinished gourd at home, you may register as a follow-up 
student. Class Fee: $6.50 per hour plus $5 materials fee. 
 

LAPIDARY                                                                                   Instructors: Dan and Sonya Snyder and Dave Sanders 
New 5 week session begins Tuesday afternoon, February 22, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
Learn the basics of cutting and polishing stones into beautiful ―gems.‖ Class Fee: $65 plus $10 materials fee. 

Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins! 

Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" at 

 

THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park 

(708) 361-3650 

FEBRUARY-MARCH ART SCHEDULE 2011 

A complete February class schedule containing additional information was published in the January newsletter and 

is available in the office.  The following list is just a reminder of the wonderful opportunities that we offer this month 

and a preview of next month.  We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow!  All classes require pre-

registration. 
 
The programs at the Log Cabin Center for the Arts are partially supported by a grant from the 
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 

http://www.vbartworks.blogspot.com/


PEN AND INK DRAWING                                                                                 Instructor: Lois Hrejsa 
New 6-week session begins Thursday morning, March 3, 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
Work in pen & ink, or, if you choose, in pencil, colored pencil, and charcoal. Focus on basic drawing, with the added 
interest of color or stark black and white contrast.  
Class Fee: $98.  List of required supplies available in office. 
 

STONEWARE POTTERY                         Instructor: Karen Stasky 
New 6-week sessions begin 
Thursday evening, January 27 and March 17, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Create beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases, in addition to interesting decorative 
pieces. New students can expect to learn a variety of hand-building techniques and re-
turning students can learn to throw pots on one of the wheels.  
Class Fee: $78 plus $15 materials fee. 
 

WOODCARVING         Instructor: Keith Miller 
New 6 week sessions begin Wednesday evening, March 2, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
and Thursday morning, March 3, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  
Carve 3-6 projects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people. Returning 
students design their own projects. Class Fee: $78.  
Wood and bench knives are available for purchase in class for approximately $25. 
 

COLLAGE                                     Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com) 
New 6 week session begins Wednesday morning, March 2, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media collages. 
Class Fee: $98. List of required supplies available in office. 
 

BASKETMAKING                                                           Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Ann Fowler (mornings) 
New 6 week sessions begin Monday morning, February 21, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
or Thursday evening, February 3 and March 24, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Start out making easy and beautiful wood-bottomed baskets, with your choice of colored trim. Make 2-3 baskets in 6 
weeks, depending on your style and choice of projects.  Class Fee: $78, plus $25 materials fee 
 

CALLIGRAPHY                                                                     Instructor: Marge Boyd  (www.penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
New 6 week session begins Monday afternoon, February 28, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.  
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering and construct a small book in which you letter and add other decora-
tions. Class Fee: $98. List of required supplies available in office. 
 

QUILTING                                              Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
New 6 week session begins Wednesday afternoon, March 2, 1-3 p.m.  
Create a small quilted sampler, to be used as a baby quilt or wall hanging. Class Fee: $ 78. Purchase your own fabrics 
and batting before the first class.  A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the office.  Bring your own sew-
ing machine. 
 

WEAVING                                                                                                                                        Instructor: Nettie Botts  
New 6 week session begins Wednesday mornings in early February, date TBA, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice. Returning 
weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fee: $78, plus $10 materials fee for 
new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects. 
 

KNITTING                       Instructor: Laurie Lortz 
New 6 week session begins Thursday evening, March 3, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Create your own knitted articles with beautiful fair-trade yarns. For both new and experienced knitters. Class Fee: $78. 
Bring a pair of #8 knitting needles to first class. Students purchase yarns and patterns through the instructor after the 
first class. 
 

PAPER-CRAFTS                            Instructor: Ann Fowler 
BIRTHDAY CARD WORKSHOP: Tuesday, February 22, 9:30 a.m.– 12 noon 
 (create 2 feminine and 2 masculine cards) 
―THINK SPRING!‖ CARDS: Tuesday, March 22, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon  

(create cards with flowers, birds, and even a waterfall!) 
Class fee: $17 per workshop plus $6 materials fee per workshop  
 

SOAP ART!                       Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Wednesday afternoon or evening, February 9, 1 - 2:30 p.m. or 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Create your own glycerin heart-shaped soaps, with printed messages in some of them!  And enjoy Valentine tea and 
cookies while the soaps harden! Class Fee: $10 plus $5 materials fee. 

 

http://penandpaints.blogspot.com/


I‟ve returned to The Center as a volunteer in the office and several people have asked, “What brought you here?” I first 

came as a teen to square dances in the Lodge. I was a camp counselor for a couple of summers before Glenn and I 

were married, by Sandy, in the Wayside Chapel. Soon we joined the Camp Committee and were at one time co-

chairmen of the committee. There were many fundraisers, among them programs by Ned Payne and a „Hootnanny‟, 

held at Carl Sandburg High School. I really enjoyed recruiting the interviewing camp counselors. Later I managed the 

Log Cabin Gift Shop, which included purchasing new items and also antiques to be sold in the shop. After a couple of 

years of this I took a break, but came back to manage the front office. I booked all of the weddings and appointments 

with the minister, retreats, meeting and assorted events. I‟ve also served on the Board of Trustees as did Glenn. So I‟ve 

volunteered, been a staff member, and after working full time in the Loop for many years, I‟m happily back.  
 

Bobbie - We are so happy you decided to come back. The office has become so busy there is really not a quiet day. 

Thank you for giving us your Friday mornings at our front desk. Welcome back!!!  The Center Staff 

Fellowship 

Corner 

Bobbie  

Martin 

Welcome back! 

CANCER AWARENESS BRACELETS                                                 Instructor: Linda Harty 
Monday evening, February 7, 6:30 - 8 pm 
Make a beautiful bracelet with colored beads and a cancer-ribbon charm of your preferred color. 
Class fee: $10, Plus $15 materials fee. 
 
STORY JEWELRY                                                                                                               Instructor: Catherine Myers 
Monday evening, January 24, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Create beautiful personalized ―story jewelry,‖  with beads and stones to represent personal aspects of your life. 
Class fee: $13 plus $15 materials fee 
 

BUDS AND BULBS: NATURE PROJECT AND HIKE        Instruc-
tors: Carol Alesia and Lois Lauer 
Friday afternoon, March 4, 1:00- 2:30 p.m. 
Join Lois and Carol for a hike in the woods to look at the swelling winter buds and 
the first signs of spring.  Go home with branches of pussy willow and forsythia to 
force into bloom, and pots of Snowdrop and Scilia bulbs to flower indoors for an 
early spring! Class Fee: $12. 
 
SPRING WREATHMAKING      Instructor: 
Lois Lauer 
Monday, March 21, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Create a beautiful wreath of twigs on this first day of spring.   The branches are at-
tractively laden with swollen buds at this season, and we'll finish off your choice of a 
round or heart-shaped wreath with a bow of spring-colored ribbon.  Class fee: $12 

 

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops.  Class and materials fees are 
due at time of registration.  All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registra-
tion fee.  No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours 
prior to the beginning of class.  To register by mail, send check and the following information: 
Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send 
birthdate and grade in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information. 



http://www.thecenterpalos.org 

  email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

 

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

   708-361-3650 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 5:30 PM 
Advance Tickets required 
Our favorite Cabaret artist Claudia Hommel returns  to our Emer-
son Hill stage with her clear and beautiful voice, her romantic songs 
from Paris, and her sometimes zany antics, to bring us an evening 
of great entertainment. This is Claudia’s tenth year at The Center, 
bringing her new ―Women of Paris‖ repertoire with singer-pianist 
Elizabeth Doyle and accordionist-pianist Frank Caruso.  Cabaret is 
our fanciest night of the year, with linen-clad Cabaret dining tables 
set up around the stage in the Great Hall of the lodge, and a five-
course gourmet dinner served by a smiling wait staff.  This year’s 
Cabaret will be extra special with Chef Juliana now in the kitchen.  
Her homemade chocolate éclairs are amazing!  This is a night you 
don’t want to miss! 

Dinner cost is $38 per person. Space is limited:  
please make reservations early and be prepared for a great evening.  


