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The Center gives people of all faiths, 

backgrounds, and ages the space to 

dream, grow, and become fully alive—

physically, mentally, emotionally, and 

spiritually. 

THE FUNDRAISER 
 

The first fundraiser I ever went to was for my daughter’s preschool – Palos Montessori School.  I showed up 

with two-hundred dollars thinking that was plenty to have on hand.  The first item up for live auction was a 

doll house made by Miss Pam, one of Lauren’s teachers.  It was made of Popsicle sticks and it went for nearly 

a thousand dollars.  A thousand dollars?  Are you kidding me?  I desperately searched the silent auction tables 

looking for something to bid on.  Aha!  A bronze horse – just what I needed – right?  I proudly signed my 

name – now I was in the game.  I visited with other parents for a while and then went back to check on “my” 

horse.  Someone had bid it up to one-hundred and fifty dollars.  I’ll stop this I thought, and put down one-

hundred and seventy-five.  I watched from the corner of the room.  There he was, another dad, casually bid-

ding it up again.  I went over and looked – it was at one-hundred and eighty.  I must be close to running him 

out of money, so I put it all out there – two-hundred dollars.  He came by, looked, and didn’t sign.  I got it, I 

thought to myself!  I would walk out of here with a bronze horse.  Of course, this would be right in front of 

Kathy Williams, the director, so she’d know I did participate in the fundraiser.  Right at the end however, this 

man came by and took my horse for two-hundred and ten dollars.  I left outbid and empty handed…and come 

to think of it…I had kind of taken a liking to that horse.  The very next day, there sitting in the front office of 

the lodge, was the bronze horse with a note…“Thought you might like this, Bob.”  It sits on my mantle to this 

day and I think Bob is a very thoughtful and nice person. 

 

We all go to these fundraisers, but as a man, I have to say they are frustrating to me.  I find myself looking out 

over a sea of tables filled with flowery stuff.  Where are the Snap-on tools?  How about a Buck knife?  Maybe 

a silver coin? How about something made out of leather?  Even a high powered 15 amp vacuum cleaner 

would perk our interest.  It’s just not there.  All you see are spa packages, soaps, wine baskets, pots and pans, 

dried flower arrangements…yuck.  I’m telling you we just don’t like bidding on this stuff…which brings me 

to the point of my article. 

 

This February 20th is our fundraiser “A Night to Linger.”  It will be held at Hackney’s restaurant, Thursday 

night, in Palos Park starting at 7:00 pm.  The proceeds of this event go into our camp scholarship fund which 

helps children come to camp who otherwise could not afford it.  We expect to give out fifty plus scholarships 

this summer to one-third of our campers.  We have had a camp scholarship program here at The Center for 

over sixty-five years.  It is an excellent program that gives children a wonderful opportunity to be a part of 

The Center for two weeks of riding horses, camping out, singing songs, making friends and being outdoors.  

Through this event (A Night to Linger), the barn dance we held last September, and individual, business and 

service club contributions, we need to raise fifty-thousand dollars.  That is our goal.  We would like to raise 

twenty-five thousand dollars of our goal at this event – A Night to Linger. 

 

There are many ways to contribute to this fundraiser.  First off, buy a ticket and come!  There will be food 

and drink and we would love to see you.  Secondly – there will be a silent auction and a raffle. 

             next page...   



“Where ever you go, there you are.” 
~Jon Kabat-Zinn~ 

 

 Seems obvious enough, doesn’t it? The funny thing about that quote, is that even though it 

seems obviously true, it rarely is!  I mean, we may be watching the 10pm news, but we are thinking 

about the disagreement we had with our boss.  We may be talking with one of our kids, but we are 

thinking about the big project due at work the next day.  You get the picture.  Most of the time, 

whatever we doing, we are not really ‘there.’  We are either remembering the past or anticipating 

the future.  And what is the problem with that you might wonder, since most people do it?  The 

problem with not being where we are, is that then we are living in an imaginary world.  The past is 

just in our memory, the future in our imagination.  Neither place is real.  The only real time is: 

NOW.  When we are present in the NOW, we most often find that our fears and worries don’t mate-

rialize and if they do, somehow we find the strength and skill to deal with them.  When we are in the 

NOW we see things we would have missed if we had stayed trapped in the past or caught up in 

imagining the future.  When we are in the NOW we see more beauty, more possibility, more oppor-

tunity.  So then, how do we get to the NOW?  As Richard Rohr once said:  “You can’t get there, you 

can only be there”  If you try to ‘get’ there, then you think the now is somewhere else…but now 

is….well… now.  And now is so fleeting!  It’s gone the minute you think about it.  So don’t think.  

Just be… and breathe… and pay attention. Paying attention to our breath, to the NOW of our lives 

is the kernel of a practice called “mindfulness.” Mindfulness is simply being aware of what ‘is,’ 

with kindness and curiosity. Mindfulness is the art of being in the NOW, but without judgment or 

critique.  What is, is.  Only by seeing what truly is, can we make a choice for something different.  It 

is curious, that something as simple as being aware of where we are and what we are experienc-

ing…of being mindful…is so difficult.  We get caught up in all regrets and in all of our dreams for 

the future and we forget to be here, NOW. So, if you are interested in practicing the presence of 

NOW, join us on Sunday mornings at 11 am.  We meet in the Lodge to explore different ways of 

waking ourselves up to the present moment.  No reservation is necessary…we just hope you show 

up!   
 

                   Peace! 

Continued from first page....... 

 

Some of the highlights: a one-week stay in Breckenridge, Colorado, an Apple iPad Mini, an Acer Chrome 

Book Notebook Computer, Brighton jewelry, art and jewelry, sports tickets, tools, silver coins and Buck 

knives.  Lets see, men did you get that…tools, silver coins, Buck knives and sports tickets!  Ladies I 

apologize if I’ve offended you – I know I’m being a little facetious.  I can assure you there will be something 

for everyone.  We as a staff will all be there and this is truly a fun night with door prizes and lots of fellow-

ship.  Please come and help The Center raise money for the camp scholarship fund.  We would greatly ap-

preciate your support!  If you can’t make it and want to help – a contribution to the camp scholarship fund is 

always appreciated! 



For your spiritual enrichment………. 
 

Meditation: Attending the Silence ~Tuesday evenings 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm & Thursday mornings: 9:00 am-9:30 am  
Please join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week.  Come whenever you are able. 
 

Loving-Kindness Meditation ~Monday mornings  9:00 am-9:30 am  
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group prayer for 
peace in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able.  Questions may be directed to Chris Hop-
kins, 708-361-3650 

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS! 
 

   Saturday morning Labyrinth walk           Feb. 1st      8:00am and 
   Thursday evening Labyrinth walk           Feb. 6

th
       5:30pm 

Let’s gather at our permanent labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace.  No registration is necessary.  We will walk rain 
or snow or shine (if it’s dark, you may want to bring a flashlight).  Hope to meet you there! 
 

Gather Round the Table           Sunday, February 23
rd

    6:00pm 
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer.  We remember when Jesus broke bread with his disciples and 
friends and we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening their relationship with God.  We gather 
in a circle of mutuality, open and inclusive—please join us! 
 

Monday Morning Book Club            April 14
th

, 10:00-11:45 am 
Our book club will meet 3 more times in 2014.  The dates and titles are: 
April 14 Joshua  by Joseph Girzone 
  July 14 An Altar in the World  by Barbara Brown Taylor 
   Oct.  13 Amish Grace  by Donald B. Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt, and David L. Weaver-Zercher 
 

When Joshua moves to a small cabin on the edge of town, the local people are at first mystified, then confused by his 
presence. A quiet and simple man, he supports himself solely by carpentry and woodworking, and his work is exquisite. 
Even more exquisite, and even more mysterious, is the extraordinary effect he has on everyone he meets. All who 
come in contact with him can't help but be transformed by his incredible warmth. The acceptance and love in his eyes 
and in each action amaze the townspeople. Who is Joshua and just what is he up to? The answer to that question 
amazes them almost as much as the discovery of that same transforming power in each of their own hearts. 
 

MINDFULNESS          Sunday mornings from 11:00am-12:00pm 
We gather to meditate and to reflect upon one aspect of meditation and/or mindfulness.  We actually do a mindful activ-
ity and we spend some time offering each other support and encouragement in our quest to actually be present to our 
lives.  No registration is required.  All are welcome ages 8yrs old and older. 
 

SPIRITUALITY 101 
Tuesday evenings 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Thursday mornings  10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 

“Painting the Stars:  Science, Religion and an Evolving Faith”. 
Celebrating the communion of science and faith, Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary Christian spirituality.   
Registration is required, $5/class 
All are welcome! 
 

Vespers in the Chapel  Every Sunday 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm 
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins.  The 
Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality of all Center programs.  
All are welcome! 
 

Communion  Sunday             February 2
nd

   12:30 pm & 4:30 pm 
On the first Sunday of each month (except August and December) Communion is offered at both of our Chapel services.  
Volunteers are needed to help set up for Communion as well as helping to distribute it.  If you are able and interested, please 
contact Chris Hopkins. ALL ARE WELCOME!   
*Please note:  we always have a non-alcoholic cup. 
 

Family Service Sunday           February 9
th

    10:00 am 
Please join us as we gather inside the Lodge on the west side of Southwest Highway for this family friendly service..  
And we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends! 



 
  
We came back from a wonderful holiday break and jumped right 
into our theme of the Wild, Wild, West. January is a great month to 
learn to square dance and learn about cowhands. The farm always 
has a peace and quiet during the winter but it allows us to really 
explore and see what happens in nature all around us. Lots of 
snow provided some great sledding opportunities. February will 
bring us to a very exciting month learning about safaris. It is al-
ways fun to see what exciting crafts and ventures the teachers 
come up with. There is a lot in store for the children this month, 
including our Valentine’s Day Party which is always a treat thanks 
to our wonderful mom helpers. 
 This month I have the 

opportunity to talk about our fabulous school here at The Center. Our 
school began in 2002 in a little log cabin with less than 30 children. 
The following year, our current building was built. We have grown 
into this school over the last several years, taking over a room once 
used as a camp counselor bunk room. Our school has grown be-
cause of wonderful families who continue to put their trust and faith in 
us by sending each of their children as they become of age. In addi-
tion, they spread the word about how wonderful the school is. Par-
ents really are our best advertising. In 2007, we were able to obtain a 
grant to build a nature-based playground on the side of our building. 
The purpose of this was to have another outdoor space we could use 
when time didn’t allow for the children to venture to the woods, barn, or across the street. 

 Our school prides itself on teaching through immersing chil-
dren in nature. Throughout a child’s school years, they will have 
plenty of time to spend inside of a 4-wall school building. We want 
children to have a great foundation and appreciation for the outdoors 
that they carry with them throughout their lives.  We do this by being 
outdoors, learning about and appreciating nature, the farm and all 
that we have to offer. At the same time, we offer a complete pre-
school academic education focusing on skills needed for elementary 
school. These include, but are not limited to, primary mathematical 
skills, pre-reading skills using Jolly Phonics, science and social study 
concepts, fine motor skills, large motor skills and social skills. We fol-
low all Illinois State Standards, including common core and our chil-

dren are kindergarten ready. This coming fall, we will be starting our very own kindergarten. Again, this is 
because our parents have asked for it. It will be a half day p.m. program that will run 5 days a week. How 
great that a child can now be at the farm for an extra year!! 
 Our teachers and aides are highly qualified and most have been with us for several years. Our 
teachers are here because they love the program and believe in 
what we stand for. 
 
February 3rd is open enrollment so please call as soon as 
possible for a tour, information, or a brochure.  We want eve-
ryone to get their spot secured early.  In order to register, you 
will need to bring a copy of a birth certificate and $80.00 
check or cash.  We begin taking registrations at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Please call Kristin at 708-361-8933 for any information or to 

schedule a tour. 



A Glimpse at 2014 Summer Camp Programs  
at The Children’s Farm… 

The Children’s Farm is a great place to have a unique, memorable summer camp experience.  We have 
summer programs for children ages 3-17!  Programs range from short day classes to overnight, residen-
tial camping and everything in between.  Programs are highlighted below.  Please call the office for infor-
mation as registration is already underway! 

 
Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 10th - 12th  
Senior Outdoor Leadership – 12 nights of outdoor living, adventure challenges, and leadership opportunities through onsite 
activities and off site travel trips.  Canoeing, hiking, and other physical activities are a focus.   
 
Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 8th & 9th   
Ranch Camp – 12 nights of action packed rustic living, trail rides and caring for your own horse.  Camp program includes daily 
horse care, on site riding lessons, half day trail rides and whole day trail rides. 
 
Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 4th – 7th    
Farm Camp - 12 nights or 5 nights (4th graders welcome to 5 night program only) of fresh air, caring for farm animals, riding 
horses, exploring nature, crafts, group games, laughter, friendship and so much more! 
 
Day Camping for Children Entering Grades 2nd – 6th   
Farm Explorers- 5 days (9am-4pm) of caring for the farm animals and horses, camp crafts, hiking, cookouts, group games, sing-
ing, and exploring the natural world around us.  This is a great introduction to our camping programs!  
 
Long Day, Day Camping for Children Entering Grades 3rd – 7th   
Extreme Explorers- 6 days (Sunday evening, Monday-Thursday all day, Friday 1/2 day) side by side with our residential farm 
campers.  This program will mimic Farm Camp except for the overnight stays.  Campers will join us for morning chores, lunch 
and afternoon programs, and also for dinner and evening activities.  We feel this is a great way to satisfy the camper that is 
‘almost’ ready for overnight camp.   
 
Half Day Farm Program for Children ages 6-8   
Junior Farmers- 2 week sessions with classes meeting on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9am-Noon.  This is a 
farm focused program that will give children lots of hands on time with the farm animals and exposure to fun farm activities! 
 
One Hour Farm Program for Children ages 3-6   
Junior Farmers- 2 week sessions with classes meeting on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons from 1pm-2pm or 2:30pm-
3:30pm.  This is a farm focused program that will give very young children an opportunity to experience summertime at the 
farm.  Hands on time with the animals and farm activities will be the focus.  

9700 W 131st St 
Palos Park, IL 60464 
(708) 361-3350 

15300 West Avenue  

Suite 300  

Orland Park, IL 60462 

(708)349-6700 
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EMERSON HILL VALENTINE DINNER: JAZZ BISTRO!  
Sunday, Feb 16, 5:30 p.m.  

with Darlene Baresch and musicians,  
and a  5 course French dinner! 

We offer an evening of Jazz and French cuisine for this year's spe-
cial Valentine evening.  Many of you already know and love Darlene 
and her musicians from our Italian Jazz Trattoria last February and 
our annual spring outdoor jazz concert.  Their music is amazing with 
the grand piano and the acoustics of the lodge.  And so we look for-
ward once again to an evening of great entertainment, accompa-
nied, as always, by a scrumptious 5-course dinner menu, prepared 
by chef  Laura and served at tables around the stage in the great 
hall by Don Shannon and his smiling wait-staff! Advance tickets are 

required ($48 per person.  Space is limited, so please make reservations early and be prepared for a great eve-
ning. We'll be making an advanced seating arrangement for this event;  please indicate your preference of table 
companions when you register. 
 

LAUGHTER CIRCLE: Sunday, Jan. 26, 6 p.m.  
We invite you to join our monthly Laughter Circle.  Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien brings laughter and all its 
benefits to our new Laughter Circle.    What's a laughter circle?  It's a group of people who want to LAUGH!  
Not from jokes or comedy routines. but rather from laughter for the sake of laughter!   Research shows that 
laughter strengthens the immune system, reduces stress and anxiety, alleviates pain, and helps people get 
along better.  Kathy is an R.N. and an Advanced  Certified Laughter Leader who is sure to tickle your funny 
bone!  Suggested donation of $10 per month. Please call to reserve a spot! 
 

THE CENTER SINGERS Every Monday, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
The Center Singers, a volunteer choral group of folks who enjoy music, have rehearsals each Monday eve-
ning from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Lodge. The group sings once each month at Chapel Vespers and at the 
Easter Sunrise Service, and always welcomes new members.!  
 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, February 9, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers. 
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, if you were married in January 
or February, we invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment.  
The evening begins with a Vespers Service at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gra-
cious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows cere-
mony. For reservations, send $80 for dinner for two, to be received no later than Jan 27. 
Planning ahead? The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for March 9. 

 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY FROM THE FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP!  Our 
little shop is brimming over with wonderful items for Valentine’s Day for yourself or 
for your special Valentines.  We hope you will stop in the Gift Shop soon to see 
our fun collection of lovingly handmade items! 
 
REIKI --will resume in March or April on the last Sunday 
night of the month 
 
GENTLE YOGA CLASSES 

5 Tuesday evenings, beginning Jan. 28, 6:30 - 8 pm, at the Anderson Activity Center 
at the farm  
We invite you to this series of gentle, restorative yoga classes taught by yoga instruc-
tor Valerie Lindstrom.   The classes will include discussion and practice on breathing, 
relaxation, and centering, as well as movement and poses.  Dress in comfortable 
clothing; bring a yoga mat.  Meet at the Anderson Center at the farm.   Class fee: $50.  
Preregistration required.    



Men’s Point Of View (POV) meets February 11th at 7pm to discuss Stephen Ambrose’s book about Lewis & 
Clark called Undaunted Courage. 
 
TOASTMASTERS: Wednesday evenings, February 5 and 19, 7:00 p.m. 
If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, we 
invite you to join our supportive group. We take turns leading the meetings and 
giving speeches, and we have fun doing it. We're all in this effort together and 

gain confidence from the encouragement of each other. We 
invite you to come as a guest to the next meeting and to 
consider becoming a Center Toastmaster. For more infor-
mation, talk to Dave Sanders or Lois Lauer. 
 
CENTER CINEMA Casablanca (1942) Michael Curtiz, 102m 
Film Classics Shared and Discussed Friday, February 28, 6:30 - 9 pm 
 One of the most beloved America pictures ever. Triple Oscar winner. Bogart 
and Bergman. ‘Nuff said. Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but 
RSVP. 
 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY FORUM: Sunday, February 16, 2-3:30 pm 
Nature Photography instructor Rick Steffen offers monthly get-togethers this winter for photography enthusi-
asts and those looking for photographic inspiration. We watch and discuss amazing films of outstanding nature 
photography. Please call The Center to say you will attend. 
 
SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP: Every Tuesday 
Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to anyone 
seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. A good friend of The Center for many years, 
Kathy Fontaine has been trained by the Institute for Spiritual Companionship. The cost of Kathy’s spiritual com-
panionship is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please, call the office for details 

about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every 
Tuesday. 
 
WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! Tuesday, February 25, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by 
MaryAnn Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s 
“Simple Abundance” or any other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to 
share. The focus of Womantalk is on learning to live authentically, joy-
fully, simply, and gratefully. No fee, but please call to reserve a spot.  
 

“ARTIST’S WAY” CIRCLE---for anyone who wants to live creatively and joyfully. This is 
not just about painting or other specific art forms; it is about the “art of living.”  Facilitator: 
Robin Neumann.  
        Course Overview: Thursday morning, Feb. 6, 10 - 11 a.m  
 An opportunity to find out more before making a commitment. Come and learn 
about the program and meet the other participants. No fee for overview session, and no 
commitment, but please call to register. 
The actual course begins a week later and requires pre-registration: 12 Thursday morn-
ings, beginning February 13, 10 a.m.  -12 noon. Studying Twyla Tharp’s The Creative Habit: Learn it and 
Use it for Life. Whether you are a painter, musician, businessperson, or simply an individual yearning to put 
your creativity to use, The Creative Habit provides you with thirty-two practical exercises.  Robin Neumann 
studied art education at the U. of Wis., has participated in Artist’s Way groups for the past 9 years, and is a 
wonderfully creative and talented visual artist. She loves helping students at The Center connect to their in-
ner creative spirit in a safe and respectful environment through the inspirational readings, discussions, and 
exercises of our Artist’s Way Circle. Class fee for 12 week class: $136. Pre-registration is required. Students 
also need to purchase their textbook online or at a local bookstore and are asked to read the first assign-
ment before the first class on Feb.13.   



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

   Thursday, February 20, 2014 

7:00 – 10pm 

at Hackney’s in Palos Park 

9550 W. 123rd St. 

$10 ADVANCE  

TICKETS REQUIRED 

AND ARE AVAILABLE 

NOW IN OUR OFFICE 

COME OUT FO
R A 

GREAT CAUSE AND 

A GREAT TIM
E!!!

 

WAY-FINDERS CIRCLE---previously our Tuesday morning Artist Way Circle, now renamed 
(actually we are trying out various names---may change again!) to reflect the intention of the 
group to explore the psycho/spiritual mysteries of our lives and relationships.  
Facilitator: Sharon Butler  

Course Overview: Tuesday morning, Feb. 18, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
An opportunity to find out more before making a commitment. Come and learn about the 
program and meet the other participants. No fee for overview session, and no commitment, 
but please call to register. 
The actual course begins a week later and requires pre-registration: 12 Tuesday mornings, 

beginning February 25, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. Studying David Richo’s Coming Home to Who You Are:  Discovering 
Your Natural Capacity for Love, Integrity, and Compassion. According to Richo, a Jungian-trained, Buddhist-
practicing psychotherapist, we already possess everything we need to have satisfying relationships and a 
happy, fulfilling life… we need to learn how to bring forth our natural wisdom—which includes our innate kind-
ness, understanding, and courage. As the book is not long, the group may decide on a second book for the 
last weeks of the course. Counselor Sharon Butler (MHS, CRADC) has been a part of our Artist Way groups 
for several years and has led our Summer Wellness group for the past 5 summers. She is looking forward to 
facilitating the group this spring and is committed to creating a safe and respectful environment which allows 
group members to probe deeply and honestly into their hearts and minds. Class fee for 12 week class: $136. 
Pre-registration is required. Students also need to purchase their textbook online or at a local bookstore and 
are asked to read the first assignment before the first class on Feb. 25.   
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 
 
Monday, March 3, 9 a.m.: Tickets go on sale for Easter Egg Roundup (which will be 
Saturday April 19--a fantastic day for kids at the farm!)(Advanced tickets required: 
$22) 
 
 
 

Emerson Hill Night, Sunday, March 16, beginning with 5:30 p.m. corned beef dinner: An 
evening of music with vibraphonist Glenn Ellison. Dinner and program cost: $18.  Reser-
vations required.  

Don’t forget.......Night To Linger 5.... is just around the corner!!! 



TUESDAY LUNCHEONS 

12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Each Tuesday, we invite you to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching pro-

gram.  Advance reservations are required by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon.  
Luncheons cost $17.  Call The Center office for reservations: 361-3650.  Both the luncheon 

and the program are always delightful.   
 

 

Tuesday, February 4: Arctic Dreams!   Join us for a fascinating DVD about the life and work 
of a truly remarkable woman, Mardy Murie.  Arctic dogsledder, wilderness adventurer, and 
courageous explorer, Mardy Murie was committed to protecting wilderness as public lands 
and is known as the “grandmother of the conservation movement.”  From her first glimpse of 
Alaska as a young girl, Margaret "Mardy" Murie had a special connection to the Northland.  
She married Olaus Murie, a wildlife biologist, and they honeymooned on a 3 month boat 
and dog sled expedition into the Alaskan Brooks Range. Mardy and their children accom-
panied Olaus on his trips into the Alaska wilderness to study the wildlife. When Olaus re-
tires both Mardy and Olaus decided to devote their lives to protecting the Alaskan wilder-
ness that they both loved so much.  Narrated by Harrison Ford, with 
music by John Denver and interviews with Mardy Murie.  
 

Tuesday, February 11: Smart Phones for Dummies  
What's an "app," you ask?  Our very own IT geek, Center Development Director Mark 
Walker, will answer that and also any other questions about  the basics of calling, sending 
messages, taking  photographs, and accessing email and websites on the new "smart" 
phones. Mark would love for you to give him questions  in advance (send to 
the.center@mac.com).  If you are too new to this to know what questions to ask, not to 
worry:  Mark's a great teacher.  He'll help you figure out what you need to know and help 
you make the most of your amazing new hi-tech partner! 

 
Tuesday, February 18: New Book about the History of Palos Park 
Librarians Jeannine Kacmar and Sheila Sosnicki bring us an illustrated presentation on the 
stories and photos behind their new book which highlights the fascinating history of Palos 
Park as immigrant farmland, artist colony, hikers paradise, golf mecca, and eventually a 
metropolitan suburb.  Included in the book, written by Jeannine in partnership with Arcadia 
Publishing, are several photos and stories revealing historical glimpses into The Center's 
past.   Join us for a fascinating afternoon of local history! 
 
Tuesday, February 25: J.P.Moneybags!  
Actor Terry Lynch portrays J.P. Moneybags, a turn of the 20th cen-
tury businessman who discusses the road to success for early Chi-

cago entrepreneurs such as Marshall Field, William Wrigley, Charles Walgreen, Ray 
Kroc, and Frederick Maytag....all men who never gave up on their dreams!  Terry has 
performed here previously as George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and Teddy 
Roosevelt, and never fails to delight us with his historical portrayals! Please join us for 
an entertaining, and informative afternoon.....we look forward to seeing you!    
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

 
Tuesday Luncheon, March 4 (also known as "March forth!"), 12 noon:  
Lois Lauer and Mark Walker will share some fun with the English language  and  punctuation,  
including a look at Lynne Truss’ “Eats, Shoots and Leaves” bestseller, all in good fun and in 
honor of National Grammar Day!  ($17. Reservations required) 
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  Night to Linger 5 
 

 Thursday, February 20, 2014 

     7:00 – 10pm 

  At Hackney’s in Palos Park 

  9550 W. 123rd St. 
 

Join us in a night of honoring Farm and Ranch Camp at The Center. Let’s celebrate 

its success, share memories, and raise money for the Camp Scholarship Fund. The 

night will be filled with a silent auction, raffles, hors d’ oeuvres, a slideshow, and 

fun.  
 

Proceeds benefit the Camp Scholarship Fund, helping send children to camp who 

otherwise would be financially unable to attend. Last year, more than one-third of 

our 150 campers received camp scholarships amounting to more than $40,000 in 

need-based awards. 
 

$10 advance tickets are required and are available in our office.  

Please call 708.361.3650 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here's an initial list of great prizes: 
 

APPLE IPAD MINI  MEN’S & WOMEN’S JEWELRY  TOOLS & GIZMOS  TOYS & VIDEO GAMES  KINDLE 6-

INCH WI-FI E-READER  GOLF ROUNDS PLUS GOLFBALLS  ACER CHROMEBOOK COMPUTER  VACATION 

PACKAGES  ELECTRONICS  LOCAL MERCHANT GIFT CARDS & TICKETS TO THEATER & SPORTS  UNIQUE 

FRAMED PHOTO OF THE CENTER & PLENTY OF CENTER-RELATED PRIZES  ART BY CENTER ARTISTS  DVD 

PACKAGES  LOTS & LOTS OF GIFT BASKETS  CUSTOM JEWELRY BY DAN SNYDER  

 

COME OUT FOR A GREAT CAUSE AND A GREAT TIME!!! 

 

$10 ADVANCE TICKETS REQUIRED 

AND ARE AVAILABLE NOW IN OUR OFFICE 



Drawing 

by 

Lois Hrejsa 

Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins! Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" at 
 

THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 

FEBRUARY-MARCH ART SCHEDULE 2014 
We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow!  All classes require pre-registration. 

 

Kudos!!!  Thanks to all who donated to the Picasso Fund! We are extremely grateful to our committed art commu-

nity of students and teachers and friends who gave $7977 during the months of November and December to gener-

ate dollar for dollar matching funds from our anonymous donor, whom we nicknamed "Picasso." The money from 

both "Picasso" and the art donors has been added to The Center's reserve fund to help The Center in its recovery 

from the impact of the economic stress of the past few years. 

           CHILDREN  AND TEEN CLASSES 
 
LOG CABIN ART FOR KIDS!               Instructors:  Jessie Schaar and Heather Young  
Drawing, printmaking, pottery, papier-mâché, painting, papermaking, and more!    
6 Saturday mornings beginning March 1 (skip 3/29) 
Choose either the 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. class, or the 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon class 
Our enthusiastic art teachers invite kids to develop their artistic talents and to learn new 
ways to express their creativity. Kids have tremendous creative energy and our experi-
enced teachers know how to channel and enhance it!  The young people delight in these 
hands-on opportunities to see and express the beauty of life and nature surrounding them 
at The Center. Each season of the year offers new projects and new areas to explore. The 
classes are kept small to encourage individual self-expression.  Class Fee: $72, includes all 
supplies, and each session ends with an art show of the students' creations.    

 

Thanks to the Brighton Collectibles Americana campaign,  
scholarships for kids and teen art are available, based on financial need.   

 

TEEN CLASSES                                                                                                                      Instructor: Heather Young 
Teen Pottery (grades 7-12) 6 Monday evenings, beginning March 3, 6:30- 8:00 p.m.     

Art instructor Heather Young is an excellent potter and invites artistic teens to pursue their creative yearn-
ings in the pottery studio. Heather will offer instruction in both hand-building techniques and 
throwing pots on the wheels. Class Fee: $78 includes all supplies. 
 

TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes.  Please inquire. 
 

              FAMILY CLASSES 
Family Pottery              Instructor: Heather Young 

2 Wednesday eves, Feb 12 (clay) and 19 (glaze), 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.: MASK  MAKING! 
(make a ceramic mask depicting a human, animal, or monster!) 

2 Wednesday eves, March 12 (clay) and 19 (glaze), 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.: FLOWER POTS! 
(spring flower pinch pots and coil pots, with fun surface textures and details) 

The first night of each class is for clay. Then the pieces are kiln fired to a stone-like hardness. 
The second class night is for applying the glaze. The pieces are then fired a second time to melt 
the glaze into a shiny finish.  Pottery pickup is a week after the last class. Workshop fee: $16 per person  

 
    ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 
   
New!   PASTEL PAINTING                        Instructor: Susan Flanagan (www.sueflanagan.com) 
6 Monday mornings beginning Feb 3, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.   

Beginners and experienced painters are welcome to explore the many creative possibilities of painting with 
soft pastels.  Develop your individual style as you paint using your own photograph or a still life provided by the 
instructor.  Learn the principles of composition, shape, color, and value, as well as techniques for under painting 
and pastel applications. Class fee: $84. List of required supplies available in office. 



PAPERMAKING               Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com)  
2 Wed. evenings, Jan. 29 and Feb. 5, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
We'll create handmade papers, both flat and formed in molds for an embossed look, all 
useful as Valentines, stationery, or other creative projects.    Class fee: $25 for both nights 
plus $10 materials fee (single night registrations also available @$14 class fee plus $5 
materials) 
  

DRAWING                Instructor:  Lois Hrejsa  
6 Thursday mornings beginning Feb, 27, 9:00-11:30 a.m.   

Work in pencil or pen and ink to achieve a realistic three dimensional effect on a two dimensional sur-
face.   Value, perspective, composition, landscape, still life and portraiture will be explored.  Students with 
drawing experience will be encouraged to try other  drawing materials such as colored pencils or watercolor 
washes combined with pen and ink.  Individual and group critiques will help point out what has worked  and 
how to improve that which has not. Class Fee: $103.  List of required supplies available in office.  
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING      Instructors: Lois Hrejsa and Lenox Wallace (www.lenoxwallace.com) 
6  Wednesday evenings beginning Feb. 26, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning Feb.27, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.  
or  6 Thursday evenings, beginning Feb. 27, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
Wednesday evenings with Lenox Wallace feature structured lessons for beginning wa-
tercolorists with critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, negative paint-
ing, brush stroke usage, and more. Thursday evenings with Lenox Wallace are for ex-
perienced painters, each working individually with occasional guidance and critique.  
Thursday afternoons with Lois Hrejsa include instruction in color mixing and theory, 
washes, light and shadow, glazing and negative painting for new students, while inter-
mediate and advance students have the opportunity to further express themselves in 
watercolor with attention to areas of interest to the individual student. Opportunities will 
arise to expand the advanced students' painting experiences. Individual and group cri-
tiques will point out what has worked and how to improve that which has not. 
Class Fee: $103.  List of required supplies available in office. 

  

QUILTING                                                                             Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning Feb. 26 , 1-3 p.m.  
Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics.  Join our merry 
group of quilters, as you learn to design your project, cut your fabrics, piece them 
together, add batting and backing, and stitch it all together to create a baby quilt, 
wall hanging, or other pieced fabric project.   Class Fee: $ 84.  Purchase your own 
fabrics and batting before the first class.  A list of required fabrics and supplies is 
available in the office. 
 

STONEWARE POTTERY                                Instructor: Karen Stasky 
6 Thursday evenings beginning March 6, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as  beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases, in 
addition to interesting decorative pieces.  Beginner? Learn a variety of hand-building techniques.  Returning 
student?  Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels.  Class Fee: $84 plus $15 materials fee  
 

SILVERSMITHING                           Instructor: Dan Snyder 
6 Monday afternoons, beginning Feb.3, 2-4 p.m. 
Want to learn the art of silver-smithing? This is an intermediate/advanced class in which you learn to design, 
saw, file, solder, and polish silver in order to create beautiful sterling silver jewelry pins, pendants, brooches, 
bracelets, and more.  Class fee: $84. Materials fee: Students can expect to pay $40-$50 in silver costs, to be 
paid directly to the instructor. 
 

LAPIDARY                      Instructor: Larry Rothenberg  
6 Monday mornings, beginning Feb. 24, 9 -11 a.m. 
or 6 Wednesday evenings, beginning Feb. 26, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones.  Create a pair of round or oval stones, and then 
advance to more complex designs.  Class Fee: $84 plus $10 new student materials fee for introductory pro-
jects.  Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.   

http://www.vbartworks.blogspot.com
http://www.lenoxwallace.com


SILVER JEWELRY                          Instructor: Dan Snyder 
6 Monday evenings, beginning Feb. 3, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Create beautiful pieces of jewelry by setting polished rocks into sterling silver pendants, which you make by 
sawing, filing, soldering, and polishing the silver to fit your stone.  If you've been a lapidary student, bring your 
polished stones. If not, Dan will provide stones.  Class fee: $84. Materials fee: Students can expect to pay $40
-$50 in silver costs, to be paid directly to the instructor. 
 

BASKETMAKING               Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Ann Fowler (mornings)  
6 Thursday mornings beginning Feb 27,  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning March 6,  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket  with your choice of colored trim.  Continue on 
to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and sizes of baskets and choose your own project in con-
sultation with the instructor.  You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and 
choice of projects.  Class Fee: $84, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session  
 

WOODCARVING  
Instructors: Keith Miller (mornings) and Susan Alexander (evenings) (www.letstalkcarving.com)   

6 Wed evenings beginning Feb 26, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. or  
6 Thurs mornings beginning Feb 27, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  

Wednesday evening: Learn and practice the tools and tech-
niques of woodcarving using basswood.  Students will make 
3 – 6 projects such as an Easter Bunny, a little hippo, a heart 
bottle stopper and a cowboy boot. Class Fee: $84. New 
Wednesday evening students should expect to pay $45 for 
wood, a bench knife, a ¼” 60 degree V-tool and U gouge 
(required for projects).  
Thursday morning:  Learn and practice the tools and tech-
niques of woodcarving using basswood and butternut.  Cre-
ate beautiful animals, objects, and faces. New students will 

make 3-6 projects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people.  If you're experi-
enced, you may design your own projects.  Class Fee: $84. Wood and bench knives are avail-
able for purchase in class (approximately $25 for wood and bench knive).  
           

CALLIGRAPHY                                                           Instructor: Marge Boyd  (penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
6 Monday afternoons, beginning March 10, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.   
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering.  In the course of a year of calligraphy classes, you will learn 
the graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing.  You construct a small book in whose pages you 
add lettering and other decorations. Class Fee: $103.  List of required supplies available in office. 
 

WEAVING                    Instructor: Nettie Botts 
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning March 5, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice. Re-
turning weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $84, plus $10 mate-
rials fee for new weavers.  Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects. 

COLLAGE                    Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)  
6 Wednesday mornings beginning Feb. 26,  9:30 a.m. – 12 noon  
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media collages... an op-
portunity to “play in your own world of artistic expression with a fun and easy art 
form!” Class Fee: $103. List of required supplies available in office.  
 
STAINED GLASS                Instructor: Harry Meneghini 
6 Thursday evenings beginning Feb. 27, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color 
and the techniques of cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the 
pieces of glass. Start with simple projects, and eventually design your own windows, pic-

tures, and lamps.  Class Fee: $84. A list of glass and supplies which will need to be purchased by each stu-
dent will be distributed the first day of class, or may be obtained at The Center office, although Harry suggests 
waiting until after the first class to make any purchases. 

http://www.letstalkcaving.com/
http://penandpaints.blogspot.com
http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com


KNITTING—for Beginners and Experienced Knitters!                                      Instructor: Georgann Ring 
6 Monday evenings, beginning Feb. 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
or 6 Friday  mornings, beginning Feb. 28, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
Master knitter Georgann Ring invites both beginners and experienced knitters to her classes. Beginners will learn to 
use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind off, to manage simple increases and decreases, and to read a sim-
ple pattern while completing their first two knitting projects, a dishcloth and then a scarf.    Georgann will help those 
with experience choose their projects and learn more advanced knitting skills. Class Fee: $84.  Beginning students 
should bring a ball of Sugar n' Cream yarn, light solid color, and a pair of 10", size 9 knitting needles, aluminum pre-
ferred. Yarn for advanced projects will be determined in consultation with the instructor. 
  

LEGACY LETTERS                          Instructor: Beth LaMie (www.bethlamie.com) 
6 Thursday mornings beginning March 6, 10 a.m. - 12 noon 
How will you be remembered? To ensure you are not forgotten, learn how to write a legacy letter for your family and 
future generations. A legacy letter, or ethical will as it is sometimes called, is neither legal nor financial, but to your 
loved ones, it is priceless. It includes personal values, family history, life lessons and achievements, and hopes for the 
future. By the end of the course, you will have written your legacy letter on archival paper. Beth is a Personal Historian 
who enjoys helping people write their precious stories. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite writ-
ing instrument. Class Fee: $84 (plus $10 workbook fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.) 
 

MEMOIR WRITING                             Instructor:  Beth LaMie  (www.bethlamie.com) 
6 Thursday afternoons beginning March 6, 1-3 pm     Discover and preserve your own fam-
ily stories. Use writing prompts, exercises and sharing techniques to capture memories. 
Learn how to ferret out story ideas, how to organize your thoughts and experiences, how to 
enjoy the process and how to elicit stories from others. Beth is a Personal Historian who 
enjoys helping people start writing their own fabulous family stories. Please bring paper, a 
notebook or journal and your favorite writing instrument.  Class Fee: $84 (plus $10 work-
book fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.) 

BREADMAKING                                            Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 1-5 p.m.   Meet in the lodge kitchen 
Learn the ancient art of making bread from someone who loves the entire process, from 
proofing the yeast to kneading the dough, from shaping the loaves to buttering their freshly 
baked surfaces. Bring a bread pan to make one loaf of bread plus a freeform braided ring of 
bread. While we're waiting for the bread to rise and bake, we'll also make our own butter 
from rich sweet cream, learn about the history of bread making, and taste a variety of breads 
made with different grains. Class fee: $20 plus $6 materials fee. Bring your own bread loaf 
pan.   

PAPERCRAFTS: CARDMAKING                                    Instructor: Ann Fowler 
Create beautiful cards, sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarming, by folding, cutting, gluing, and arranging lay-
ers of papers. 
Tues. Feb. 25th  9:30 to 12 noon: Bits and Pieces (four cards made from scraps, using stripes, triangles and punched 
shapes) Tues. March 25th 9:30 to 12 noon: Spirrelli Cards (unique designs made with notched shapes and colorful 
thread to make 4 cards) Class fees: $18 per workshop plus $6 materials fee per workshop 
 

SPRING EQUINOX STORY NECKLACES                                                 Instructor: Catherine Myers 
Wednesday, March 19, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Storyteller/jewelry-designer Catherine Myers invites you to honor the changes in your own life as the seasons around 
you change. Create a design of stone beads that mark a milestone, goal, or a vision of what is to come! Use beads 
from Catherine’s extensive collection or you may bring old beads from broken jewelry, to rework into your personal 
necklaces. Class fee: $14 plus $15 materials fee 
 

FUN! UMBRELLA ART WORKSHOP!               Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Friday, March 21, 1-3 p.m. or 6-8 p.m. 
Using permanent ink markers, create your own designs (or use some ready templates) to make your own unique um-
brella, ready for the inevitable spring showers! Lois will have plenty of suggestions for easy designs, quotes, and col-
ors, and even some templates if you feel stuck for ideas. Class Fee: $16 plus $10 materials fee includes all supplies, 
including an umbrella for each student.  

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops.  Class and materials fees are due at time of 
registration.  All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee.  No refunds or trans-
fers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the beginning of class.  To register by 
mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if 
registration is for a child, send birth date and grade in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact infor-
mation. 

http://www.bethlamie.com
http://www.bethlamie.com


 

Fellowship Corner:  Julianne Hallett    
 My name is Julianne Hallett. For 32 years I was a grade school physical educa-
tion teacher. Three years ago I retired from teaching. But, I guess I was not really ready 
to retire, cause I missed teaching very much!I started volunteering at the Farm doing 
children’s tours, and I loved it! This was a perfect  solution for me: children, outdoors 
and animals. Then I discovered the Preschool and was lucky enough to be hired as a part
-time aide. It’s a great program and staff! Now, I alternate between  aiding at the Pre-
school and the other days volunteering at the Farm. This is my third year volunteering at 
the Farm and my second year as an aide at the Preschool. I love it! My husband and I 
have two sons. Both of them went through the Farm programs when they were young. 
They still have a great love for nature and animals. Our oldest son (31) is a research/
Environmental biologist. Our youngest son (26) has been a law enforcement ranger for 
the National Park service out west and is currently working for DuPage Forest Preserve. 
I’m so blessed to have the Preschool, the Farm and The Center in my life!  
 
Julianne, we really appreciate your presence here at The Center. It is wonderful to have you with us.  
                  Thank you—The Center Staff  

Junior Farmers Spring Kick-Off Session 
4 weeks - $48 

 

Miss Kay is anxiously waiting for the cold weather to disappear and for all the Jr. Farmers to ap-
pear!  Beginning soon we will be kicking off the 2014 year of Junior Farmers.  Starting with a 4 
week kick off session, we will focus on preparing our farm for spring babies!  Junior Farmers will 
build nests for the chickens, ducks and geese and will spend time preparing our animals for the 
warmer weather.  Come join us as we welcome spring to the farm! 

Choose a Session: 
 

 Ages 3-6 

Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm Beginning March 1st        

Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm Beginning February 24th, 25th & 26th    
 

Ages 6-8 

Saturday 2:00-3:00pm Beginning March 1st  
 

Ages 6-12 

Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm Beginning February 24, 25th or 26th   
 

Ages 9-12 
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm Beginning March 1st         



The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

708-361-3650 

http://www.thecenterpalos.org 

mail: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

Saturday April 19th: EER 

Tickets go on sale for Easter Egg Roundup  

on Monday, March 3 at 9:00AM. 

A fantastic day for kids at the farm! 


