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Over Christmas break we had our second annual winter camp here at The Center. This is 

where children who came to our summer camp program can come back for three days and 

two nights over Christmas break.  We ride horses, go sledding, hiking, play capture the flag, 

have bonfires and sing all the camp songs…with plenty of hot chocolate.  The winter session 

ends with a big camp reunion party in the lodge.  This year we had over 150 campers and 

parents attend.  It’s a lot of fun for the kids to see all their friends they made in the summer 

and especially their counselors.  After dinner Amy puts on a picture show of the past sum-

mer’s camp activities and it is heartwarming to hear the kids cheer when pictures of their 

session come up.  What is most heartwarming for me however, is the camaraderie these chil-

dren develop as they come back to camp year after year.  The children at our camp come 

from all backgrounds...social, economic, racial, you name it…a very diverse group…yet, it 

makes no difference, they are all friends. 

 

This is a core value of the ministry of our camp…not just to respect one another, but to truly 

embrace and learn from one another.  Each child brings their own unique set of experiences 

in life, and if fully shared with the group, a new perspective for everyone emerges.  A new-

found understanding.  We want a diverse group of children to attend our camp because 

that’s where the learning of cooperation, respect, teamwork and ultimately a solid camarade-

rie and appreciation for one another begins. 

 

I always like to share a story of one of my camp experiences to illustrate this point.  I was in 

second session ranch camp with seven other twelve year-old boys.  There were six suburban 

kids and two Chicago kids who came on a camp scholarship.  On the second night our coun-

selor instructed us we were going to “scrounge” our dinner.  That meant we had to go find 

something to eat…a rabbit, a chicken…bring it back…kill it, cook it and eat it.  (Please don’t 

forget this was back in the 1960’s!)  Well this was certainly new ground for all of us, but be-

ing twelve year-old boys, we were up to the task.  Two kids got a chicken, two got a rabbit, 

my friend and I caught a large Garter snake.  We were back at the campfire haphazardly pre-

paring our meals with the help of our counselor when the two scholarship kids came back 

with brown paper bags.  They opened their bags – inside were ham sandwiches, potato chips 

and Hostess Twinkies.  We all asked “Where did you get those?”  They said they hiked to the 

nearest neighbor’s house, explained that they were in camp and were not being fed dinner, 

and that they had to “scrounge” up dinner on their own…the lady made up these dinners for 

us!  We all looked at our counselor in bewilderment and cried foul!  He said with a smile 

“Perfectly fair…as a matter of fact…brilliant boys!”  I remember eating Garter snake while 

these two paraded around slowly eating their Twinkies…mmmm, these are sooooo good!  It 

was a learning moment for us all.  It was brilliant and totally out of the box.  That moment, 

and later that night, we bonded and became the best of friends, and went on to be a formi-

dable team.  It was one of the greatest sessions of camp I ever had...... 

 

 



Forty-four years later I still remember that experience.  I also know that those experiences 

are being created every year here at camp.  I know that because no one wanted to go home 

after the reunion party had ended.  Summer camp at The Center has been going on since 

1936…that is seventy-eight years of a camping program here.  In the early 1940’s a camp 

scholarship program was developed by the camp committee.  This was to allow children who 

otherwise could not afford to come to camp, the ability to come on a scholarship.  Thou-

sands of children have attended our camp through this program.  As an example, last year 

sixty-three children were given a scholarship to come to our summer camp. 

 

We do need your help though for this program to be successful.  Our scholarship fund de-

pends on people like you making a special contribution.  It depends on local service clubs 

and local businesses as well.  Our goal is $45,000 this coming year.  There are several ways 

you can help.  We have a major camp scholarship fundraiser coming up this February 26
th

 

called “A Night to Linger.”  It will be held at Hackney’s Restaurant in Palos Park starting at 

6:30 pm.  We are looking for items to auction off - sports tickets and memorabilia, timeshare 

vacations, new electronics and other unique items.  We are also looking for people to come 

and have a nice evening with us!  There will be plenty of things to bid on, a silent auction 

and a raffle ticket auction, plenty to eat and drink, and always good fellowship.  If you can’t 

make this evening, a good old-fashioned contribution to the camp scholarship fund always 

helps.  In the March newsletter there will be an appeal envelope or you can always donate 

online.  We are constantly in the market for sports equipment, horse tack of any kind, used 

cowboy boots, craft items, tents and camping equipment. 

 

As always, we are deeply appreciative of all the help you have given 

us in the past.  Camp is such an important ministry here – we could 

not do it without your help!  We extend to you our heartiest of thanks 

for making these wonderful experiences available to all children. 

Continued from first page 

A Glimpse at 2015 Summer Camp Programs  

at The Children’s Farm… 
The Children’s Farm is a great place to have a unique, memorable summer camp experience. We have 

summer programs for children ages 3-17!  Programs range from short day classes to overnight, resi-

dential camping and everything in between. Programs are highlighted below. Please call the office for 

information as registration is already underway! 

 
Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 10th - 12th  

Senior Outdoor Leadership – 12 nights of outdoor living, adventure challenges, and leadership opportunities through on-

site activities and off site travel trips. Canoeing, hiking, and other physical activities are a focus.   

 

Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 8th & 9th   

Ranch Camp – 12 nights of action-packed rustic living, trail rides and caring for your own horse. Camp program includes 

daily horse care, on site riding lessons, half day trail rides and whole day trail rides. 

 

Residential Camping for Children Entering Grades 4th – 7th    

Farm Camp - 12 nights or 5 nights (4th graders welcome to 5 night program only) of fresh air, caring for farm animals, 

riding horses, exploring nature, crafts, group games, laughter, friendship and so much more! 

 

Day Camping for Children Entering Grades 2nd – 6th   

Farm Explorers- 5 days (9am-4pm) of caring for the farm animals and horses, camp crafts, hiking, cookouts, group games, 

singing, and exploring the natural world around us. This is a great introduction to our camping programs!  

 

Long Day, Day Camping for Children Entering Grades 3rd – 7th   

Extreme Explorers- 6 days (Sunday evening, Monday-Thursday all day, Friday 1/2 day) side by side with our residential 

farm campers. This program will mimic Farm Camp except for the overnight stays. Campers will join us for morning 

chores, lunch and afternoon programs, and also for dinner and evening activities. We feel this is a great way to satisfy the 

camper that is ‘almost’ ready for overnight camp.   



 
Meditation: Attending the Silence  
 Tuesday evenings 5:30 pm-6:00 pm  
 Tuesday, Thursday & Friday mornings  9:00 am-9:30 am  
Please join us for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.  
 

Loving-Kindness Meditation  Monday mornings 9:00 am-9:30 am  
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group prayer 
for peace in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able.   
 

Gather Round the Table  February 22nd  6:00pm 
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer.  We remember when Jesus broke bread with his disci-
ples and friends and we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening their relationship with 
God.  We gather in a circle of mutuality, open and inclusive—please join us!  
 

Mindfulness             Sunday mornings  11:00am-12:00pm 
We gather to meditate and to reflect upon one aspect of meditation and/or mindfulness.  We do a mindful activity 
and we spend some time offering each other support and encouragement in our quest to actually be present to 
our lives.  No registration is required.  All are welcome! 
 

Spirituality 101     Tuesday evenings  6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  (or) 
                         Thursday mornings  10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 

Healing and the Mind, with Bill Moyers, continues.  First viewed on PBS in 1993, this 5 part series explores how our 
thoughts and feelings influence our health.  Moyers’ skill as an interviewer is well known…in this series he talks with 
physicians, scientists, therapists and patients about their efforts to help us understand the relationship between body 
and mind, health and illness.  Although the series is older, the information offered is still valuable and worthy of our 
consideration.  New participants are still welcome to join. Registration is required.  Cost is $5/class. 
 

Vespers in the Chapel  Every Sunday 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm  Please join us each week for a 
nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins.  The Chapel stands on the 
highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality of all Center programs. All are wel-
come! 
 

Communion  Sunday    February 1
st
     12:30 pm & 4:30 pm 

On the first Sunday of each month (except August and December) Communion is offered at both of our Chapel ser-
vices.  Volunteers are needed to help set up for Communion as well as helping to distribute it.  If you are able and 
interested, please contact Chris Hopkins. ALL ARE WELCOME!   
*Please note:  we always have a non-alcoholic cup & gluten free bread. 
 

Family Service Sunday  February 8th     10:00 am 
Please join us as we gather inside the Lodge (on the west side of Southwest Highway) for this family friendly 
service. And we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends!  
 

Ash Wednesday Service  February 18th   6:30pm 
Rev. Chris Hopkins will offer a brief prayer service with the distribution of ashes in the Wayside Chapel as the 
Lenten Season begins.  All are Welcome! 

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS! 

~~Thursday evening group walk   February 5
th

 5:30pm~~ 
~~Saturday morning group walk   February 7

th
 8:00am~~ 

 
Let’s gather at our permanent labyrinth to walk in fellowship and 
peace. No registration is necessary. We will walk rain or shine! 
Hope to meet you there! 



JAZZ TRATTORIA! Sunday, Feb 15, 5:30 p.m.  
with Darlene Baresch and musicians, and a  5 course Italian dinner! 
We've invited Darlene and her fabulous jazz band back for this year's 
special Valentine evening, but this time with an Italian dinner!  Many of 
you already know and love Darlene and her musicians from last February 
and from our annual spring outdoor jazz concert. Their music is amazing 
with the grand piano and the acoustics of the lodge. And so we are look-
ing forward to an evening of great entertainment, accompanied by a 
scrumptious 5-course dinner menu, served at tables around the stage in 
the great hall by Don Shannon and his smiling wait-staff! Advance tickets 
are required ($48).  We make an advanced seating arrangement for this event, so please indicate your preference of 
table companions when you register. 
 

DECEMBER-JANUARY-FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, February 8, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers. 
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, if you were married in December or 
January or February, we invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commit-
ment. The evening begins with a Vespers Service at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gra-
cious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony. 
For reservations, send $80 for dinner for two, to be received no later than Jan 26. 
Planning ahead? The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for March 15 
 

GARDENING 102 Sunday afternoon, February 8, 2-4 p.m.  
Let Lois Lauer guide you through the basics of herb and vegetable gardening: How to 
do it effectively, enjoyably, and sustainably! Topics to be included are, heirloom, hybrid, 
GMO, and organic vegetables; perennial, annual, and biennial vegetables and herbs; 
cool season vs. warm season plants; growing plants from seed, or buying plants for the 
garden; where to buy and when to plant seeds, onion sets, and potato tubers; which 
vegetables are best to grow from seed and which to buy at a greenhouse; and a month-
by-month plan for a great garden of herbs and vegetables from March through Novem-
ber, and maybe even longer! Lois grows a large vegetable and herb garden at the farm, 
and even a new fruit garden, and wants to share some of the joy and lessons she's 
learned. You can keep up to date with what's happening in the farm garden on Lois' gar-
den blog:  http://childrensfarmgarden.blogspot.com. Class fee: $15. Please pre-register 
by calling The Center.   
 

LAUGHTER CIRCLE:  
Sunday, Feb 8, 6 p.m.  
Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien brings laughter and all its benefits to our new Laughter Circle. Research shows 
that laughter strengthens the immune system, reduces stress and anxiety, alleviates pain, and helps people get 
along better. Kathy is an R.N. and an Advanced  Certified Laughter Leader. Suggested donation of $10 per 
month. Please call to reserve a spot! 
 

GENTLE YOGA CLASSES 
5 Tuesday evenings, beginning Jan. 27, 6:30 - 8 pm,  
at the Anderson Activity Center at the farm  
We invite you to this series of gentle, restorative yoga classes taught by yoga instructor Val-
erie Lindstrom.  The classes will include discussion and practice on breathing, relaxation, and 
centering, as well as movement and poses. Dress in comfortable clothing; bring a yoga mat. 
Meet at the Anderson Center at the farm.  
Class fee: $50. Preregistration required.    
 

THE CENTER SINGERS  
Every Monday, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
The Center Singers, a volunteer choral group of folks who enjoy music, have rehearsals each Monday evening 
from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Lodge. The group sings once each month at Chapel Vespers and at the Easter Sun-
rise Service, and always welcomes new members.!  



TOASTMASTERS 
Wednesday evenings, February 4 and 18, 7:00 p.m. 
If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, we 
invite you to join our supportive group.  We take turns leading the meetings and 
giving speeches, and we having fun doing it.  We're all in this effort together and 
gain confidence from the encouragement of each other.  We invite you to come 
as a guest to the next meeting and to consider becoming a Center Toastmaster.  
For more information, talk to Dave Sanders or Lois Lauer. 
 
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY FORUM 
Sunday, February 15, 2-3:30 pm 
Nature Photography instructor Rick Steffen offers monthly get-togethers this winter for photography enthusi-
asts and those looking for photographic inspiration.  We watch and discuss amazing films of outstanding na-
ture photography.  Please call The Center to say you will attend. 
 
SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 
Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to anyone 
seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue.  A good friend of The Center for many 
years, Kathy Fontaine has been trained by the Institute for Spiritual Companionship.  The cost of Kathy’s spiri-
tual companionship is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund.  Please, call the office for 
details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday. 
 

 WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! 
Tuesday, February 24, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by 
Mary Ann Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s “Simple 
Abundance” or any other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share.  
The focus of Womantalk is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully.  
No fee, but please call to reserve a spot.  
 

 
 “ARTIST’S WAY” CIRCLE--- Walking in This World: The Practical Art of Creative and Joy-
ful  Living   (This is not about painting or other specific art forms; it is about the “art of liv-
ing.”)  Facilitator: Robin Neumann 

 Course Overview: Thursday morning, Feb. 5, 10 - 11 a.m    
An opportunity to find out more before making a commitment. Come and learn about the 
program and meet the other participants. No fee for overview session, no commitment, but 
please call to register. 

The actual course begins a week later and requires pre-registration: 
12 Thursday mornings, beginning February 12, 10 a.m.-12 noon. Described as a gentle pilgrimage in dis-
covering and recovering our creative selves, Julia Cameron’s “Walking in This World” offers encourage-
ment, clarity, and strategies for living in this world with a sense of wonder. Robin Neumann is a wonder-
fully creative and talented artist who loves helping students at The Center connect to their inner creative 
spirit in a safe and respectful environment through the inspirational readings, discussions, and exercises of 
our Artist’s Way Circle. Class fee for 12 week class: $140. Pre-registration is required. Students also need 
to purchase their textbook online or a local bookstore and are asked to read the first assignment before the 
first class on Feb.12.   

 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GET A NEW CENTER CALENDAR FOR 2015!  
This year’s 2015 calendars contain illustrations from the summer Plein Aire sketch trips. 
The calendars cost only $7 and are a delightful collection of artwork by Lois Hrejsa and 
her students. 
 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY FROM THE FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP!   

Our little shop is brimming over with these wonderful items for Valentine’s Day for yourself or for your spe-
cial Valentines.  We hope you will stop in the Gift Shop soon to see our fun collection of lovingly handmade 
items! 



WAY-FINDERS CIRCLE--- Studying Eckhart Tolle’s “A New Earth” -- a group for those who like to 
explore the psycho/spiritual mysteries of our lives and relationships. Facilitator: Sharon Butler  

Course Overview: Tuesday morning, Feb 3, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
An opportunity to find out more before making a commitment. Come and learn about the pro-
gram and meet the other participants. No fee for overview session, no commitment, but please 
call to register. 
The actual course begins a week later and requires pre-registration:   
10 Tuesday mornings, beginning February 10, 9:45 -11:45 a.m.. In "A New Earth," Eckhart Tolle 
shows how transcending our ego-based state of consciousness is not only essential to personal happiness, 
but also the key to ending conflict and suffering throughout the world. Counselor Sharon Butler (MHS, 
CRADC) is looking forward to facilitating the group this spring and is committed to creating a safe and respect-
ful environment which allows group members to probe deeply and honestly into their hearts and minds. Class 
fee for 10 week class: $118. Pre-registration is required. Students also need to purchase their textbook online 
or at a local bookstore and are asked to read the first assignment before the first class on Feb 10.   

 

CENTER CINEMA: Film Classics Shared and Discussed: 
Friday February 6th, 6:30—9pm The Thin Man, W.S. Van Dyke, 1934, 
91m, B/W 
 
William Powell and Myrna Loy star as Nick and Nora Charles, the most 
charming detective couple ever to grace the silver screen (and Asta is 
pretty cute, too). From Dashiell Hammett’s classic novel. Lively discus-
sion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but please call to say you’re 
coming. 
 

MEN’S POV (Men’s Point of View) Tuesday, February 17th 
Men’s Point of View is a monthly discussion group that meets Tuesday nights at 7:00. New members wel-
come!!! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

Monday, Feb 16, 9 a.m.: Tickets go on sale 
for Easter Egg Roundup (which will be Satur-
day April 4--a fantastic day for kids at the 
farm!) (Advanced tickets required: $22) 
 
      

Treat Yourself to a Retreat This Winter.  
 
Saturday, January 31: Winter Knitting Retreat, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Join Georgann Ring for a fun and relaxing day in the beautiful Forest View room while you 
work on your PIP (project in progress), make new friends, and share ideas. If you'd like, bring 
a knitted item(s) for show and tell. Don't know how to knit? Bring a ball of Sugar and Cream 
yarn and a pair of U.S. size 8 knitting needles, and we'll teach you how! Retreat fee: $45 in-
cludes leadership, lunch, and instruction. (Crocheters welcome too!) 
 
Women’s Personal Growth Retreat: Exploring with Isabella  
Saturday, February 21, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Bring your copy of Linda Whittaker’s wonderful new book, Isabella, and come to discuss 
not only Isabella’s journey, but our own as well. Leaders Robin Neumann and Lois Lauer, 
plus author Linda Whittaker, are planning a day of learning, sharing, fun, and fellowship, 
plus a creative project of making our own “Curiosas” to encourage us to become as curi-
ous, and thus to learn as much, as little Isabella in Linda’s story. Retreat fee: $45 includes 
leadership, lunch, and retreat supplies.   



Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool & Kindergarten 
 

January welcomed back our students 
after a nice two week Christmas break. 

Just prior to break we had our live na-
tivities and our visit from Santa. Upon 

our return, many wonderful stories 

were told of trips to Disney and Mexico 
as well as of all the great gifts Santa 

brought. The staff were all blessed with 
truly wonderful gifts from the children, 

which we appreciate so much. 

Our month started out so cold and we 
had to be inside for the first week. 

However, with our theme of hiberna-
tion, it was very fitting and some 

classes made caves that the kids could 

spend time playing in and seeing how 
hibernation begins. 

During the month of February we will 

hopefully be doing some sledding as 

typically this is a snowy month. We al-

ways have our sleds ready and waiting 
this month and the kids come to school 

after a snowfall ready to rock the hills. 
We also will have our Valentine’s par-

ties, which our parents will put to-

gether. We love our parents and they 
always do a wonderful job with parties 

for the students.   
January was the month for re-

enrollment for current students and 

then February 2nd opens up registra-
tion to the public. We will be registering 

on February 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
large room at the back of the preschool/kindergarten building. You will need a 

copy of a birth certificate as well as an $85.00 registration fee. We will take cash 

or check. On this day there will be a sign-up for information on the two-week 
summer program that we offer. 

Information can be mailed or better yet, a tour is suggested, where you will get 

a firsthand look at how the school operates and walk through the classrooms as 

they are in session.  

You may call at 708-361-8933 or email at farmandnature@sbcglobal.net for the 

brochure, tour, or both.  

mailto:farmandnature@sbcglobal.net


TUESDAY LUNCHEONS -- 12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M. 

 
Each Tuesday, we invite you to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching program. Advance 
reservations are always required by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. Some luncheons are very 
popular so please reserve early so that we don't have to disappoint you! Luncheons cost $18.  Call The 
Center office for reservations: 361-3650. Both the luncheon and the program are always delightful. 
 

 

February 3:  A Tribute to Jens Jensen  
We'll watch a striking and evocative DVD about Jens Jensen -- a  Danish-born penniless 
immigrant who became a pioneering conservationist and the 'dean of landscape archi-
tecture.'   Early in the 20th century Jensen battled corruption and unbridled industrial ex-
pansion to preserve Chicago's native landscapes and the city's shoreline. Join us for a 
fascinating look at one of  Chicago's heroes. 

 
Tuesday, February 10: Valentine's Day High -Tea Luncheon! 
This is a day to celebrate friendship and love.  What a great world it would be 
if we chose to see every person as our Valentine!  We'll enjoy some Valentine's Day fun 
with a few songs and stories, and then, of course, we'll even make some Valentines!  Wear 
red or pink and come prepared for a lovely high-tea-style luncheon.  We invite you to come 

with a short poem, story, or song about  love or friendship if you'd like to be part of the program!   
  
Tuesday, February 17: Meet the Author: Point of Departure!   
Dianne Kirtley will review her own work of historical fiction about an aristocratic French 
family during the Civil War.    Point of Departure is a compelling story of love, 
loss, racism, prejudice and war, as seen through the eyes of a young Charlotte Mailliard  
who immigrates from France to Illinois in 1841.  Join us to celebrate this new novel by a 
local creative writing teacher! 
 

Tuesday, February 24: Smartphones and Tablets 
Development director Mark Walker invites you to bring your smart-
phone and/or tablet and let him show you how to use it more effectively--for email, web 
searching, facebooking, music, streaming audio books or videos, photos, and even 
making good ole phone calls!   Don't have one yet?  Come and be inspired to own one 
of these convenient devices once Mark shows you how easy they are to use.  Send 
your questions to Mark in advance, or stay after and to ask for specific help.  Let Mark 
help you be as smart as your phone!  
 
 Coming next month: 

 
Tuesday luncheon, March 3: In honor of International Women's Day, we'll watch "Half the 
Sky,"  a very inspirational DVD  about extraordinary work being done to empower women 
and girls around the world.  The film is an unforgettable documentary revealing the resil-
ience of the human spirit and the capabilities of women everywhere to realize their amaz-
ing potential. 

 
An Emerson Hill Evening of Great Music  
Sunday, March 22, beginning with 5:30 p.m. dinner 
 Our very accomplished pianist and friend Matt Piet and violinist Rebecca 
Hannigan will bring us a concert of music by French composers and song-
writers, including such favorites as “Bolero,” “Clair de Lune,” and selections 
from “Carmen.”  Please join us for dinner and a delightful evening. Dinner 
cost is $20 and requires advance reservations. 



 

A Night to Linger 6 
 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

    6:30 – 9:30pm 

At Hackney’s in Palos Park 

9550 W. 123rd St. 

 

 

Join us in a night of  honoring Farm and Ranch Camp at The Center. Let’s cele-

brate its success, share memories, and raise money for the Camp Scholarship 

Fund. The night will be filled with a silent auction, raffles, hors d’ oeuvres, a slideshow, 

and fun.  

 

Proceeds benefit the Camp Scholarship Fund, helping send children to camp 

who otherwise would be financially unable to attend. Last year, more than one-

third of  our 200-plus campers received camp scholarships amounting to more 

than $45,000 in need-based awards. 

 

$10 advance tickets are required and are available in our office.  

Please call 708.361.3650 for more information. 

 

Lots and lots of  great prizes!!! 

 

COME OUT FOR A GREAT CAUSE AND A GREAT TIME! 



 

15300 West Avenue  

Suite 300  

Orland Park, IL 60462 

Please 

Support 

Our  

Festival 

Sponsors 

9700 W 131st St 
Palos Park, IL 60464 
(708) 361-3350 

Did you know........That if you already have an Amazon account,     
you can switch that account to an Amazon Smile account and a 
donation will be made to The Center for every purchase made?? 
   We are listed with Amazon under our proper name:  

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community  
Parish and Community Center Foundation 

 

Half Day Farm Program for Children ages 6-8   

Junior Farmers- 2 week sessions with classes meeting on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9am-Noon. This is a farm 

focused program that will give children lots of hands-on time with the farm animals and exposure to fun farm activities! 

 

One Hour Farm Program for Children ages 3-6   

Junior Farmers- 2 week sessions with classes meeting on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons from 1pm-2pm or 2:30pm-

3:30pm. This is a farm focused program that will give very young children an opportunity to experience summertime at the farm.  

Hands-on time with the animals and farm activities will be the focus.   

Junior Farmers Spring Kick-Off Session 
4 weeks - $52 

 

Miss Kay is anxiously waiting for the cold weather to disappear and for all the Jr. Farmers to appear!  Begin-
ning soon we will be kicking off the 2015 year of Junior Farmers. Starting with a 4 week kick off session, we 
will focus on preparing our farm for spring babies! Junior Farmers will build nests for the chickens, ducks, and 
geese, and will spend time preparing our animals for the warmer weather. Come join us as we welcome 
spring to the farm! 

Choose a Session: 
 

 Ages 3-6 
Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm Beginning March 7th         

Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 10:00-11:00am  
or 1:30-2:30pm Beginning March 9th, 10th or 11th     

 

Ages 6-8 
Saturday 2:00-3:00pm Beginning March 7th  

 

Ages 6-12 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm Beginning March 9th, 10th or 11th    

 

Ages 9-12 
Saturday 3:00-4:00pm Beginning March 7th         

Coming this Summer........... 

http://www.drbutlerortho.com/


2015 Summer Camp is Right Around the Corner… 

WE INVITE YOU TO APPLY NOW!! 
 

The Center is once again offering a wonderful opportunity for children to learn, play, and grow!  Farm and Ranch Camp, Senior 
Outdoor Leadership, and Farm Explorers Day Camp are outstanding summer opportunities for young people entering graders 2nd 
– 12th to spend time in the healthy and fun atmosphere of the farm and surrounding woods.  The Center’s camping programs in-
clude horseback riding, arts and crafts, hayrides, farm animals, songs, nature hikes, games, fun, friendship, and lots of laughter!    
 

Our summer campers spend either 5 days, 5 nights or 12 nights attending our nature and animal based camps.    
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO APPLY!  Do you know someone that could benefit from a life enriching experience like this one?  If so, please 
call The Center for more information.   

12 NIGHT PROGRAM 

Farm Camp for grades 5th-7th  Ranch Camp for grades 8th-9th  SOL for grades 10th-12th  

FARM CAMP RANCH CAMP SENIOR OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP 

 

   ____   I  June 21  -  July 3 
  
   ____  II  July 5 – July 17 
  
 

  

   ____   I  June 21  - July 3  (Girls) 
  
  ____   II  July 5  -  July 17 (Boys) 
  
  ____  III  July 19  - July 31 (Girls) 
  
  ____  IV  Aug. 2  - Aug. 14 (Girls) 

  

    ____   I  June 21  - July 3  (Girls) 
  
  ____   II  July 5  -  July 17 (Boys) 
  
  ____  III  July 19  - July 31 (Girls) 
  
  ____  IV  Aug. 2  - Aug. 14 (Girls) 

12 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE  $1050 12 NIGHT RANCH CAMP FEE  $1200  12 NIGHT SOL PROGRAM FEE  $1200 

  5 NIGHT PROGRAM                                        DAY TIME ONLY PROGRAM 

Farm Camp for grades 4th-7th   

FARM CAMP 

  

____   IIIA July  19  -  July 24 
  

____   IIIB July  26  -  July 31 
  

____   IVA Aug. 2  -  Aug. 7 
  

____   IVB Aug. 9  -  Aug. 14 

5 NIGHT FARM CAMP FEE $600 

FARM EXPLORERS 

Entering grades 2nd-6th
 

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS 

Entering grades 3rd -7th
 

  

____    June 22 – June 26 

           ____     June 29 – July 3 

           ____     July 6 – July  10 

           ____     July 13 – July 17 

           ____     July 20 – July 24 

            ____    July 27 – July 31 

            ____    Aug. 3– Aug. 7 
 

9am – 4pm Monday - Friday 

 

 

 

____    July 19 – July 24 

  

____    July 26 – July 31 

5:30pm-9pm – Sunday, 

9am-9pm Tuesday– Thursday 

9am-5pm Friday 

FARM EXPLORERS FEE  $300 EXTREME EXPLORERS FEE  $450  
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THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 

FEBRUARY-MARCH ART SCHEDULE 2015 
 

We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow!  All classes require pre-registration. 
 

Like us on Facebook! Heather Young has been posting art class photos on the Log Cabin Center for 
the Arts Facebook page. Check it out! 

 

Kids’, Teen, and Family Classes   
 
LOG CABIN ART FOR KIDS!       Instructor: Heather Young  
6 Saturday mornings beginning Feb 28 (skip 4/4) 
Kindergarten through 3rd Grade: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.   
4th through 8th Grade:  11:30 a.m.  -  1:00 p.m.  
A world of art and nature for kids! Drawing, printmaking, pottery, papier-mâché, paint-
ing, papermaking, and more! Creative expression, hands-on fun, encouragement, and 
opportunities to learn new artistic techniques,  
Class Fee: $75, includes all supplies, and each session ends with an art show of the 
students' creations.   
 
KIDS' CALLIGRAPHY  (grades 6 and up)                                        Instructor: Marge Boyd  
(penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
6 Monday afternoons, beginning February 9, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
This is a special opportunity for kids to learn the wonderful art of lettering. Marge will demonstrate and then 
give you opportunities to practice your skills at making great looking letters. Class fee: $75, includes all sup-
plies (pens, nibs, papers, inks).   
 
TEEN POTTERY  (grades 7-12)                    Instructor: Heather Young 
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning February 24, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.     
Wonderful opportunities for artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings in the pottery studio. Instruction in 
both hand-building techniques and throwing pots on the wheels. Class Fee: $80 includes all supplies. 
 

TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes.  Please inquire. 
 

FAMILY CLASSES  
(all ages, adults without children welcome too!)                Instructor: Heather Young 
Heart -Shaped Dishes:  2 Wed. evenings, Jan. 28 and Feb. 4, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Use lace and other 
tools to make impressions in the clay.    
Handprint Platters!  2 Wed. evenings, Feb 18 and 25, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Create a food safe platter us-
ing your hands as a stencil.  This is a great class for families with small children to capture their tiny 
precious hands in clay, creating a treasured art piece.   
Terra Cotta House Sculptures  2 Wed. evenings, March 4 and 11,  6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Using slabs of 
terra cotta clay you will construct a replica of your home (or a house from memory). 
 (The first night of each pottery workshop is for clay.  Then the pieces are kiln fired to a stone-like hard-
ness.  The second night is for applying glaze.  The pieces are then fired a second time to melt the glaze 
into a shiny finish.  Pottery pickup is a week after the last class.)   
Family Art Workshop fees: $18 per person for 2-night workshop 

http://penandpaints.blogspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Log-Cabin-Center-for-the-Arts-The-Center-Palos-Park/120239809799?ref=hl


Adult Classes And Workshops  
 
BASKETMAKING                    Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Lois Shive (mornings)  
6 Thursday mornings beginning March 5,  9:30 – 11:30 am  
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning Feb. 26,  6:30 – 8:30 pm   
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket  with your choice of 
colored trim. Continue on to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and 
sizes of baskets and choose your own project in consultation with the instruc-
tor. You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and 
choice of projects. Class Fee: $90, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session  
     
CALLIGRAPHY                                                  Instructor: Marge Boyd  
(penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
6 Monday afternoons, beginning Feb. 9, 1:00 – 3:30 pm   
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering.  In the course of a year of calligra-
phy classes, you will learn the graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing.  
You construct a small book in whose pages you add lettering and other decorations. 
Class Fee: $110.  List of required supplies available in office. 
 

COLLAGE                Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)  
6 Wednesday mornings beginning Feb. 25, 9:30 am – 12 noon  
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media collages... an opportunity to “play in 
your own world of artistic expression with a fun and easy art form!”  Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies 
available in office.  

 

DRAWING                    Instructor:  Lois Hrejsa  
6 Thursday mornings beginning Feb. 26, 9:00-11:30 am   
Work in pencil or pen and ink to achieve a realistic three dimensional effect on a two dimen-
sional surface. Value, perspective, composition, landscape, still life and portraiture will be 
explored. Students with drawing experience will be encouraged to try other drawing materi-
als such as colored pencils or watercolor washes combined with pen and ink. Individual and 
group critiques will help point out what has worked and how to improve that which has 
not. Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office.  
 

KNITTING—for Beginners and Experienced Knitters!                  Instructor: Georgann Ring 
6 Monday evenings, beginning Feb. 23, 6:30 - 8:30 pm  
or 6 Friday  mornings, beginning Feb. 27, 9:30 – 11:30 am  
Beginners will learn to use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind off, to manage simple increases and 
decreases, and to read a simple pattern while completing their first two knitting projects, a dishcloth and then 
a scarf. Georgann will help those with experience choose their projects and learn more advanced knitting 
skills. Class Fee: $90. Beginning students should bring a ball of Sugar n' Cream yarn, light solid color, and a 
pair of 10", U.S. size 9 knitting needles, aluminum preferred. Students purchase own yarn for advanced pro-
jects. 
 

LAPIDARY                               Instructor: Larry Rothenberg  
6 Monday mornings, beginning Feb.23, 9 -11 a.m.  
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval stones, and then 
advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $90 plus $10 new student materials fee for introductory pro-
jects. Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.   
 

MEMOIR WRITING              Instructor:  Beth LaMie  (www.bethlamie.com) 
6 Thursday afternoons beginning March 5, 1-3 pm              
Capture some of those wonderful old family stories and experiences. For new 
writers as well as those with more experience or from previous workshops.  
Learn how to organize your thoughts and experiences, how to enjoy the proc-
ess and how to elicit stories from others. Beth is a Personal Historian who en-
joys helping people start writing their own fabulous family stories. Please bring 
paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite writing instrument.   
Class Fee: $90 (plus $10 workbook fee to be paid directly to instructor in class.) 

http://penandpaints.blogspot.com
http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com
http://www.bethlamie.com


PAPERMAKING                    Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com) 
Wed. evening, Jan. 28, 6:30 - 8:30 pm  Handmade papers for Valentines and stationery! 
2 Wed. evenings, March 25 and April 1, 6:30 - 8:30 pm Handmade papers/book covers.  
Class fee: $15 plus $5 materials fee for 1 night class,  $30 plus $10 materials fee for 2 night class 
 
PASTEL PAINTING             Instructor: Susan Flanagan (www.sueflanagan.com) 
6 Monday mornings beginning April 13, 9:00 - 11:30 am   
Beginners and experienced painters are welcome to explore the many creative pos-
sibilities of painting with soft pastels. Develop your individual style as you paint us-
ing your own photograph or a still life provided by the instructor. Learn the principles 
of composition, shape, color, and value, as well as techniques for underpainting and 
pastel applications. Class fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office. 
  
POETRY            Facilitator: MaryAnn Grzych 
Tuesday, April 1, then 1st and 3rd Tuesdays for 4 sessions, 9:15 - 11:45 am 
Share and supportively critique each others' work, as you learn together to express 
significant feelings and ideas through your writings. New participants are always 
welcome!  Workshop Fee: $37 for 4 class sessions 
 

NATURAL EASTER EGGS                     Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Monday afternoon or evening, March 23, 2-3:30 pm or 6:30 - 8:00 pm   
Bring a basket of two dozen hard-boiled eggs, and create your own batch of beautiful 
earth-toned eggs, dyed with bark, berries, greens, and flower petals. These treasures 
can be kept for years, and look great in a basket of handmade Easter grass (yes-we’ll 
make the grass too—just bring the basket!). Class fee: $11 plus $5 materials fee. 
 
NO-EXCUSES JOURNALING          Instructor: April Schabes 
Friday, Jan. 30, Feb. 27, March 27 and the last Friday of each month in 2015,  
12 -3 pm 
It's not too late to begin!  Create a colorful artistic record of your days, your 
thoughts, your experiences, through words, collages, photos, poems, magazine im-

ages, drawings, watercolor, etc.  No-excuses!  $10 per month, or $100 per year.    
 
QUILTING                                                         Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning Feb.25, 1-3 pm 
Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics.  Learn to design your project, cut your fab-
rics, piece them together, add batting and backing, and stitch it all together to create a baby quilt, wall 
hanging, or other pieced fabric project.   Class Fee: $ 90.  Purchase your own fabrics and batting before 
the first class.  A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the office. 
 
SILVERSMITHING                    Instructor: Dan Snyder 
6 Monday afternoons or evenings, beginning Feb.23,  2-4 pm or 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Learn to design, saw, file, solder, and polish silver into beautiful pieces of jewelry.   New students:  learn 
the basics as you create a sterling silver pin for your first project, then move on to pendants, brooches, 
bracelets, and more.  You can also set polished rocks into sterling silver pendants, which you make by 
sawing, filing, soldering, and polishing the silver to fit your stone.  Class fee: $90. Materials fee: $15 for 
new students for first project.  Students can expect to pay an additional $40-$50 in silver costs, to be paid 
directly to the instructor. 
 
STAINED GLASS                  Instructor: Harry Meneghini 
6 Thursday evenings beginning date TBA, probably in April , 6:30 - 8:30 pm  
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color and the tech-
niques of cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the pieces of glass.  Start with 
simple projects, and eventually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps.  Class Fee: $90.  A list of 
glass and supplies which will need to be purchased will be distributed the first day of class, or may be ob-
tained at The Center office, but wait until after the first class to make any purchases. 

http://www.vbartworks.blogspot.com


Fellowship Corner: Joan Onak 
When I first came to the farm, I had lost my brother to cancer two years earlier, my 25year 
IBM career a year prior, and my boyfriend to cancer 6 months prior. I was beyond upset. I 
was hopeless but still searching for life. A good friend recommended I volunteer at an ani-
mal hospital since I liked animals so much. So I went to the clinic near me and asked to 
volunteer. She said “no” they did not use volunteers, they only had pay positions. I think I 
started crying and said out loud to no one: “NOW what am I going to do?” She suggested I 
go to the Children’s Farm down the road. I did not know of it so I said: “Children’s Farm? 
What do they grow there? Children?” I was in despair, yet something in my mind was still 
alive and able to make a joke. She did not smile though. She said: “No, they have farm 
animals that children come to see.” The rest is history. I met Lois Lauer first. She was so 
sweet, compassionate and helpful – she gave me the opportunity to be Hostess at Water-
color Art classes before the season ended. Then I met  Brittany and asked if she needed 
any volunteers, and before I even finished the question she said “Yes!” How lifesaving. I 
became a Farm Tour Guide. I met loving Miss Kay next. I was hooked. I became a Junior 
Farmer Helper. It’s been four years and I’ve never left the Children’s Farm. It is my new home away from home. Thank you everyone, 
not just the three I mentioned, for welcoming me, and for being so kind, loving, funny and wonderful. I love you all. 
 

Joan, We are so glad that you found us! Your smile at the farm gate in October is priceless! Love, The Center Staff 

STONEWARE POTTERY                        Instructor: Karen Stasky 
6 Thursday evenings beginning Feb. 26 , 6:30 – 8:30 pm  
Or 6 Tuesday mornings beginning March 3, 9:30 - 11:30 am 
Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as  beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases, in 
addition to interesting decorative pieces. Beginner? Learn a variety of hand-building techniques. Returning 
student? Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels. Class Fee: $90 plus $15 materials fee  
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING                                
Instructors: Lois Hrejsa and Lenox Wallace (www.lenoxwallace.com)  
6  Wednesday evenings beginning Feb. 25, 6:30 – 9:00 pm  
or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning Feb. 26, 1:00 – 3:30 pm  
or 6 Thursday evenings, beginning Feb. 26,  6:30 – 9:00 pm 
Wednesday evenings with Lenox Wallace feature structured lessons for begin-
ning watercolorists with critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, 
negative painting, brush stroke usage, and more. Thursday evenings with Lenox 
Wallace are for experienced painters, each working individually with occasional 
guidance and critique. Thursday afternoons with Lois Hrejsa, include instruction 
in color mixing and theory, washes, light and shadow, glazing and negative paint-
ing, while intermediate and advanced students have the opportunity to further express themselves in water-
color with attention to areas of interest to the individual student. Opportunities will arise to expand the ad-
vanced students' painting experience. Individual and group critiques will point out what has worked and how to 
improve that which has not. Class Fee: $110. List of required supplies available in office. 
 

WEAVING                    Instructor: Nettie Botts 
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning Feb. 25, 9:30 – 11:30 am  
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice. Re-
turning weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fee: $90, plus $10 materi-
als fee for new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects.   
 

WOODCARVING             Instructors: Keith Miller (mornings) and Arlene & Don Lesiak (evenings) 
6 Wednesday evenings beginning Feb. 25, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
6 Thursday mornings beginning Feb.26, 9:00–11:00 am  
Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving using basswood and butternut. Create beautiful ani-
mals, objects, and faces. New students will make 3-6 projects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature 
people. If you're experienced, you may design your own projects. Class Fee: $90. Wood and bench knives are 
available for purchase in class (approximately $25 for wood and bench knives).  

http://www.lenoxwallace.com


The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

708-361-3650 

Website: http://www.thecenterpalos.org   

Email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

   

Night to Linger 6 
 

    Thursday, February 26, 2015 

          6:30 – 9:30 pm 

       At Hackney’s in Palos Park 

     9550 W. 123rd St. 
 

Join us in a night of honoring Farm and 

Ranch Camp at The Center. Let’s celebrate its 

success, share memories, and raise money 

for the Camp Scholarship Fund. The night will be filled with a silent 

auction, raffles, hors d’ oeuvres, a slideshow, and fun.  
 

Proceeds benefit the Camp Scholarship Fund, helping send chil-

dren to camp who otherwise would be financially unable to attend. 

Last year, more than one-third of our 200 plus campers received 

camp scholarships amounting to more than $45,000 in need-

based awards. 
 

$10 advance tickets are required and are available in our office.  

Please call 708.361.3650 for more information. 


