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“Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen.” 

  -L uke 24:5b 
 

What a mysterious event we celebrate at Easter! 
 
I would suggest that we tread very carefully here.  Let us not presume too quickly that we really understand 
what we are talking about.  While it is good to sing Alleluia and celebrate with a whole host of delightful 
Easter traditions, the Mystery that we celebrate on Easter has the power to draw us into a humble awareness 
of a Holy Presence that is not bound by any of our human conditioning or limitations.  And that, when we 
really  think  about  it,  isn’t  small  potatoes!     
 
Yet, the Resurrection of Jesus, the Mystery of Easter, invites us to trust, experience and celebrate the Pres-
ence of the Holy One who is beyond our comprehension and yet is deeply and intimately present in all of 
creation  including  each  and  everyone  one  of  us!    The  Holy  One’s  presence  awakens  us  to  the  deep  peace,  
deep joy, unlimited Love that is already present. This Holy Mystery invites us to a larger, fuller experience 
of life without denial or fear.  Whenever we find ourselves encountering  the limitations and fragility of life, 
the Holy One is there, offering us a way through.  Whenever we find ourselves stuck in a place of darkness 
and   loneliness,   the  Holy  One   is  with  us   in   that  place  of  darkness  and  we  are  not  alone.     The  Holy  One’s  
Presence is so freely offered as unconditional Love that it is truly beyond our comprehension.  By celebrat-
ing Easter, these are the truths we say yes to. 
  
Sounds amazing, but really, how do I find all that in my crazy, uber-busy stressed out life??   
 
Celebrating the Mystery of Easter can not be a one-day event. When we celebrate Easter as our YES to the 
Holy One in the day-to-day circumstances of our lives, we are saying that we are willing to be open every 
day of our lives to experiencing this Holy Mystery.  Experience is not rational, theoretical nor intellectual.  
Experience is felt.  Felt with our hearts and our bodies.  It is felt in joys and in our sorrows.  It is felt in our 
laughter and in our tears.  It is felt by the awakening of peace, life, deep joy, gratitude and love within us.  
Come, celebrate the Mystery of Easter! Put on your Easter finest, rejoice in the newness of Spring, sing Al-
leluia  at  the  top  of  your  lungs…and  then  on  Easter  Monday  keep  an  open  heart…for  He  truly  has  Risen  and  
is among the living.  And that is you and me.     

 
 

T h e C h i c a go So u t h w est S u b u r b a n  C o m m u n i t y  
    P a r ish  a n d C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r  F o u n d a t io n  

S u n d a y se r v i ces 12:30p m a n d 4:30p m  

“A place for celebration, enrichment and healing” 



SPRIN G RETREATS AT THE CENTER 
 

You deserve a break! Treat yourself to a retreat… Now is the time to register!  
 

 WOMEN'S SPRING PATHWAY TO SERENITY RETREAT  
Friday, April 27, 5 p.m. to Saturday, April 28, 5 p.m.  
 We’ve   planned   The  Center’s   12th   spring   Pathway   to   Serenity   retreat   for   women   in   Alcoholics  
Anonymous, featuring time for quiet contemplation and meaningful conversation, plus spiritual reflection 
and meditation, as well as enjoying the beautiful springtime woods. Retreat cost: $96  includes leader-
ship, 3 meals, accommodations, and retreat supplies.  
 
 Women's Personal Growth Weekend: Optimism in a Brave New World 
Friday, May 19, 5 p.m. to Saturday, May 20, 5 p.m. 
Leaders:  Linda Whittaker and Lois Lauer 
 Are you foolish or smart to be optimistic and hopeful...about your own life and about the future of 
the world?  Pollyanna or Wayfinder?  We invite you to come and nurture your souls amidst the beauty of 
the spring woodlands as we contemplate the reason and the consequences of our answers to that pro-
found question.  The retreat  features personal growth discussions, plus walks in the woods, and time for 
personal reflection, warm fellowship and fun.     Retreat cost: $116, includes leadership, 3 meals, accom-
modations, and retreat supplies.   

 

Sheep to Shawl 
Sunday, April 22nd, 2012 

Noon-4pm 
 

Ever wonder where your wool socks came from, how your favorite blanket was made, or 
why you see so many sheep farms while driving through the western United States? 

 

Through the wool they grow, the meat the produce, and the endless products they provide, 
sheep have become an asset to our society.  Sheep shearing is an antique practice that has 
evolved greatly over the years and at this year’s Sheep to Shawl event will focus on demon-

strating different forms of shearing.   
 

Our program will be an entertaining demonstration of sheep shearing practices.  The high-
light of the event is the 1:30 P.M. presentation of the sheep which will be accompanied by 

the pipes and drums of the Emerald Society and then the actual shearing of our own sheep.  
We will have electric and hand shearing demon-

strations for guests to enjoy.   
 

In addition to the shearing, guests can witness 
the next few steps of the wool making process 

as well as visiting all of our animals in the barns.  
Children will be able to make a “sheep to shawl” 

craft and buy lunch straight from the farm’s 
grill. 

 

Admission is $5.00 per person and gates open 
at 12 noon.   

See you there! 



A Special Emerson Hill Night in honor of Earth Day! 
 A Trek Across the Chicago Wilderness!  

        Sunday, April 22, 5:30 p.m. dinner, 6:30 p.m. program 
 Naturalist Jack MacRae will show slides and tell of his 240 mile journey from the 
Chiwaukee Prairie on the Wisconsin border to the Warren Woods in Michigan.  In fifteen 
days, Jack walked through 50 nature preserves, parks, and natural areas...all part of what 
has become known as the amazing "Chicago Wilderness."  Come and let Jack tell you 
about the awesome wilderness, right at our doorsteps, of prairies, sand dunes, forests, 
flatwoods, savannas, rivers, ponds, wetlands, ravines, and one great lake!  Jack works 
for the DuPage Forest Preserves and has written many articles for Chicago Wilderness 

magazine.  He's sure to have great photos and a passion for his work which will add inspiration to your 
commitment to honor this precious planet.    
 
Every Day is Earth Day!  
 The Center is dedicated to protecting the precious Earth environment 
every day of the year.  Each  April, on the occasion of Earth Day, we take the 
opportunity to update you on our efforts and to tell you how you can continue 
to help!   The large green and yellow dumpsters at the north end of the parking 
lot are just waiting for your paper (newspapers, magazines, office paper, enve-
lopes, etc.).   Thanks to the many of you who brought a combined total of 96 
tons of paper to our dumpsters in the past 4 years, our recycling effort has saved 78 trees from being 
cut down, and earned several hundred dollars for The Center!  The newer and smaller green and 
white Seventh Generation box in the parking lot is for collecting used clothing, shoes, and textiles. Since 
we can't take these items for our rummage sale until August, if you are cleaning out now and want to 
dispose of your items in a beneficial way, please bring them to our Seventh Generation Box, which also 
earns money for The Center, and at the same time, saves natural resources and saves landfill space.     

 Other Center efforts of the past year include new bottle and can recycle boxes 
and bins throughout our buildings and grounds, a new recycling contract with our waste 
hauler,  and the collection of our coffee grounds and vegetable scraps for the garden 
compost pile.  Way ahead of the times, the farm has been recycling its manure and oak 
leaves onto the fields for the past 78 years!   
  
Several former campers have written to say that Dr. Seuss'  new "Lorax" movie has 

brought back memories of learning to care about the environment at camp, where we've watched the 
original version of "The Lorax" for the past 30 years.   So we continue to try to be part of the grand effort 
to conserve resources, make less waste, and most importantly, to teach our guests and our fellowship 
of all ages, to treat the Earth as though it really mattered.  It does--big time! 

It’s  not  too  early  to  think  about   

SUMMER...fest! At the farm, Saturday, June 2, 10 am – 4 pm  
 
  Mark your calendars!  Tell your friends!  Kick off a summer of fun at the farm! 
Centered  around  a   “Green  Fair”   of   environmental  organizations  and  vendors  of  environmentally-friendly 
products, plus garage sale vendors, flea market vendors, and craft vendors, horse rides, hayrides, crafts, 
animals, live music, games, and great food!  Spread the word—THIS is the way to start the summer!   



SPECIA L EVENTS THIS MONTH  
REIKI 
Sunday, April 29, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  in the Fireside Room of the lodge 
Reiki is a gentle, relaxing and peaceful form of energy healing, especially beneficial for those suffering from physical or 
emotional pain.   Reiki practitioner Sharon Butler will be joined by fellow Reiki practitioners to offer their healing services, 
asking a suggested donation of $10 per participant to The Center.  Advance registration is necessary; as participation is 
limited. Until the 15th of the month, registration is limited to new participants in our Reiki program.  After that time, returning 
participants may register for any remaining spaces.   
 

Celebrating your wedding anniversary in April? Then you are invited to our April  
ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS CEREMONY 
Sunday, April 15, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers.  
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful evening of cele-
brating and renewing your marriage commitment.  The evening begins with a Vespers Service at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. 
After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of 
Wedding Vows ceremony.  For reservations, send $75 for dinner for two, to be received no later than April 2.  
   Planning ahead?  The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for May 20.  
TOASTMASTERS 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays   
April 4 and 18, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Toastmasters is an opportunity for folks who wish to improve their public communication skills.  If you'd like to develop the skills 
and confidence to stand and speak before large or small groups of people, then we invite you to join our group.  Toastmasters 
is an internationally renowned program, involving a structure of both planned and impromptu short speeches, with evaluations 
by members of the group.  The Center's Toastmasters Club consists of staff, volunteers, and friends of The Center.  No com-
mitment is necessary to try it out: so join us on the 1st or 3rd Wednesday evening of the month.  For more information, talk to 
Dave Sanders or Lois Lauer. 
 

CENTER SINGERS 
Every Monday, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
The Center Singers, a choral group consisting of members of The Center's fellowship, has rehearsals each Monday evening 
from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the Lodge.  Led by director Penny Wills and rehearsal accompanist Shirley Swanson, the group sings 
once each month at Vespers in the Wayside Chapel and occasionally at special events.  The Center Singers always welcomes 
new members.  If you are interested, please call the office for information. 

 

FELLOWCRAFTERS Gift Shop News 
Happy springtime to everyone!!  Why not celebrate by coming to 
The Center to see the magnificent display of wildflowers, and 
then stopping in the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop?  Blanche has been 
hard at work creating the lovely floral arrangements, which will 
help your home to reflect the springtime beauty happening in na-
ture outdoors.  Easter is almost here, and we have cute bunny 
pins—some made from felt and others which are hand cro-
cheted.  For your Easter table, we have darling hand knit egg co-
zies which look like tiny chickens.  They surely will bring joy to 
your Easter celebrations.  Also for your home, we have adorable 
crocheted hot pads in the shape of chicks, cheery kitchen towels, 
and dishcloths.  If  you’re  looking  for  items  for  your  Easter  baskets  
for children, we have Easter necklaces and bracelets, sports 
themed key chains, and cute bunny lollipops.  For adult Easter 

baskets,  check  out  our  “secret”  wallets,  sewing  kits,  mini  tissue  covers,  Bingo  birds  (to  bring  good  luck  to  the  players!),  and 
jars of honey from a local producer.  You can dress your little ones in precious hand knit sweaters, some with matching 
booties.  As you can tell, our shop is bursting with many wonderful handmade creations, so we hope you will stop in 
soon.  If you are attending the Easter Egg Roundup, be sure to visit our table--we'll have lots of great little gifts for Easter 
baskets! To each of you, a very Happy Easter from the Fellowcrafters!  
 

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 
A spiritual companion helps others freely explore what God is doing in their lives and guides them toward determining their own 
response.  Spiritual companionship is not psychotherapy, although a person in therapy may also seek spiritual companionship, 
in  order  to  explore  how  God’s  call  and  compassion  are  present  during  life’s  toughest  moments.    We  all  need  the  love,  support, 
and witness of other travelers on this, our spiritual journey.  Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to 
The Center, by offering her one-on-one spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, 
meditation, and dialogue.  The cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund.  Please, call the office at any 
time for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday. 



CENTER CINEMA Buck (2011) Cindy Meehl, 89m Color-Film Classics Shared and Discussed 
Friday April 13th, 6:30 - 8:30 
 
This  is  the  true  story  of  Buck  Brannaman,  one  of  the  inspirations  for  Robert  Redford’s  fine  film  The 
Horse Whisperer. Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times calls Buck “Extraordinary  .  .  .  .  An  excep-
tional slice of Americana about the kind of unsung hero that America loves to love . . . . Buck trans-
ports  us  to  a  better  world.”  Lively  discussion  to  follow.  We'll  bring  popcorn.  Free. 
 
 
 

SPRING WILDFLOWER WALKS  
Leaders: Carol Alesia and Lois Lauer 
6 Tuesday evenings beginning, April 10, 5:30 - 6:30 pm 
Each spring the Palos woods hosts an amazing display of ephemeral wildflowers---
short lived beauties that manage their entire life cycle in the short early days of spring 
before the oak trees shade the forest floor.  By June, these "spring beauties" are but a 
lovely memory.  So we invite you to join us this spring, for this series of leisurely na-
ture rambles which  will immerse us in the magnificent progression of spring wildflow-
ers,  from  the  early  Bloodroots    and  Dutchman’s  Breeches  to  the  Spring  Beauties  and   
Virginia Bluebells and finally the May apples and Jack-in-the-Pulpits.  Both novice and 
experienced nature lovers enjoy these walks which include at least one field trip to 
nearby forest preserves in addition to The Center woods.  Please call to register and be sure  we have your phone number 
and/or email, so we can contact you with schedule changes.  Wear sturdy hiking shoes for spring mud.  Program fee: $25 for 
6 walks. Please call to pre-register. 
 
WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! 
Tuesday, April 24, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  (Take note: Our meeting is rather early this month!) 
WOMANTALK!  is  a  wonderfully  nurturing  and  supportive  women’s  discussion  group,  led  by  Mary  Ann  Grzych,  and  focus-
ing  on  the  month’s  readings   in  Sarah  Ban  Breathnach’s  “Simple  Abundance,”  or  any  other   inspirational  resources  that  
ladies would like to bring to share.  The focus of Womantalk is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and 
gratefully.  Please call to say you will be coming.   

  

   "Barn to Be Wild 4 U"      May 12-13, 2012  

For our fourth annual Barn to be Wild  fundraiser, Lois Lauer is spending 
the weekend IN the pigpen.  She's looking for sponsors, donors, pen pals, and visitors who 
will help her with this one-of-a-kind zany “fun raiser" fundraiser.  She hopes you are willing 
to make this event a huge success.  You can watch the entire proceedings on  live webcam, 

and you can come and keep her company too! You can donate online, or 
give a check to Lois or one of her super-committed "pen pals" who are 
each trying to raise $1000 -- just to keep Lois penned up with the pigs!  

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
 

Our seventh annual SPRINGTIME  TEA…amidst  the  Wildflowers! 
Sunday, May 6, 2-4 pm 

Please  join  us  for  an  afternoon  of  “high  tea”  sandwiches  and  sweets,  plus  music,   
wildflowers, and an inspiring tribute to women:  

"The Spirit of Women" by teacher/counselor Pat McEnerney 
 Weather permitting, seating available both indoors and out.. Hats and gloves encouraged!  

Tickets: $25 each (please call to reserve tickets) 
 
(We are going to pre-assign tables to make seating flow easier this year, so please tell us 
when you reserve tickets if you have friends with whom you want to sit  or preferences on 

seating locations.) 
   
Sunday, June 3, 5:30 p.m.: JAZZ IN THE PINES featuring The Darlene Baresch Jazz Quartet! 



HOLY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday as some know it) is April 5th .  Please join us at 7pm for a special Communion service in the Wayside 
Chapel commemorating the Last Supper of Jesus.  This service will be rich in silence, music and prayer.  We will break bread and share 
the cup in remembrance of Him. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY LABYRINTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS,  
APRIL 6th, 9:00 am -5:00 pm 
The Stations of the Cross and the Labyrinth are joined together to offer you a unique way to experience the passion of Jesus.  
These Scriptural Stations of the Cross have 15 stations modeled on the Scriptural Stations celebrated by Pope John Paul II on Good Fri-
day, 1991.  There will be prayer books to guide you on your journey. Come any time between 9am and 5pm.  
The labyrinth will be set up just south of the Wayside Chapel  
 
Meditation: Attending the Silence  
Every Tuesday evening: 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm 
Every Monday* and Thursday morning: 9:00 am-9:30 am 
*Our Monday morning meditation will be offered specifically for the intention of peace in the world.  Please join Chris Hopkins 
for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week.  Come whenever you are able. 
 
Gather Round the Table 
Sunday evening, April 15th at 6:00 pm 
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer.  We remember when Jesus broke bread with his disciples and friends and 
we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening their relationship with God.  We gather in a circle of mutual-
ity, open and inclusive—please join us! 
 

GOD AS US!  THE SACRED FEMININE & THE SACRED MASCULINE 
Tuesday evenings: 6:30 pm & Thursday mornings: 10:00 am 
This dvd series continues through the month of April. 
 
Vespers in the Chapel 
Every Sunday, 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm 
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hopkins.  The Chapel stands 
on  the  highest  point  of  The  Center’s  grounds  and  symbolizes  the  underlying  spirituality  of  all  Center  programs.   
All are welcome! 
         **Please note:  Sunday, April 22nd is Earth Day.  Services will be held out of doors, so please dress for the weather! 
 
Family Service Sunday 
April 22th at 10:00 am 
Please join us as we gather outside (please dress appropriately) in the Camp Pavilion (on the west side of Southwest Highway) for 
this  family  friendly  service.    This  month  we  will  celebrate  Earth  Day  with  the  awareness  of  God’s  Presence  in  all  of  creation.  We 
will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends! 
 
*Our Family Services will continue once a month throughout 2012.  So that you can mark your calendar, the dates are:  May 20th, 
June 24th,  July 29th,  August 26th, Sept. 23rd, October 21st, November 25th & December 24th.  All the services, except for Christmas 
Eve, are on Sunday at 10am. 
 
Earth Day Labyrinth, April 22nd 9am-5:30pm 
The Labyrinth will be available on Earth Day, 2012. You are invited to walk this ancient, meditative tool and reflect upon the gift 
that  our  home  planet  Earth  is  to  us.    Come,  spend  a  bit  of  time  to  enter  into  Earth’s  beauty  with  wonder  and  gratitude.    The  Laby-
rinth will be set up just south of the Chapel. 

 

    EA S TER S UN RIS E S ERVICE 
The Resurrection is ever new, trumpeting the good news of everlasting life. We 
celebrate the emergence of life through death on Sunday, April 8th at 7:00 a.m. at 
our Sunrise Service. We begin in the Lodge as we celebrate the tomb and the events 
leading up to the Resurrection. Then as we walk out to the hillside in front of the 
Chapel, we go into the Sunlight of the Resurrection. 

Let us again experience the Resurrection! 
 

Easter Sunday morning, April 8th at 7:00 a.m. 
 
 After the service please join us for coffee & hot cross buns. 

           For your spiritual enrichment……………………... 



 

Name__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone__________________________________________________ 
 
# of Bags____________________________  Total $ Due_________ 

 
Please Place Orders By April 1st ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
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Home of  The Clovers 4H Club  Presents Our Spring Fundraiser. . . 

Manure for Money 

Spring Junior Farmers 
Help join us in the welcoming of spring!  Junior Farmers in the spring session will have the unique opportunity to experi-
ence all the spring babies of the farm!  We will be blessed with the arrival of baby goats, lambs, calves, bunnies, & chicks!  
Children will spend one hour a week truly engaged with our farm animals.  The junior farmer classes are led by Miss Kay 
who has a true passion for baby animals herself.  She will certainly pass that love along to all of her junior farmers!   

 

Spring Session 
$84 - 7 week session 

 Beginning April 9th, 10th, 11th & 14th   
 

 

Choose a Session: 
 Ages 3-6 

Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm  
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm 

 

Ages 6-8 
Saturday 2:00-3:00pm 

 

Ages 6-12 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm  

 

Ages 9-12 
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm 

Seeking outdoor lovers with an enthusiasm for  
children  and  animals… 

 

The  Children’s  Farm  is  looking  for  Educational  Farm  Tour  Guides  to  help  with  the  busy  spring  season  
ahead of us.  Farm tour guides are needed for weekday group tours and weekend family time.  Edu-
cational Farm Volunteers need no experience, as all training will be provided.  The only necessary 
qualifications are an interest in animals and nature and a love for children!  No help is too small.  
One hour a day or one hour a month will be greatly appreciated.  Please do not hesitate to call for 
more information.  (708) 361-3650 





Farm and N a t u re D isc ove ry P resc hoo l 
 

M ar c h was a wond er f u l mon t h wi t h  lo ts o f  e xp loring t aking p la c e .  We 
were “Nature Detectives” all month long.  April will be filled with lots of 
spring proje c ts and  d isc ove ries o f  t he wond ers o f  na t u re a t  t h e f a rm.  W e 
are c u r ren t ly r egis t e ring f o r nex t  f a ll as we ll as o u r 4 t h  A nnu a l Summer 
P resc hoo l, a t wo-week program t ha t  r evo lves aro und learning a ll aspe c ts 
o f  t h e f arm.  I n f o rma t ion and regis t ra t ion f o rms may be f o u nd on o u r 
websi t e . P lease c a ll K r is t in a t  t h e presc hoo l a t  708-361-8933 o r email me a t  
f a rmandna t u re @sb cgloba l.ne t  i f  yo u wo u ld lik e a t o u r o r in f o rma t ion on 
ei t he r program. 

 
 

JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 6-8 JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6 JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6 

  
June 18  -  June 29 

  
July 9  -   July 20 

  
July 23 -   Aug. 3 

  
Aug. 6  -   Aug. 17 

  

  
June 18  -  June 29 

  
July 9  -   July 20 

  
July 23 -   Aug. 3 

  
Aug. 6  -   Aug. 17 

  

  
June 18  -  June 29 

  
July 9  -   July 20 

  
July 23 -   Aug. 3 

  
Aug. 6  -   Aug. 17 

  
Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mornings 9am – noon 
$200 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
Afternoons 1pm-2pm 

$84 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
Afternoons 2:30pm-3:30pm 

$84 

                                                             
  

FARM EXPLORERS DAY CAMP 
Grades 2nd-7th 

  
July 2 – July 6          9am – 4pm 

  
5 DAY CAMP FEE $300 

mailto:farmandnature@sbcglobal.net


CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND SALES 
What an excellent way to plant your garden  

with love! 
Tomatoes, Herbs, and Flowers  

for  your summer garden 
$4 PER POT 

 
 Please help children come to camp by ordering vegetables, herbs, and this year,  

even flowers! Order forms available online or in the office. 

�

We  are  so  excited  to  be  offering… 
Introduction to Basic Horsemanship Level 1 and Level 2 

For children in grades 3rd through 6th 

Monday Class begins April 16th, Thursday Class begins April 19th 

$200 per child 
 

The Center is pleased to be offering an introduction to Basic Horsemanship and Riding to children 
as young as 3rd grade.  This five week class will meet from 4:30pm-6:30pm  at  The  Children’s  

Farm.  Level 1 will met on Mondays and Level 2 will meet on Thursdays.  These classes will focus 
on teaching ground handling techniques, such as grooming, saddling, bridling, and leading as well 
as basic horseback riding skills such as posture, balance, and an introduction to the gaits of walk, 
jog, and lope.  Children will learn fundamental horse anatomy, information on breeds and colors 

and gain an overall sense of familiarity with horses and horseback riding.  Participants must have 
physician’s  approval  and  signed  parental  release  to  participate.   

Enrollment in the Level 2, Thursday Class,  
requires  instructor’s  approval. 

Class size is limited to 6, so call to register today! 



TUESDAY LUNCHEONS  
12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M.  

 
We have a wonderful luncheon and enlightening program every Tuesday at The Center. The luncheons begin at 12:00 
noon and are followed by the program. Cost is $15. Please make reservations by the Sunday before the Tuesday luncheon. 
Call 708-361-3650 to make your reservation.  
 
 Tuesday, April 3:  Celebrating the Seder   
In honor of Passover, we will gather to celebrate this Jewish ritual feast.  The 
Seder Meal is symbolic of the Exodus of the ancient Israelites from Egypt.  
Please join Rev. Chris and Dr. Bill  Hopkins to learn about the meaning of the 
Jewish Seder meal, and its significance both to the Jewish religion and to the 
history of Christianity.  We'll eat unleavened bread, drink grape juice, taste the 
bitter herbs, and enjoy the paschal meal of gyros and pitas, followed by the 
Christian tradition of yummy hot cross buns as our dessert. 
 

 
�Tuesday, April 10:  Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Professional actress and storyteller, Paddy Lynn, returns to our luncheon stage 
with her first-person portrayal of one of American's most influential novelists, the 
author of Uncle Tom's Cabin.  As Harriet Beecher Stowe, Paddy Lynn reveals the 
story of how this little five foot woman from New England stirred the conscience of 
America on issues of slavery and shaped public opinion in America.   The story of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe is an inspiration to all of us struggling to do the right 
thing.  In this program Paddy Lynn tires to capture the heart and soul of this 
gentle powerhouse and share her story with all who will listen. 
  
 
 

 Tuesday, April 17: Nourish: What's the Story of Your Food?  
Join us for a viewing of the DVD Nourish and a lively discussion led by Lois Lauer 
following the film, which invites us to look beyond our plate as we explore where 
our food comes from.   Narrated by actress Cameron Diaz, the film features inter-
views with best-selling author Michael Pollan, healthy food advocate Anna 
Lappe', chef Alice Waters, and others.  Nourish offers a big-picture view of our 
food system, starting with a global perspective, and finishing with tips for individ-
ual action to create a sustainable future. Center Chef Rob MacKenzie will feature 
healthy local foods in his luncheon menu---including spring asparagus from the 
farm garden! 
 

 Tuesday, April 24: Southern India and Sri Lanka 
Good friends John and Lenette Staudinger will tell of their travels and show 
slides of their trip into the contemporary Indian states of Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu.  Their photos show of their passage through the area that provided the 
backdrop for the film A Passage to India, where they viewed marvelous Hindu 
temples and had a close view of village life.  Also included in their tour was 
the island paradise of Sri Lanka.  Join us for an armchair adventure to the 
other side of the world. 
 
 
         Coming  in  May…….. 

 
Tuesday, May 1, 12pm: MAYDAY! IN HAITI! Healing and Helping Haiti Recover, by volunteer Shaun Harty 



Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins!  Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" 
at...  

THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS:  
                                                12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park 
                                                                   (708) 361-3650 

 
APRIL-MAY ART SCHEDULE 2012 

Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts. All classes require pre-registration 

KIDS’  ART  CLASSES:  Drawing,  Printmaking,  Papermaking,  Painting,  Pottery,  And  More! 
 
New 6-week sessions begin Saturday morning, April 14 
Choose 9 - 10:30 am or 10:30 am -12 noon 
SMALL CLASSES, ENTHUSIASTIC TEACHERS!   
Grades K-1: Jessie Schaar, 2-3: Sarah Zalewski, 4-8: Maggie Martin 
At the Log Cabins, kids become part of a creative community, learn new artistic skills, and are 
encouraged to express their own unique personalities.  Class Fee: $66.   All materials provided. 

 
  SUMMERTIME OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS 
 4 two-week sessions , beginning June 18, July 9, July 23, and August 6 

    Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings, 9-11 a.m. 
OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS is a summer opportunity for kids featuring an immersion in the combined worlds 
of art and nature.    Class Fee $110 per 2 week session  
(When registering for kids' summer classes, please state grade in school in autumn 2012) 
 
LOOKING FOR A CREATIVE BIRTHDAY PARTY?  
Our  children’s  art  instructors  organize  fun  and  creative  projects  for  the  party.  Each party guest creates a project to 
take home, plus contributes to a group project for the birthday boy or girl.  You supply the cake and balloons. We 
supply the creative fun!   $10 per child plus a $2 - 5 per child supply fee for chosen projects.  Talk to one of the art 
teachers  or  email  loislauer@sbcglobal.net  to  schedule  your  child’s  party  today! 
  
FAMILY ART                                                Instructor: Shari Wenzel 
All family art workshops include hands-on creative projects which allow for individual expression combined with coop-
erative family effort.   

FOR-THE=BIRDS ART!  Sunday, April 15, 2 - 3:30 p.m. 
Make a great bird feeder from a recycled bottle,  a wire nesting sphere to fill with soft fibers, and some heart-
shaped bird treats to hang in your yard.    Workshop fee: $6 per person. 

 

TEEN DRAWING AND PAINTING (grades 7-12)          
6 Monday evenings, beginning April 16, 6:00- 7:30 p.m.    Instructor: Magen Martin 
Instruction and critique in the basic elements of art such as composition, shading, colors, and textures.  Choose 
either to draw or to paint.  Class Fee: $66 includes all supplies, except sketchbooks and pencils.  
 

ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 
 
MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP 
6 Monday afternoons beginning April 23,  1-3 pm     Instructor:  Beth LaMie  (www.bethlamie.com) 
Discover and preserve your own family stories. Use writing prompts, exercises and sharing techniques to capture 
memories. Learn how to ferret out story ideas, how to organize your thoughts and experiences, how to enjoy the 
process and how to elicit stories from others. Beth is a Personal Historian who enjoys helping people start writing 
their own fabulous family stories. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal, and your favorite writing instrument.  
Class Fee: $78 
 
PEN AND INK DRAWING         
6 Thursday mornings beginning April 19, 9:00-11:30 a.m.         Instructor: Lois Hrejsa 
         Enjoy instruction and critique in shape, value, texture, shading, shadow, composition, and 
perspective, as you learn basic drawing, with the added interest of stark black and white con-
trast.  Beginner? Start with simple exercises.  Experienced? Work on further development of tech-
niques, landscape drawings, portraits, and individual style.  Class Fee: $98.  List of required sup-
plies available in office.  

http://www.bethlamie.com


WATERCOLOR PAINTING                                
Wednesday or  
Thursday evenings beginning April 18 or19,   6:30 – 9:00 p.m.   Instructor: Lenox Wallace (www.lenoxwallace.com) 
 or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning April 19, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.   Instructor: Lois Hrejsa 
 Critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, negative painting, brush stroke usage, and more.  
Wednesday evenings feature structured lessons for beginning watercolorists.  Thursday evenings are for experienced 
painters, each working individually with occasional guidance and critique.  Thursday afternoons include instruction in 
techniques, color mixing and theory, washes, light and shadow, etc, for beginning painters, while ongoing students 
receive advanced assignments and further explore their particular area of interest.  Class Fee: $98 for 6 week session.  
List of required supplies available in office. 
 
STONEWARE POTTERY  
6 Thursday evenings beginning April 19, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.    Instructor: Karen Stasky 
 Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as  beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases, in 
addition to interesting decorative pieces.  Beginner? Learn a variety of hand-building techniques.  Returning student?  
Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels.  Class Fee: $78 plus $15 materials fee.  
 
WOODCARVING  
6 Wed evenings beginning April 18, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.      Instructor: Keith Miller 
or 6 Thurs mornings beginning April 19, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.   Instructor: Keith Miller 
 Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving in the round, using basswood and butternut.  Cre-
ate beautiful animals, objects, and faces. If you're new to woodcarving, you'll make 3-6 projects such as a goose, a 
shoe, an egret, and miniature people.  If you're experienced, you may design your own projects.  Class Fee: 
$78.  Wood and bench knives are available for purchase in class for approximately $25.  
 
COLLAGE       
6 Wed mornings beginning April 18,  9:30 a.m. – 12 noon  Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com) 
         Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media  collages...  an  opportunity  to  “play  in  your  
own  world  of  artistic  expression  with  a  fun  and  easy  art  form!”   Class Fee: $98.  List of required supplies available in 
office.  
 
QUILTING                                                    
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning April 18 , 1-3 p.m.       Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
  Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics.  Join our merry group of 
quilters, as you learn to design your project, cut your fabrics, piece them together, add batting and 
backing, and stitch it all together to create a baby quilt, wall hanging, or other pieced fabric pro-
ject.   Class Fee: $ 78.  Purchase your own fabrics before the first class.  A list of required fabrics 
and supplies is available in the office.   
 
BASKETMAKING        
6 Thursday mornings beginning March 29,  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.    Instructor: Ann Fowler 
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning March 29,  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.     Instructor: Jane Dwyer 
         Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket  with your choice of colored trim.  Continue on to 
learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and sizes of baskets and choose your own project in consultation with 
the instructor.  You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and choice of projects.  Class 
Fee: $78  plus $25 materials fee. 
               
WEAVING  
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning March 28, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.       Instructor: Nettie Botts 
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your choice. Returning 
weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice.  Class Fee: $78, plus $10 materials fee for 
new weavers.  Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects. 

 
LAPIDARY            
5 Wednesday evenings, beginning April 25, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.    Instructor: Sharon 
Byrne  
or 5 Monday mornings, beginning April 2, 9 -11 a.m. Instructor: Larry Rothenberg 
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones.  Create a pair of 
round or oval stones, and then advance to more complex designs.  Class Fee: $65 
plus $10 materials fee for new students.  Students purchase rocks for future pro-
jects.   
 

http://www.lenoxwallace.com
http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com


STAINED GLASS    
6 Thursday evenings beginning April 19, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.                  Instructor: Harry Meneghini 
 Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and color and the techniques 
of cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper foil to join the pieces of glass.  Start with simple projects, 
and eventually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps.  Class Fee: $78.  A list of glass and supplies which 
will need to be purchased by each student will be distributed the first day of class, or may be obtained at The Center 
office, although Harry suggests waiting until after the first class to make any purchases. 
 
CREATIVE WRITING    
6 Thursday evenings, beginning April 19, 6:30 - 8 p.m.         Instructor: Brent Palucki 
 Work on descriptive paragraphs, short stories, and poems, as you develop your own style, through a series 
of writing assignments and fun and supportive class critique sessions.  Class Fee: $60.  Please bring a notebook 
and your favorite pen or pencil. 
 
WRITING FOR MAGAZINES   
6 Monday evenings, beginning April 16, 6:30 pm - 8 pm                  Instructor: Susan Alexander 
 Learn how to prepare, how to organize your article, how to choose appropriate magazines, how to research 
their submitting guidelines, how to edit...and how to get your first article submitted by the end of the 6 week class.  
Susan writes a column for an international magazine and would love to help you get started on a writing journey too.  
Class Fee: $60  Please bring a paper, pencil, and favorite magazine to first class. 

 
CALLIGRAPHY                                                      Instructor: Marge Boyd  
(www.penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
6 week session begins Mon afternoon, April 16, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
 Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering.  In the course of a year of calligraphy 
classes, you will learn the graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing.  You construct a 
small book in whose pages you add lettering and other decorations. Class Fee: $98.  List of re-
quired supplies available in office. 
 
 

PAPERMAKING             Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com) 
Wed. evening, April 18, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
   Explore many forms of "painting" with pulp to create lovely and unique papers. Class fee: $13 plus $5 materials fee 
 
GOURDCRAFT          Instructor: Karen Caldwell(www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell)  
OCEAN DRUMS* 
3 Monday evenings, April 16, 23,and 30, 6:30  - 9 p.m. 
(Interested in a 4 - 6:30 p.m. class?   Let us know.)   
Create an amazing gourd drum, starting with a dried 12" gourd, and then drawing, paint-
ing, and wood- burning on designs.  The Ocean Drum represents love of natural sound 
and our attempts to capture the uncapturable as if we could hold the sea in our hands. 
Class Fee: $49 plus $72 materials fee.  (If you are interested in a larger drum, contact 
Karen in advance.) 
*Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd ready for you. 
  
PAPER-CRAFTS:                Instructor: Ann Fowler 
Fellowcrafter Ann Fowler loves paper! She folds, cuts, glues, punches, and arranges layers of papers to create 
sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarming, always beautiful, cards!  
Tues morning, March 27, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon : Easter Cards 
Use stamps and stickers for 2 cute and 1 religious card. 
Tues morning, April 24, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon:  Fun Folds! 
Use a scorer to gate fold, buckle fold and a triangular fold to add a new look (and shape!) to your cards.  
Class fees: $17 plus $6 materials fee per workshop. Bring craft tweezers if you have them. 
 

 
NATURAL EGG DYEING             Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Friday afternoon, March 30, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Bring a basket of one or two dozen hard-boiled eggs, and join in the fun of creating beautiful 
earth-toned eggs for special Easter centerpiece.  We'll use natural berries, bark, leaves , 
and flower petals to create gentle greens, blues, yellows, pinks, lilacs, and tans.    And we'll 
even create our own crinkly-paper Easter grass.  Workshop fee: $16 

http://penandpaints.blogspot.com
http://www.vbartworks.blogspot.com
http://www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell


Fellowship Corner: 

The Center has become a central part of my life in the past several  
 years. I do have earlier memories of the Center having grown up   
   nearby.  Once was making a little ceramic elephant in the log cabin  
     and also being in an art show with Marion Neilsen’s art class in the   
      Lodge.   Another memory is of my Dad doing some work at the  
    Center with some of the church members, maybe on one of the cabins.  
      And when our duck, Peeper was too big to keep, we brought her to  
      the Center! 
     I grew up near the Presbyterian Church but moved to Iowa to attend  
     college. When we moved back here, it was hard to find friends.  I loved  
    art and always wanted to take a watercolor class so after reading an  
    article in the paper advertising a watercolor workshop at the Center, I  
   decided to try it.  I loved the experience of painting outdoors and loved  
  the oak trees and especially working with other artists.  After that I  
became a regular in the art classes taking watercolor and collage and the  
Artists Way class.  Lois finally persuaded me to teach calligraphy.  As a  
student and a teacher,  I 've met the friends I was meant to be with- other  
like-minded people who loved art too!  There is such camaraderie in the  
classes and everyone gives so much support to each other and the teachers 
 have such a generous attitude of sharing their knowledge.  I’ve met some  
wonderful people and have made long lasting friends.   I’m so glad I was  
led back to the Center. 
 
Dear Marge---We are so glad             you found your way back to the Center.   
You've become an integral                        part of this place,  generously sharing  
your  knowledge and                                             adding your spirit to  the  
   creative life  of  
     The Center! 

Marge Boyd 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY  WORKSHOP-Digital or Film, Your Choice      
Instructor: Rick Steffen 
 Ever wonder how some people get such great photos?  Rick Steffen can help you 
learn to do it too. Just bring whatever camera you have, and Rick will help you to use it 
more  easily  and  more  effectively.      He’ll  demonstrate  how  to  take  great  photos  and  share  
his strategies for composing great pictures, getting the right exposure on each shot, and, 
perhaps, most importantly, how to look for great subject matter in nature.  Rick will bring 
his laptop, to demonstrate downloading and organizing photos on your own computer, and 
will project the class photos onto a large screen at the last session.  We offer 4 workshops 
and encourage you to sign up for all four!  Class Fee: $48 for 4 session series ($13 individual session registration)  

   Saturday, May 5, 9-11 a.m.: The Basics of Photography.   
   Saturday, May 12, 9-11 a.m.: The Tools of the Nature Photographer.  
   Saturday, May 19, 9-11 a.m.: Field Techniques of the Nature Photographer  
   Saturday, May 26, 9-11 a.m.: Review and Critique of Class Photos 

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops.  Class and materials fees are due at time of registra-
tion.  All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee.  No refunds or transfers of fees are avail-
able for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the beginning of class.  To register by mail, send check and the follow-
ing information: Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth date 
and  grade  in  school,  plus  parents’  names  and  emergency  contact  information. 



http://www.thecenterpalos.org 
email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 
Parish and Community Center Foundation 
12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

E A ST E R E G G R O U N D U P A T T H E FA R M :  
S a t u r d a y, A p r i l 7        

A d v a n c e T i c k e ts  R e q u i r e d :   
 

Tickets available for:  
10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon,  

12:30, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, and 2:30 pm  
$18 per child  (no charge for adults)  

 

Children, accompanied by parents, are invited for a spe-
cial day of decorating an egg from the chicken coop, visit-
ing the bunnies, riding a horse, seeing the farm animals 
wearing their best Easter bonnets, meeting the Easter 
Bunny, and finding a colored egg in the Easter Bunny's 
Magic Forest! Be sure to dress to be outside! Advance 
tickets for the Easter Egg Roundup are required because 
we have to have enough eggs and treats for all the chil-
dren who visit. Tickets are available at the lodge office. 
You need to get them early, as they are limited in number.   

     

     PANCAKE BREAKFAST!    8 AM – 12 NOON 
If you come in the morning, please take the time to enjoy breakfast in the Anderson Center at the farm. All you 
can eat pancakes and sausage, orange juice and hot coffee cost $6 per adult and $3 per child. The Palos 
Heights Kiwanis Club generously donates their time and their talents as pancake makers to provide this delicious 
additional opportunity to support The Center. You can stop for pancakes before, during, or after your Easter Egg 
Roundup experience. If you have no children to bring to the Roundup, you are welcome to come just for the 
breakfast! Advance tickets to the pancake breakfast are available in the office, plus at the door as long as the 
pancakes last! 
    PLUS HOT DOGS FOR SALE!  12 NOON - 3 P 
Farm volunteers and staff will be grilling and selling hot dogs, plus soda, coffee, and bakesale goodies for after-
noon visitors who want to picnic under the pavilion before, during, or after their Easter Egg Roundup experience. 
   

  PLEASE PLAN TO COME FOR BREAKFAST OR STAY FOR LUNCH...OR BOTH! 


