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The Center gives people of all 

faiths, backgrounds, and ages the 

space to dream, grow, and become 

fully alive—physically, mentally, 

emotionally, and spiritually. 

“A place for celebration,  enrichment and healing” 

 

Generosity, Providence and Grace 
(Each year in our June newsletter we run  this brief history of the Wayside Chapel.) 

 

The journey of The Center has been one filled with Generosity, Providence and Grace. The story of the Way-
side Chapel offers, in a nutshell, a clear example of the Generosity of people, the Providence of God, and the 
Grace that upholds us all. I’d like to share with you a brief history of the Wayside Chapel to show you exactly 
what I mean.  So here goes… 
 

From 1946-1951 the front office of the Lodge was actually the Chapel! It seated 18 people on 2’ x 6’ benches 
(and you thought our pews were uncomfortable?!) and a plywood altar. In that tiny space there was no room at 
all for a piano, much less an organ! 
 

Then, just before WWII, Adam Inhout, felt strongly that The Center needed a real chapel and he donated 
$5,000 to the cause. Mr. Inhout was very generous not only with his money but with his talents: he built the 
stone pillar at our entrance, the first girl’s dormitory in camp and the furniture that still is in the parlor of the 
Lodge. Mr. Inhout died towards the end of the war, and after the war we began to get serious about building a 
real Chapel. But we didn’t have a design… yet.  
 

Then lo and behold, a friend of The Center, Mr. Jim Pomeroy, lived in Orland Park and was a well known archi-
tect in the Palos-Orland area. Although his area of interest was houses, not chapels, he gladly took on the pro-
ject and began doing research to find the just right kind of design for The Center’s chapel. Those involved with 
the decision making agreed with Mr. Pomeroy that an A-frame design (evoking the pyramids of ancient Egypt) 
seemed to ground the Chapel to Earth (since nature was so important to us). The chapel was to be made of 
wood, since we had only the donation from Mr. Inhout and not much more money. 
 

Along comes the Providence of God once again! Carl Zimmerman had recently moved to Palos and he was 
the largest cut stone dealer in the Chicago area. One day, after having lunch with Elizabeth and Sandy he 
thought the chapel really needed to be made of stone! So with his generosity, Rocky Mountain Cobra stones, 
Lannon stone and colored stones from Tennessee were used to create the simply beautiful Chapel we know 
and love today. 
 

None of the details in the design of the Chapel were left to chance. All of the scriptures and symbols are inten-
tional and hold the mission of The Center and the dream of God. The symbols of the Trinity are on the front of 
the Chapel. The hands of God the Father are over the Chapel Bells, the Lamb represents Jesus (on the left of 
the door as you are looking at the Chapel), and the dove represents the Holy Spirit (on the right side). These 
images were carved by a German stone mason and were offered as a gift! 
 

There are two crosses on the front of the Chapel on either side of the door: on the right side is the creed of The 
Center and on the left is Scripture telling about the land. These inscriptions were the generous gift of a monu-
ment man from Chicago Heights. 
 

The stained glass window in back of the altar is a copy of an old English chapel window. The rude beams over 
the altar were designed from old English churches that had a rude beam with a screen hanging down to keep 
the cattle and other animals that came in the open building off the altar. On the beam closest to the altar, fac-
ing the pews it is inscribed: “Love never faileth.” On the beam closest to the organ loft, which you can read as 
you leave the Chapel is: “Peace be with you.”   
 

                   continued on next page 



All of the beautiful cherry woodwork: the pews, the altar, the pulpit and the lectern were the generous gift of 
the Kruissink Brothers as a memorial to their family. It was all designed by Bud and John Kruissink and of-
fered as a gift to The Center! 
 

Providence, generosity and grace.  Without grace, none of this would have happened. While The Center only 
had $5,000 in cash, even back then if there were not so many generous people who ‘happened’ to show up at 
The Center (Providence) the Chapel would have cost $40,000 back in 1951.   
 

Sometimes dreams seem outlandish. 
Sometimes dreams seem unreachable. 

Yet, when we are open and aware,  
Providence and Grace sweep in and 
Generous individuals show up and  

offer their gifts. 
 

Thank you to all who have shown generosity in the past! 
Thank you to all who are showing generosity this day! 

And thank you to all who will be generous in the days ahead! 
 

We could not be here healing and loving, teaching and celebrating, comforting and creating without you. 
Thank you from ‘The Center’ of our hearts…. 

      Peace! 

 

 

SPIRITUAL OFFERINGS: 
Meditation: Attending the Silence  
     Tuesday evenings 5:30 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.  
      Thursday mornings 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.  
Please join us for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week. Come whenever you are able.  
 

Loving-Kindness Meditation      Monday mornings  9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.  
Our Monday morning meditation is a Loving-Kindness meditation. It is not a silent meditation, but a group 
prayer for peace in the world beginning with ourselves. Come whenever you are able.  Questions may be 
directed to Chris Hopkins, 708-361-3650 
 

Mindfulness             Sunday mornings 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Mindfulness: the practice of being present to what is with kindness and curiosity. For anyone who has tried, 
they can tell you that it is easier said than done! Come gather with others who seek to be truly present to 
their lives. Find the support, guidance and companionship that you need, whenever you are able. No regis-
tration necessary. These Sunday morning sessions are team led by Dan Morley, Patty Parker & Kitty Rig-
genbach. All are welcome! 
 

Spirituality 101     Tuesday evenings 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.  (or) 
                     Thursday mornings 10:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. 
Our study of following the path of the mystics will conclude on June 21 &23. New participants are always 
welcome to join us! Watch for our new series beginning on July 5 & 7: “Summer Spirituality at The Center.” 
For the four weeks of July we will engage a variety of activities. Be sure to watch the July newsletter for fur-
ther details! Registration is required. Classes are $5/each.   
 

Vespers in the Chapel  Every Sunday 12:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.                   
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris 
Hopkins.  The Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spiritu-
ality of all Center programs. All are welcome! 
 

Communion  Sunday    June 5 12:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m. 
On the first Sunday of each month (except August and December) Communion is offered at both of our Chapel 
services.  Volunteers are needed to help set up for Communion as well as helping to distribute it.  If you are able 
and interested, please contact Chris Hopkins. ALL ARE WELCOME!   

*Please note:  we always have a non-alcoholic cup & gluten free bread. 



 

SPIRITUAL OFFERINGS: continued 
Anniversary Dinner And Renewal Of Vows    
     Sunday, June 12 , beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers 
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral or a courthouse, if you were married in June, we 
invite you to this beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment. You are invited 
to begin the evening with Vespers Service at 4:30 pm in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious  
(and delicious!) candlelight dinner in the lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding 
Vows ceremony. For reservations, send $90 for dinner for two, to be received no later than Monday, June 6. 
 

Family Service Sunday  June 19 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us as we gather outdoors behind the Lodge on the west side of Southwest Highway for this fam-
ily friendly service. And we will share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends! 
 

Spiritual Companionship 
Spiritual Director Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one 
spiritual companionship services to anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dia-
logue. The cost is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund. Please call the office at any 
time for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every 
Tuesday. We all need the love, support, and witness of others who share our journey. 
 

Mother’s Wisdom Circle  June 16 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
We are a group of moms who gather monthly to explore the joys and the struggles of raising kind hearted, 
compassionate, spiritually grounded children in today’s complex world. We seek to create an honest and 
trusting environment where we can bring our honest selves even as we seek to be our best selves.  
June’s topic for conversation is what do we want to pass on to our children? What do we want them to really 
know, to really learn, to really become? Please join us for a thoughtful and engaging conversation! Registra-
tion is GREATLY appreciated and a free will donation would be gratefully accepted! 

 

LABYRINTH OFFERINGS:   
 

Let’s gather at the labyrinth to walk in fellowship and peace.  
No registration is necessary. We will walk rain or shine!  

Hope to meet you there! 
 

Celebrate the Summer Solstice! 
Monday, June 20  6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. 

This year we will meet earlier in the evening, celebrating the 
long day’s sunshine. Please bring with you a poem or a short 
reflection about Nature, Earth or the Cosmos. We will share 
them by reading them out loud. You will want to also bring your 
bug spray, a lawn chair, and a small snack to share. We will 
have some lemonade and water available. This evening is not 
weather dependent, but the format will change if it is raining. 
Free will donations gladly accepted! Registration is required.  
 

~Tending the Labyrinth   
Do you love the labyrinth? Would you be willing to devote 
some time to keeping the labyrinth and the surrounding area 
beautiful? We are looking for volunteers to help keep the laby-
rinth looking loved and tended. It would be not only practical 
but it could be a spiritual discipline! If you are willing to help 
out, please contact Chris Hopkins at 708-361-3650. 



Farm and Nature Discovery School 
 

May has been a very busy month with creek walks, dying t-shirts for our end of the year programs, 
practicing our songs, and year end evaluations. The last week in May will be all of our programs. It 
is always a bittersweet time for us as we say good bye to our graduates and look forward to those 
returning and new students. 
 

June brings our two-week summer program. The dates are June 6-17 from 9 a.m.– noon.  There is 
still space. This is a fun program filled with exploring the farm, crafts, free play and socialization. 
We end with a little beach party. Your children will have a blast. 
 

Fall registration continues with a few spots left in our kindergarten class. If you would like to see 
the school or get on a waiting list, please call Kristin at 708-361-8933. 

PROGRAMS  OFFERED EVERY MONTH 

TOASTMASTERS ~ 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, June 1 and 15, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Toastmasters is an opportunity for folks who wish to improve their public communication skills. If you'd like to de-
velop the skills and confidence to stand and speak before groups of people, then we invite you to join The Center 
Toastmasters Club. No commitment is necessary to come and observe. For more information, talk to Dave Sand-
ers or Lois Lauer. 
 

LAUGHTER CIRCLE ~ Wednesday, June 8, 6 p.m.  
Laughter leader Kathy O’Brien, R.N., brings laughter and all its benefits to our new Laughter Circle, a group 
for people who want to LAUGH!  Not from jokes or comedy routines but rather from laughter for the sake of 
laughter, reducing stress, alleviating pain, strengthening your immune system, and even helping folks to get 
along better!  The cost each month of participating in the Laughter Circle is $5 which Kathy donates to The 
Center. Please call to reserve a spot! 
 

CENTER CINEMA ~ Film Classics Shared and Discussed: 
Friday June 10, 6:30 - 9 p.m. Julie & Julia, Nora Ephron, 2009, 
123m 
     Amy Adams and Meryl Streep star in a story about a blogger 
trying to cook all the recipes in legendary chef Julia Child’s first 
book. Lively discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but 
please call to say you’re coming. 
 

MEN’S POINT OF VIEW ~ The group meets June 21 in the Lodge at 7 p.m.  
Russ LaMantia will lead a discussion about the classic crime novel The Friends of Eddie 
Coyle by George V. Higgins. Invite a friend—New members welcome!!! 



WOMANTALK! 
Tuesday, June 28, 10-11:30 pm discussion (Bring something to eat if you’d like to stay for a potluck picnic).   
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive discussion group, focusing on the June readings in 
Sarah Ban Breathnach’s “Simple Abundance” book, or any other inspirational resources that you would like to 
bring to share.  Our focus is on learning to live authentically, joyfully, simply, gracefully, and gratefully.  Please 
call to say you will be coming.   
 

GENTLE YOGA CLASSES 
5 Tuesday evenings, beginning June 28, 6:30 - 8 pm, at the Anderson Activity Center at the farm  
We invite you to this series of gentle, restorative yoga classes taught by yoga instructor Carolyn Harms.   The 
classes will include discussion and practice on breathing, relaxation, and centering, as well as movement and 
poses.  Dress in comfortable clothing; bring a yoga mat.  Meet at the Anderson Center at the farm.   Class fee: 
$50.  Preregistration required  

PROGRAMS  OFFERED EVERY MONTH continued 

PROGRAMS  OFFERED  IN JUNE 

 

PREVENT CANCER FOUNDATION 
CARING AMBASSADORS  &  
THE CENTER INVITE YOU! 

 

FREE HEPATITIS C SCREENINGS! 
 

New studies by the Center for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) indicate Hepatitis C kills more Americans 
than any other infectious disease reported to the CDC.  Deaths associated with Hepatitis C reached an all time 
high of 19,659 in 2014. With 3.5 million Americans currently living with Hepatitis C, half of whom are unaware of 
their infection, there is a need to educate the public on the link between Hepatitis C and liver cancer.  Too many 
people are dying from a virus that can be treated and cured. Hepatitis C rates are highest among the baby 
boomer generation – individuals born between 1945 – 1965. Hepatitis C is not just a drug user problem. It af-
flicts many in our population who simply received a blood transfusion or organ transplant prior to 1992.   
 

Come get screened – It’s easy – It’s free! 

Join us on Saturday, June 11,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Anderson Center at The Children’s Farm 
Continental Breakfast Provided 

 

Mark your calendar! Summer FARM FEST!  

At the farm, Saturday, June 4, 10 am – 4 pm  
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends! Kick off a summer of 
fun at the farm at our 28th annual summer festival! Horse 
rides, hayrides, crafts, animals, live music, games. Plus 
great food, including grilled dogs and burgers, bakesale, 
popcorn, fresh lemonade, and fresh watermelon!  Also, ga-
rage sale vendors, flea market vendors, and craft vendors.  

AND, again this year, A KIDS' FLEA MARKET!   
(free space for vendors age 17 and under who want to sell 

their used toys, dolls, games, clothes, electronics, sports equipment, etc.)   
Ask in the office for vendor and kids' flea market guidelines and applications.   

 

☼ 
 

Plan to bring your friends and family. Bring 
a big smile! Enjoy a summer day at the farm! 

Festival admission:  Adults $6 Children $3 
 

☼ 
 

Spread the word—THIS is the way to start 
the summer!  



SUMMER WELLNESS BREAKFASTS begin with Intro session 7:30 a.m. on June 14  
followed by 10 Tuesday mornings, June 21 – Aug 23, 7:30 -9 a.m.,  
on the Anderson Center porch at the farm. 
We gather each week to discuss a book about healthy eating and healthy living, and how to 
care for our precious bodies. The textbook for this summer is L. Kae Graniel’s Chocolate 
Cake for the Thighs, The Anti Diet Book for Women.  Along with the book, which features 
helpful health and fitness tips that encourage a healthier lifestyle, we will be using a journal 
to track our improvements in food choices, physical activity and loving mental support. 
The discussions are facilitated by counselor Sharon Butler (MHS, CRADC).  She and Lois 
Lauer provide a simple healthy breakfast each week. Program Fee: $120 for 10 weeks. No 
charge for first introductory session on June 14. We would appreciate your calling in a reser-
vation so we can plan food, but you needn’t make a commitment to the whole summer until after June 14. 
Participants are asked to purchase a copy of the book and read the first assignment by June 21.  

PROGRAMS  OFFERED IN JULY / AUGUST 

RETREATS AT THE CENTER ... 
You deserve a break!  Treat yourself to a retreat...  

Register today to assure your spot in  

one of these wonderful experiences: 
 

Awake at The Center: A Day of Mindfulness in the Out of Doors  
Saturday, July 16: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
The grounds of The Center hold a beauty and peace that, when we take the time, 
can be truly felt. Please join us for an all day retreat, led by Dan and Sharon Morley. You will be invited to sit, to 
walk, to listen, to share, to hear, and to see the beauty and wonder that abounds all around us. Wear clothing and 
shoes appropriate for the weather as we will be spending the day out of doors. Bring your own sack lunch. We 
will picnic in our beautiful pine forest. Retreat fee: $35 includes leadership and retreat supplies.   

Have you been to The Children’s Farm this spring? Did you notice how empty our landscape appears?   
 

Sadly, the farm trees have been terribly hit by the Emerald Ash Borer. At the time of writing, we have already 

removed 18 trees and we still have another 10 to go. The landscape of the farm now looks empty and we have 

lost a lot of our shaded areas so we are on a mission to replace as many trees as possible and we need your help! 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR TREE ANGELS TO  DONATE NEW TREES TO THE FARM!! 
 

We are hoping to plant a variety of slow and fast growing trees and have priced them out at approximately $250 

a tree. If you’re interested in donating a tree in memory of a loved one, in honor of Earth Day, or just because 

you want to help re-beautify the farm, please contact us at 708-361-3650. 

     

Rummage Sale notes: 
 

Since Labor Day is so late, we’re holding the Rummage Sale earlier than usual this year, on Friday & Saturday 
August 26 & 27. 
 

We’ll start accepting donations as soon as we can after Camp ends, which means we’ll accept donations this 
year starting August 15. Please make donations no later than Wednesday, August 24. (We need Thursday to 
get the riding arena ready.) 
 

We’ll do pickups this year as usual, but please be sure to call to schedule your pickup early—as we can only 
pickup from August 15 to August 24 on weekdays this year. The last pickup, then, is Wednesday August 24. 

 

For a variety of reasons, we cannot accept the following items: 
 

Baby seats     Tube Televisions 

Entertainment centers   Tires 

Mattresses     Sleeper sofas 

                 and Anything not in saleable condition 

           Thank you for your understanding and generosity! 



 

Aleida Netzel and her family are long-time friends of The Center. 

Among her many volunteer commitments, Aleida has spent 

many, many hours helping at The Center, and her leadership 

has grown our volunteer-run eBay over the past several years. 

She came to The Center when her sons Anthony and Andrew 

were little. They enjoyed Junior Farmers and then went onto 

other activities. Aleida has said, “The Center keeps me sane 

because it’s so peaceful. When I am here I forget I have to come 

home and make dinner!” Well, it’s with a lot of sadness and a lot 

of joy that we pass on the news that Aleida and her husband 

Mark are going to be 

making a new home in 

California in mid-June.       
  

Aleida, words aren’t 

enough to thank you for 

your hard work, love, 

dedication, and kindness!  

The Center Staff 

CENTER NEWSLETTER UPDATE! 
 
Please help us in our efforts to conserve paper and 
mailing costs of our newsletter. Many folks have 
elected to receive our newsletter electronically through 
our website. This is a much “greener” way of communi-
cation which saves paper and considerable costs. How-
ever, many of you like to receive a hard copy of our 
newsletter in the mail and we certainly are happy to do 
that as well. Currently we send out 2,500 newsletters 
electronically and 2,600 hard copies through the mail. 
Of you who are receiving this hard copy newsletter we 
are asking a favor. Would you please call us, email us 

or write us and let us know your preferred method of receiving our newsletter, i.e. hard copy in the 
mail or willing to go electronic. Thank you very much for taking the time to do this.  As always we 
appreciate your interest and support!  



Camp Rodeos:  
Fridays July 1, July 15,  July 29  

and August 12  
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. @ The Children’s Farm 
Come on out and cheer on our campers! 

WE STILL HAVE RESIDENTIAL SUMMER CAMP OPENINGS! 

Do you know a child between 4
th

 and 12
th

 grade?   

Do they love the outdoors and nature?   

 

We still have availability to offer campers the chance to experience the healthy, country atmosphere of “life at the farm” dur-
ing one of our camps this summer.  We will begin our 80

th
 season of camp on Sunday, June 19

th
 and we still have Farm 

Camp openings for boys and girls entering grades 4
th
-7

th
, Ranch Camp 7 Outdoor Adventure for Teens openings for boys 

and girls entering grades 8
th
 -9

th
, and Senior Outdoor Leadership openings for male and female teens entering grades 10

th
 – 

12
th
.     

Please visit our camp webpage at thecenterpalos.org/Camps.html  

for more information and registration forms! 

FARM CAMP 
Entering grades 4

th
* – 7

th  

    ____   I  June 19  -  July 1 (12 nt.) 
 

    ____  II  July 3  -   July 15 (12 nt.) 
 

    ____  IIIA  July 17  -   July 22 (5 nt.) 
*4th graders allowed 

    ____  IIIB  July 24 -   July 29 (5 nt.) 
*4th graders allowed 

    ____  IVA  July 31  -   Aug. 5 (5 nt.) 
*4th graders allowed 

    ____  IVB  Aug. 7 - 12 (5 nt.) 
*4th graders allowed  

FARM CAMP FEE  $1075 – 12 Nights 
                                   $625 – 5 Nights  

RANCH CAMP 
Entering grades 8

th
 and 9

th  

  ____    I  June 19  - July 1 (Girls 12nt.) 
 

  ____   II  July 3   -  July 15(Girls 12nt.) 
 

  ____  III  July 17  -  July 29(Boys 12nt.) 
 

  ____  IV July 31- Aug. 12 (Girls 12nt.)  

RANCH CAMP FEE  $1225 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE FOR TEENS 
Entering grades 8

th
 and 9

th  

____  III  July 17  -  July 29(Boys 12nt.) 
 
____ IV July 31- Aug. 12 (Girls 12nt.) 

OATS PROGRAM FEE $1150  

SENIOR OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP 
Entering grades 10

th
-12

th  

    ____   I  June 19  - July 1 (Girls 12nt.) 
 

    ____   II  July 3   -  July 15(Girls 12nt.) 
 

    ____  III  July 17  -  July 29(Boys 12nt.) 
     

    ____  IV July 31- Aug. 12 (Girls 12nt.)  

SOL PROGRAM FEE  $1325  

 

Camp Wish List:  Please think of us when 
you clean this season! 

Canoes, canoe trailer, canoe paddles, used 

horse tack, cowboy boots, leather scraps, 

craft supplies, sheets or large pieces of fab-

ric, tents, camping gear, gardening tools 

and supplies, nature magazines, bean bag 

games, hand-crank ice cream makers, 

sports balls, friendship bracelet string 



Visit or call The Center today for more information on registration! 

Camp Scholarship Update… 
Thanks to the generosity of a whole community of friends, we are well on our way to our goal of 
$45,000 for the camp scholarship fund. Our scholarship fund allows children to experience camp who 
would otherwise be financially unable to attend. These children will enjoy opportunities that have a 
powerful and positive impact on their lives: days and nights filled with fresh air, caring leaders, healthy 
food, wholesome learning, group laughter and fun, and new friends.  If you have not yet made a contri-
bution to the scholarship fund, your donation will help us reach our goal!  We thank you for enabling 
us to provide this very worthwhile program. 

Summer Programs at The Children’s Farm……for Children as young as 3 years old! 

FARM EXPLORERS DAY CAMP 
Grades 2

nd
-6

th 
 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  

June 20- June 24 
June 27- July 1 
July 4 – July 8 

July 11 – July 15 
July 18 – July 22 
July 25 – July 29 

August 1 – August 5 
  

5 DAY CAMP FEE $325 

 

Farm Explorers…Five Days: Grades 2nd-6th   
Our Farm Explorers program is a five day ex-
perience that will mimic our residential camps 
in a daytime only format.  Campers, entering 
grades 2nd – 6th, in this session will spend lots 
of time at the farm with the animals and horses 
in addition to other activities like hiking, camp 
crafts, cookouts, group games, singing and 
more! 

 

Extreme Farm Explorers 
Five Days and Five Evenings  

Grades 3rd – 7th    
The next best thing to overnight camping! Ex-
treme Farm Explorers will be at camp with our 
overnight, residential campers. Campers will 
join us for morning chores, lunch, afternoon 
programs, dinner and evening activities. A 
great program for the camper that is ‘almost’ 
ready for overnight camp. 

EXTREME FARM EXPLORERS DAY CAMP 
Grades 3

rd 
– 7

th
 

  
July 24 – July 29 

July 31 – August 5 
 

Sunday Evening – 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Monday – Thursday – 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Friday – 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
  

5 DAY CAMP FEE $475 

Junior Farmers…3 days a week for 2 weeks: Ages 3-8   
Junior Farmers is a perfect program for our youngest campers. Junior Famers will learn all about the 
farm and animals while being expertly instructed by an early childhood professional and farm enthu-
siast. Classes are one or three hours long and meet on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays of each 
two week session.  

JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 6-8 JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6 JUNIOR FARMERS – ages 3-6 

  

June 20  -  July 1 
  

July 4  -   July 15 
  

July 18 -   July 29 
  

Aug. 1  -   Aug. 12 
  

  

June 20  -  July 1 filled 
  

July 4  -   July 15 
  

July 18 -   July 29 
  

Aug. 1  -   Aug. 12 
  

  

June 20  -  July 1 
  

July 4  -   July 15 
  

July 18 -   July 29 
  

Aug. 1  -   Aug. 12 
  

Meet Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday Mornings 9am – noon 
$210 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Afternoons 1pm-2pm 
$90 

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Afternoons 2:30pm-3:30pm 
$90 



Visitors are always welcome at the Log Cabins! Come...let us entice you "to express your creative spirit" at 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 
    JUNE- JULY ART SCHEDULE 2016 

 We hope you'll sign up and let those creative juices flow!  All classes require pre-registration. 
 

 

Like us on Facebook!  Go to www.facebook.com and search for Log Cabin Center for the Arts @ The 
Center, Palos Park. Check it out! 

                       KIDS, TEEN, AND FAMILY CLASSES 
 
OUTDOOR ART FOR KIDS! (grades K-8)                                            
                         Instructors: Brigitte Haney and Ruth Augspurger 
 

A world of art and nature for kids! Drawing, printmaking, pottery, painting, paper-
making, sculpture and more! Creative expression, hands-on fun, encouragement, 
and opportunities to learn new artistic techniques. Each session ends with an art 
show of the students' creations.   
   Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9-11 a.m.  

Two week sessions begin June 20, July 6 (5 class session) and 18, and August 1. 
Class Fee: $110 per 2 week session includes all supplies. (July 6 session is pro-
rated to $92)  
 

TEEN POTTERY (grades 7-12)                             
Instructor: Heather Young 
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning June 21, 6 - 7:30 p.m.     
Wonderful opportunities for artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings in the pot-
tery studio. Instruction in both hand-building techniques and throwing pots on the 
wheels. Class Fee: $85 includes all supplies.    
 

TEEN LAPIDARY (grades 7-12)                   Instructor: Larry Rothenberg 
 4 Wednesday late afternoons beginning June 8, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Creative teens are invited to learn to use the lapidary wheels 
to make smooth polished stones from rough pieces of rock. 4-
week Class Fee: $50 plus $10 materials fee for introductory 
project. Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.   

 
    TEENS are also allowed to register  
            for some adult classes. Please inquire. 
 
MOMMY AND ME ART                 Instructor: Karen Signore 

(For mothers or grandmothers with children ages 3-6,  
but we are open to family members of all ages attending)   

 BUTTERFLY MOBILES Wednesday June 8, 11:00 a.m.- noon 

 By dying coffee filters & scrunching them in the middle with pipe cleaners you will create several 
 butterflies that you will string together to create a neat mobile. We will collect sticks from nature to use 
 to create the mobile. We will also add beads, sequins and other items. 

 FAIRY HOUSES Wednesday June 22, 11:00 a.m.- noon 

 Build a cute house together for your fairy garden by using bark, sticks, leaves, stones, moss and other 
 items from nature. 

Mommy and Me Workshop fees:  $10 per person, per class. 
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ART FOR ALL AGES 
LAPIDARY WORKSHOPS                                         Instructor: Larry Rothenberg 
Saturday June 11 or July 16, 10 a.m. - noon 
Turn rough hunks of stone into polished jewelry pieces by cutting, grinding and polishing stones. This class is for 
the beginner who has always wanted to learn or the advanced student looking for more time in the studio.  You 
will walk out of class with a finished piece! Students must be entering 7th grade or older. 
Workshop fee: $20, includes all supplies. 

 
Come by yourself, with a friend or family member to these fun creative classes.           Instructor: Heather Young 
 

 TERRA COTTA FLOWER POTS ~ Saturday June 18, 11:00 a.m. - noon 

 Learn to construct a flower pot out of coils of clay that will last for years to come.  
 Create different patterns and designs in the clay by swirling or twisting ropes of 
 clay as you build. Plants always look great in a handmade flower pot! 

 GARDEN ANGELS  ~ Saturday July 9, 11:00 a.m. - noon 

 Create a beautiful terra cotta sculpture of an angel to watch over your garden. 
 Heather will show you step by step how to create this sculpture and various ways 
 to embellish your creation.   
  Workshop fee: $10 per person, per class 

 
ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS  

 
PAPERCRAFTS                                                                                                                  Instructor:  Linda Sears    

 MASCULINE CARDS ~ Tuesday June 14, 10 a.m.- noon 

 Father's day will be approaching and you can create a fun and creative card for him and all of the other 
 special men in your life.  Linda will instruct you on various ways to be creative with papers. 

 BIRDS OF A FEATHER ~ Tuesday July 19, 10 a.m.- noon 

 Create a set of lovely non specific greeting cards with a bird theme using bird and bird cage stamps and     
 assorted colors of papers. 

Workshop fee: $16 plus $5 materials fee for all Paper craft classes 
 
RECYCLED ART                                                                                                                   Instructor: Paula Scott 

 LIGHT BULB ECOSYSTEMS - Tuesday June 14, 6-8 p.m. 
 Learn to repurpose light bulbs into unique miniature ecosystem planters. We will 
 use moss and other plants found around The Center's grounds to put inside. 

 PAPER BEAD BRACELETS - Tuesday July 5, 6-8 p.m.  

 Create varied paper bead styles using discarded pages from books and  
 assorted jewelry beads. You can create a loose style or wire cuff with your  
 finished beads.   

                                        Workshop fee: $16 plus $3 materials fee, per class.  
 

PAPERMAKING                               Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout 
Wednesday June 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Learn the basics of paper making and embed seeds within your papers during the process.  Write a note to the 
world on your papers, bury it underground and watch it grow!  You will leave class with several beautiful pieces 
of handmade papers that can be used in many creative ways. Class fee: $16 plus a $5 materials fee  

 
LAPIDARY                                                                                       Instructor: Larry Rothenberg  
  6 Mon. mornings, beginning June 6, 9-11 a.m. or  
      6 Wed. evenings beginning June 8, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.   
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval 
stones, and then advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $95 plus $10 new student mate-
rials fee for introductory projects. Students purchase rocks for advanced projects.   
 
 



STAINED GLASS                   Instructor: Harry Meneghini 
6 Thursday afternoons beginning June 9, 1-3 p.m.  
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design 
and color and the techniques of cutting and soldering, using both lead came 
and copper foil to join the pieces of glass. Start with simple projects, and even-
tually design your own windows, pictures, and lamps. Class Fee: $95. A list of 
glass and supplies which will need to be purchased will be distributed the first 
day of class, or may be obtained at The Center office, but wait until after the 
first class to make any purchases. 

 
BASKETMAKING                          Instructor: Jane Dwyer 
6 Thursday evenings beginning  June 16 (July 7 off),  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   
Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket  with your choice of 
colored trim. Continue on to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and 
sizes of baskets and choose your own project in consultation with the instruc-
tor. You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and 
choice of projects.  
Class Fee: $95, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session  
 
 

PLEIN AIRE SKETCH and WATERCOLOR FIELD TRIPS Summer 2016      Instructor: Lois Hrejsa           
Thursdays 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Lois Hrejsa and art students take field trips to interesting local sites throughout the summer. All sessions 
begin at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise specified. We paint and draw until 12:30 when we break for lunch 
(sometimes potluck, sometimes brown bag) followed by a group critique. Usually we are done by 2 p.m. 
Bring your art supplies and a folding stool or chair. Please pre-register by calling The Center to add your 
name and contact information to the roster for the summer and to receive a detailed schedule with exact 
locations and lunch details. This does not obligate you to attend all sessions. Pay upon arrival at each 
session with a check made payable to The Center (no cash please).  A group usually meets at The Center 
to carpool. Classes are for students with some art experience. Class fee:$22 per session (pay as you go).   
   

June 2 - Oak Park Conservatory          June 30 - Peabody Estate, Oakbrook 

June 9 - Lake Katherine, Palos Heights  July 7 - Home of Roger and Judy Carlson, Frankfort 

June 16 - Home of Lora Lee Gelles, Orland Park July 14 - Garfield Park Conservatory, Chicago 

June 23 - Monte Bello, Lemont   July 21 - Home of Lesley Olsen, Chicago 

KNITTING/CROCHET 101...AND BEYOND!        Instructor: Georgann Ring 
      6 Mon evenings beginning July 18, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. or 
      6 Fri mornings, July 22, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
Beginning knitters will learn to use the knit and purl stitches, to cast on and bind 
off.  Beginning crocheters will learn the basic crochet stitches. Both will learn sim-
ple increases and decreases, and to read a pattern while completing their first pro-
ject, a washcloth; the second project will be chosen by the student from a sug-
gested collection. Georgann will help those with experience choose their projects 
and learn more advanced knitting/crochet skills. Class Fee: $95. Beginning stu-
dents should bring a ball of Sugar n' Cream yarn; knitters need a pair of 10", U.S. 
size 8 (5 mm) needles; crocheters need a size "H" aluminum crochet hook. Stu-
dents purchase own yarn for advanced projects. 
 
CREATIVE  ART JOURNALING                             Instructor: April Schabes 
(www.aprilsart.blogspot.com) 
Fridays June 24 and July 29, 12 - 3 p.m. (meets the last Friday of each month) 
Create a colorful artistic record of your days, your thoughts, your experiences -- through words, collages, 
photos, poems, magazine images, drawings, watercolor, etc. Class Fee for the remainder of 2016 Crea-
tive Art Journaling: $60.  

http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com


POTTERY                         Instructor: Heather Young  
    6 Tues. mornings beginning June 21, 9:30-11:30 a.m. or  

6 Thurs. evenings beginning  June 23, 6:30–8:30 p.m.  
Learn the basics of working with ceramic clay or expand your knowledge if 
you have already learned the basics. This is a class for beginners and ad-
vanced students. Throughout the 6 week course students will learn a variety 
of hand building techniques as well as working on the potter's wheel. We will 
experiment with different types of clay and glazes. Platters, plates, pinch pots, 
mugs, bowls, sculpture- the possibilities are endless! Class Fee: $95 plus $15 
materials fee. 

 

WEAVING                           Instructor: Nettie Botts 
6 Wednesday mornings beginning June 15, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  
New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and 
complete a project of your choice. Returning weavers study and weave a 
project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $95, plus $10 mate-
rials fee for new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for fu-
ture projects.   
 
 

WOODCARVING                   Instructors: Arlene & Don Lesiak  
6 Wednesday evenings beginning June 15, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving using basswood or 
other types of wood. Create beautiful animals, objects, and faces. New students 
will make 3-6 projects such as a bird, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people. If 
you're experienced, you may design your own projects. Class Fee: $95. Wood 
and bench knives are available for purchase in class (approximately $25 for 
wood and bench knives).  
 

SILVER JEWELRY                  Instructor: Wendy Martin   
       6 Tuesday afternoons beginning June 14,  2 - 4:00 p.m. 

                   or 6 Tuesday evenings beginning June 14, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
Create beautiful pieces of sterling silver jewelry such as 
pendants, earrings, pins, bracelets, and more! Beginning students learn to saw, 
file, solder, and polish in their first introductory projects. Wendy will help experi-
enced students learn advance techniques as they design their own jewelry pro-
jects. If you've been a lapidary student, bring your polished stones and learn to set 
them into silver. Class fee: $95. Students can expect to pay $40-$50 in silver costs, 
to be paid directly to the instructor in class. 
 

 FIGURE DRAWING AND PAINTING WITH A LIVE MODEL         
          Instructor: Susan Flanangan 
          July 11, 9-11:30 a.m. 
An opportunity to draw or paint with whichever medium you bring. Sue will give an 

introduction about facial and figure proportions and assist as you draw or paint.  A wonderful opportunity 
to draw or paint from a live model. Workshop fee: $20 plus $7 model fee. Bring your own paper and pen-
cils, pens, watercolors or pastels. 

 

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops.  Class and materials fees are due 

at time of registration.  All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee.  

No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the be-

ginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, phone, 

email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth date and grade in 

school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information.  Registration in a program at The Cen-

ter authorizes The Center to use photos of participants for promotional purposes. 



WHERE YOUR SUPPORT GOES 
 

Pathway to Sobriety 
A core mission of The Center is to provide guidance and direction to those seeking to overcome alcoholism and sub-
stance abuse in their lives. Here at The Center we provide a residential treatment program complete with professional 
staffing, ongoing education for that staffing, and housing and food for up to eighteen clients. Additionally, we provide 
facility for numerous weekly self-help groups such as AA and Al-Anon, and host one of the largest open AA breakfast 
meetings on the south side of Chicago. Our residential program is one of the best in the state of Illinois with a high suc-
cess rate and tremendous ongoing alumni involvement. 
 

Camp Scholarship Program 
Since the 1940’s The Center has offered a camp scholarship program to provide financial assistance to those families 
who need help. Approximately one-third of our residential campers each summer receive financial assistance. The Cen-
ter’s camping program provides life-changing outdoor experiences for these young children and teenagers building self
-confidence, social skills, resilience and appreciation for our natural world. Horseback riding, hiking, canoeing, ropes 
courses, animal care and education, campouts and singing camp songs are some of the many activities that take place at 
our camp.  We are an accredited and long-standing member of the American Camping Association. All of our camp 
counselors this year were campers themselves – we’re very proud of that – a completely home-grown staff. 
 

SAGE Program  
We are in the process of going completely green at the farm with the SAGE Program (Sustainable Agriculture Green 
Education). What that means is a farming operation free of pesticides, herbicides and fungicides. Animals are raised 
responsibly and organically with no GMO (Genetically Modified Corn Products) feed. As an example, our cows are pas-
ture-raised naturally on green grass. You won’t find any chemicals in our garden – we are completely green with or-
ganic fertilizer.  We are in the beginning stages of a solar powered well to produce water with no carbon footprint. Our 
horses will now eat home- grown hay and a supplemental organic feed. More than anything we want to provide a farm-
ing operation that educates children and adults on how food can be grown and produced naturally and responsibly.  It’s 
a big commitment for us and “naturally” it requires upfront investment. 
 

General Operations 
As with any organization, the largest costs are in general operations. Staffing and wages are by far our biggest expense 
as they should be for any non-profit. We don’t produce widgets, we produce human experiences, and it takes excellent 
staffing to provide that. When you think of The Center’s facilities, we are maintaining a seventy-eight acre property 
with twenty-six buildings; a chapel and lodge, numerous camping facilities, a preschool facility, a fully operational 
working farm and an art center.  Along with those expenses, amongst many, comes maintenance, utilities, insurance, 
food costs, materials and supplies, feed and vet care for our animals and equipment maintenance. The costs for general 
operations is a big one – but, so important as it creates organizational structure and facility to carry out and provide the 
mission and program of The Center. 
 

Capital Improvements 
We always have a need for capital improvements and special projects.  In the last ten years we have done much to im-
prove our facility, thanks to your help.  We built the Anderson Center preschool facility, a new art cabin with washroom 
facilities, a labyrinth and the SAGE barn.  We always have smaller maintenance projects such as a new barn roof or the 
remodeling of the farm washroom facilities. We also have a need for equipment such as the farm stake-bed truck, costly 
repairs of our farming equipment: tractors, our hay baler and hay conditioner.  Pretty soon we’re going to need a newer 
plow truck, a hay elevator to get our hay in the barn hayloft and a new kiln room for our pottery studio. All of these pro-
jects are an integral part of our operations.  As an example, we have to be able to plow and remove snow from our 
drives – although last winter was nice! Your continued help with our capital improvements and special projects is very 
much appreciated and a great help to us. 
 

One thing I want folks to know…we are a “pay as we go” organization.  The Center owes no debt – we do not borrow 
money.  We have no mortgage or lien on our land.  What we bring in is what we can spend.  If we can’t afford it – we do 
without it.  Mark Walker likes to say “We’re scrappy!”  As a staff and our many volunteers including the Board of Trus-
tees, we take great pride in being fiscally conservative. We depend on your support…and what you give us we use and 
do our very best to take care of.  We respect and appreciate the care and generosity of this fellowship.  We have eighty-
four years to show for it.  We could not have come this far doing what we do without your help.  Our sincere thanks to 
all of you who support The Center!  



Sustainable Agriculture and Green Education – SAGE – Presents… 

 
    

  It’s a Girl… And a boy!! 
                                 Our first SAGE babies of 2016 have arrived!   
Nugget, our Nubian-Boer goat, blessed us with two healthy kids last 
month. She and babies are both doing great! Once Nugget weans her 
kids, we will continue to hand milk her. Her milk will provide extra protein 
for the growing SAGE piglets and a base for summer camp projects of 
soap and cheese. Plan a visit to come see them all soon!  
Farm is open every Saturday and Sunday from 1-4 p.m.   
 

    SAGE WORKSHOPS 
STRAWBERRY JAM WORKSHOP - from the farm garden…hopefully!       
Saturday June 25, 10 a.m.- Noon   
With the expert guidance of Lois Lauer we’ll pick berries from the garden, and then go into 
the Anderson Center to cook up a batch of strawberry jam. (In the event the berry patch 
doesn’t yield at the estimated time, we’ll have berries from the farmers’ market.)  Everyone 
will go home with a jar of fresh strawberry jam! Class fee: $16, plus $6 materials fee. Meet 
at the farm garden to pick berries, then cook the jam in the Anderson Center kitchen at the 
farm.   
 

HERB WORKSHOP: Parsley, Sage, Rosemary & Thyme – all straight from the farm garden! 
Sunday July 24, 2 - 4 p.m. 
Join Lois Lauer in the farm garden to harvest and taste fresh herbs and then work in 
the Anderson Center kitchen. Participants will tie up bunches of rosemary and thyme 
for drying at home, make a bottle of beautiful herbal vinegar with purple basil, make 
some tea bags with Lois’ special blend of lemon verbena, stevia and cinnamon and 
make some bundles of the traditional “bouquet garni” for next winter’s soups and 
stews. Please park in farm lot and walk up to the garden. Class fee: $16 plus $8 ma-
terials fee.                                    
                         SAGE OFFERINGS 
PINK FAIRY LILY BULBS FOR SALE  
Freshly dug up and repotted bulbs are ready to help beautify your home garden! Bulbs pro-
duce beautiful early foliage and then small, funnel-shaped flowers appear late in the season 
to give your landscape a pop of intense color just when it needs it most. Fragrant blooms 
thrive on neglect, making the perfect easy-care ground cover, container or house plant. 
You will get charming clusters of soft pink flowers 8-10" tall. Pots of 3 bulbs are $5 and are 
available at the Children’s Farm for purchase. Stop by any day between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Your contribution will help support our Sustainable Agriculture and Green Education program, 
SAGE.   
 

FREE RANGE EGGS 
Cartons of one dozen eggs are available for $6 and can be purchased in our main 
office. Our hens free range in the daytime and forage for insects, flowers and seeds. 
They lay in the sun, visit with many children and lay the best eggs in town!  If making 
the trip out just for eggs, please call ahead to confirm availability as quantities are 
limited.  

15300 West Avenue  

Suite 300  

Orland Park, IL 60462 
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9700 W 131st St 
Palos Park, IL 60464 
(708) 361-3350 

http://www.drbutlerortho.com/


The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

708-361-3650 

Website: http://www.thecenterpalos.org   

Email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Mark your calendar! Summer FARM FEST!  

At the farm, Saturday, June 4, 10 am – 4 pm  
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends! Kick off a summer of 
fun at the farm at our 28th annual summer festival! Horse 
rides, hayrides, crafts, animals, live music, games. Plus 
great food, including grilled dogs and burgers, bakesale, 
popcorn, fresh lemonade, and fresh watermelon!  Also, ga-
rage sale vendors, flea market vendors, and craft vendors.  

AND, again this year, A KIDS' FLEA MARKET!   
(free space for vendors age 17 and under who want to sell 

their used toys, dolls, games, clothes, electronics, sports equipment, etc.)   
Ask in the office for vendor and kids' flea market guidelines and applications.   

☼ 
Plan to bring your friends and family. Bring a big smile! Enjoy a summer day at the farm! 

Festival admission:  Adults $6 Children $3 

☼ 
Spread the word—THIS is the way to start the summer!  


