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Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves...Do 
not...seek the answers, which cannot be given you because you would not be able to live them. Per-
haps you will...gradually without noticing it, live along some distant day into the answer.  
        - Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
Well, a new school year has begun!  Most of the time, we send the children to school so they can 
learn answers to questions like who was the 40th president of the United States?  (William H. Taft) or 
what bird cannot fly but can swim (penguin) or why is the sky blue? (because the short blue light 
waves are scattered more than the other colored light waves).  But we rarely send the children to 
school  in  order  to  learn  how  to  stay  with  the  questions.    It’s  hard  not  to  know.    It  can  be  scary.    It  can  
make us feel insecure and less than capable.  Most of the time people have a hard time admitting 
that  they  ‘don’t  know’  the  answer  to  a  problem  or  a  challenge  or  a  life  difficulty.    So  why  should  we  
learn how to stay with the question instead of moving too quickly into the answer?   
 
Well, here are a few of my thoughts:   
 
1. Staying with the question promotes curiosity.  When you are curious you tend to be more open 
and aware.  Curious brains are active brains and active brains tend to be smarter brains.  Curious 
people often have more friends because they take an interest in things outside of themselves. 
 
2. Staying with the question promotes patience.  Patience is a virtue not prized in our society these 
days…we  want  things  bigger  and  faster.  Yet,  faster  isn’t  always  better  and  often  leads  to  frustration  
and intolerance.   
 
3.Staying with the question promotes wisdom.  When we jump too hastily to a conclusion or an an-
swer, we might be willing to give up the best answer for the quick answer.  We might be willing to 
settle for something less, instead of being willing to live with the uncertainty for the best option which 
has yet to appear. 
 
Staying with questions is not the easiest route, but during certain times of our lives, it may be the 
only  route.    When  we  are  able  to  stay  with  life’s  questions,  we  are  often  invited  to  walk  through  the  
door of wonder and gratitude.  It is there that we meet the Holy One who is both a Mystery beyond 
us and a Presence very near to us. 
 
So,  I  guess  the  real  question  actually  is…why  are  we  not teaching our children to stay with the ques-
tions? 
          PEACE! 





We were thrilled to receive the check this month from Gia Guzzo, Orland Mall Brighton Collecti-
bles store manager for $4,164! The check  which Gia personally delivered to The Center, is the 
incredibly generous result of Brighton's summer bracelet campaign to support art programs for 
children.   Brighton's gift will furnish supplies for our children's art classes and has enabled us to 
begin a scholarship program for young artists who financially would otherwise be unable to attend.  
Many, many thanks to Brighton, to Gia, and to those of you who are sporting beautiful new Brigh-
ton bracelets..... 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES THIS MONTH 
 

October is Illinois Arts and Humanities Month..dedicated to celebrating and promoting the arts and culture in 
the Land of Lincoln....we invite you to join us for.... 

 

EMERSON HILL NIGHT:  An Evening of Great Music 
Sunday, October 7, beginning with 5:30 pm Dinner. 
Keyboardist and vocalist Gene Infelise and his lovely vocalist Francesca will pro-
vide a wonderful evening of great music:  Sinatra-style Rat Pack jazz, Big Band 
standards, Broadway favorites, even a little pop, country, and light rock.   We in-
vite   you   to   come  and   listen,   and  we’ll   clear  a  dance   floor  space   for   those  who  
want to kick up their heels or sway to the beat as Gene and Francesca treat us to 
a grand variety of memorable tunes.  Emerson Hill Night cost is $16 per person.   
Advance reservations required. 

Ladies HALLOWEEN Tea!     
Friday, October 12     4-6 pm  
at the Anderson Center of the farm 
Cackling witches, serving spider cider tea, and a buffet table filled with 
goodies and tea sandwiches.  Our first-ever Halloween Tea promises to 
be lots of fun!  Professional storyteller Catherine Myers will entertain us 
with some magically spooky yet inspiring stories.  Be sure to watch out 
for goblins, and feel free to wear a witch hat if you have one!  Tickets are 
$25 and need to be ordered in advance.  Call The Center office, 708-
361-3650, to reserve your seat today!   

 

CHRISTMAS ART SHOW: Sunday November 18, 12 noon – 4 p.m. 
All of our Log Cabin instructors and students will join together to participate in a pre-Christmas art show and 
reception.  Christmas wreaths, log reindeer, and other Christmas decorations will also be for sale. 
 

WOMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! 
Tuesday, October 30, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
WOMANTALK!  is  a  wonderfully  nurturing  and  supportive  women’s  discussion  group,  led  by  Mary  Ann  
Grzych,  and  focusing  on  the  month’s  readings  in  Sarah  Ban  Breathnach’s  “Simple  Abundance”  book  or  any  
other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share.  The focus of Womantalk is on learning 
to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully.  Please call to let us know you are coming.   
 

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 
Every Tuesday 
Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to anyone 
seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue.  A good friend of The Center for many years, 
Kathy  Fontaine  has  been  trained  by  the  Institute  for  Spiritual  Companionship.    The  cost  of  Kathy’s  spiritual  com-
panionship is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund.  Please, call the office for details 
about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday 
 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, October 21, beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers.   
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this beautiful 
evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment.  The evening begins with a Vespers Ser-
vice at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge and 
then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony.  For reservations, send $75 for din-
ner for two, to be received no later than October 8.   Planning ahead?  The next Anniversary Dinner 
is scheduled for November 4.   



CENTER SINGERS: New members welcome! Monday evenings, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Center Singers is a fantastic, fun, great-sounding, talented group of folks who love to sing. They provide wonderful 
music once or twice a month at Sunday afternoon Vespers in the chapel, in addition to performances at special 
seasonal events. Director Penny Wills invites you, begs you, beckons you, welcomes you....to join on Monday eve-
nings! Tired of Karaoke? Try Center Singers! For details, talk to Dave Sanders or Mark Walker or Penny Wills. 
 

THE FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP 
Fall is in the air, and the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop has so many new items that reflect the beauty of the season. 
There are lovely floral arrangements, wreaths, and swags which will bring the autumn splendor into your home. 
Our very popular kitchen towels in fall designs are now available. With the change of seasons, there is some-
times a nip in the air, and our cozy, hand knit and crocheted headbands, caps and scarves will keep you warm 
on your walks or at outdoor sporting events (some have the Chicago Bears team colors). To keep baby warm, 
we have adorable baby blankets, sweaters, and booties, and pumpkin hats. Halloween ghosts and goblins are 
beginning to gather in our shop! They are in the form of jewelry, refrigerator magnets, table decorations, our 
popular  “squeezums,”  and  more. Please stop in the shop to see these and so many more one-of-a-kind HAND-
MADE items. Happy fall and Happy Halloween from the Fellowcrafters! 
 

REIKI 
Sunday, October 28, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the fireside room of the lodge  
Reiki is a gentle, relaxing and peaceful form of energy healing, especially beneficial for those suffering from 
physical or emotional pain. Reiki practitioner Sharon Butler will be joined by fellow Reiki practitioners to offer their 
healing services, asking a suggested donation of $10 per participant to The Center. Advance registration is nec-
essary, as participation is limited. Until the 15th of the month, registration is limited to new participants in our 
Reiki program. After that time, returning participants may register for any remaining spaces.  
 

TOASTMASTERS CLUB: New members welcome! 
Wednesday evenings, October 3 and 17, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, then please join our supportive group of 
speech makers.  We take turns leading the meetings, giving speeches, giving evaluations---and we always have 
fun doing it!  We invite you to come as a guest to see what Toastmasters is all about.  For more information, contact 
Lois Lauer or Dave Sanders. 

AUTUMN RETREATS AT THE CENTER:  Early Registration is advised! 
 

FALL PERSONAL GROWTH RETREAT:  Synchronicity! 
Friday and Saturday, November 2 and 3, 5 p.m. –5 p.m. 
Led by Linda Whittaker and Lois Lauer 
Social worker/therapist Linda Whittaker will help us to recognize and 
appreciate the amazing role of synchronicity in our lives.  We invite you 
to join us for a transformative weekend of dialogue, reflection, and per-
sonal growth exercises, plus great fellowship, fun and relaxation.   Cost 
per participant is $116 which includes leadership, accommodations, 
meals, and all major supplies.   

 
WOMEN’S    CHRISTMAS  RETREAT:   
Preparing Our Hearts and Our Hearths for Christmas 
Friday and Saturday, November 30 and December 1, 5 pm to 5 pm 
Just before Advent, we gather for a weekend of Christmas creativity with  
pinecones, red felt, chocolate candy, evergreen branches, and.... more 
details to follow in November newsletter!   
Retreat cost: $116 which includes accommodations, meals, and all ma-
jor supplies.   

CENTER CINEMA After Hours (1985), Martin Scorsese, 97m,  
Friday, October 19th 6:30 to 9 pm. 
Griffin Dunne plays a hapless computer technician who gets drawn into a blackly comic 
night—Think No Exit in a very 1980s lower Manhattan. While not a horror film in the con-
ventional  sense,  it’s  an  appropriate  creepy  piece  to  get  in  the  mood  for  Halloween!  Lively  
discussion to follow. We'll bring popcorn. Free, but lots of people are coming lately, so 
please  call  if  you’re  going  to  be  one  of  them. 



For your spiritual enrichment………. 
Meditation: Attending the Silence  
Every Tuesday evening: 5:30 pm- 6:00 pm 
Every Monday* and Thursday morning: 9:00 am-9:30 am 
*Our Monday morning meditation will be offered specifically for the intention of peace in the world.  Please 
join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent meditation each week.  Come whenever you are able. 
 

Gather Round the Table 
Sunday evening, October 14th and 28th. 
This twice a month gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer.  We remember when Jesus broke 
bread with his disciples and friends and we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening 
their relationship with God.  We gather in a circle of mutuality, open and inclusive—please join us! 
 

Vespers in the Chapel 
Every Sunday, 12:30 pm & 4:30 pm 
Please join us each week for a nondenominational service of music, meditation and prayer led by Rev. Chris Hop-
kins.  The Chapel stands on the highest point of The Center’s grounds and symbolizes the underlying spirituality 
of all Center programs.  
All are welcome! 
 

Family Service Sunday 
October 21st  at 10:00 am 
Please join us as we gather outside (please dress appropriately) behind the Lodge on the west side of South-
west Highway for this family friendly service.  Our theme for October is ‘God is Everywhere!’. And we will 
share a bit of hospitality together, because Jesus always ate with his friends! 
 

*Our Family Services will continue once a month throughout 2012.  So that you can mark your calendar, the future 
dates are:, Nov. 25th & Dec. 24th.  All the services, except for Christmas Eve, are on Sunday at 10 am. 
 

New!  Parents’ Spiritual Play Date!   Thursday, October 11th 6:30-7:30pm 
What does it mean to nurture our children’s innate spirituality within the Christian Tradition?  How can we 
celebrate the Presence of God: the joy, the forgiveness, the Love of the Holy One on a daily basis inside our 
ordinary family life?  If you are a parent of young children and are seeking some guidance and help with 
questions such as these, you can bring your own questions and join us on this Thursday evening.  Children 
are welcome to come too!  Registration is required: 361-3650.  The discussion will be facilitated by Rev. Chris 
Hopkins (mother of 4, grandmother of 5). 

 

JESUS AND BUDDHA (continued) 
FINDING THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS IN THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL. 

Tuesday evenings: 6:30 pm (or) Thursday mornings 10:00 am   
The week of August 21/23 we began a DVD series: Jesus and Buddha (this series is from a conference offered 
at the Center for Action and Contemplation in 2008)  Our DVD presenters have been Dr. James Finley and Fr. 
Richard Rohr: two spiritual teachers who will explore the parallels and differences between Christianity and 
Buddhism. There is a suggested donation of $5/class as you attend. You are still very welcome to join us!  
Please call for information and registration is required (361-3650) 
 

Monday Morning Book Club    Monday, November 12th  10am-11:30am 
This month’s conversation centers on: Everything Belongs: the Gift of Contemplative Prayer, by Richard 
Rohr, ofm.   “Genuine mystics, according to Rohr, do not experience a God who compares, differentiates, and 
judges.  Instead, they experience “the embrace of a lover”. Interested?? Please join us for this one time con-
versation! 

New Spirituality offering beginning in November! 
 

     FROM JESUS TO CHRIST 

This DVD series produced by Frontline (PBS, 2009) explores the life of Jesus and the movement he started.... 
It features top New Testament scholars, historians and archeologists in a visually engaging presentation.  
This well done series will offer us the opportunity to digest the best of contemporary scholarship while re-
flecting upon our faith.  Cost for the 5 week series:  $25.  Registration is required. 



LABYRINTH OFFERINGS! 
(Weather permitting. Please call if it looks like rain) 

 

Come and breathe in the fresh, clear air of early fall while you walk this ancient way to pray.  The Labyrinth will be set up all day 
just south of the Chapel on: 
 

*Monday, Oct. 15th  9:00 am – 5:30 pm and *Sunday, Oct. 28th  all day until 5:30 pm 
 

   ~ Labyrinth Celebration!   Saturday, October 27th 9:00 am-3:30 pm ~ 
We are dreaming of installing a permanent Labyrinth on 
Center property!  As part of our fundraising efforts, 
please join us for a day of exploring the many different 
ways of walking a Labyrinth.  Whether you are brand 
new to the Labyrinth or you have been walking labyrinths 
for a long time, come on out and enjoy a Fall day at The 
Center. There will be instruction, guided walks, time for 
quiet reflection and time for group conversation.  A deli-
cious lunch will be included. The suggested donation for 
the day is $40.00.  Space is limited to 15 people, so please register early. If you would like instruction, information or if you have 
any questions, please contact Chris Hopkins, 361-3650. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool  
 September was a wonderful month.  We opened with a barn dance hosted by The Center.  This 
included music and dancing in the arena, animal viewing in the barn, hayrack rides and marshmallow 
toasting.  Our preschool families then came into the preschool to meet their teachers and see the class-
rooms.  It was fun for all. 
 We spent the month introducing the children to the farm, each other, their classrooms, and the 
teachers.  All the children are adjusting well to being away from parents for the few hours they are 
here.  The animals, the farm, the open space, the garden and the amount of nature surrounding them 
is over whelming and they can’t wait to come back to school at the end of each day. The children 
even toured the farm on a hay rack. 
 October is the month we spend enjoying the chilliness in the air and seeing all the changes to 
the trees and the weather.  We also have our Harvest parties towards the end of the month and the 
children love to wear their costumes to school, go trick or treating across the street at our offices, and 
come back for a fun filled party that the parents put together. 
 We still have openings if your child or grandchild would like to be part of the fun and unique 
experience here at the farm.  Please call for availability and a tour or to have information mailed to 
you.  708-361-8933 

“Our  Pumpkin  Patch  Grows  Families…....” 



“Our  Pumpkin  Patch  Grows  Families…” 
THE    CHILDREN’S    FARM    PUMPKIN    DAYS  THE    CHILDREN’S    FARM    PUMPKIN    DAYS   

Weekdays in October 3pm-5pm 
Free Admission to our 

Pick-your-own Pumpkin Patch 
Offering a variety of pumpkins, gourds, mini pumpkins,  

carving tools, corn stalks, local honey & more! 
 

Weekends (and Columbus Day) in October 10am-4pm 
Free Admission to our  

Pick-Your-Own Pumpkin Patch 
Offering a variety of pumpkins, gourds, mini pumpkins,  

carving tools, corn stalks, local honey & more! 
                     Complementary Hayrack rides   
          Food Concessions 

 

PUMPKIN PLAYLAND –October weekends and Columbus Day-
Admission Fee $8.00 

A fall themed, farm experience for children and adults! 
 

Barn tours & Petting Farm – Enjoy hands on interaction with all of  
our farm animals.  Cows, pigs, goats, sheep, chickens, ducks, rabbits 
and more! 
  

Straw Bale Climber – See how high you can climb on our structure of 
straw! 
 

Giant Corn Box – This one speaks for itself.  A giant box filled with corn 
kernels, provides endless fun! 
 

Spooky Wood Shed – An eerie experience designed for our youngest 
guests. 
 

Crazy Maze-y – Enjoy navigating your way through our crazy maze-y! 



15300 West Avenue  
Suite 300  

Orland Park, IL 60462 

123rd and LaGrange Road    
Palos Park, IL  60464  

and other Chicagoland locations 
 

5505 West 127th Street  
Crestwood, IL 60445  

http://www.drbutlerortho.com/
http://www.hackneys.net/locations/palos-park/
http://www.southwesticearena.com/


 

TUESDAY LUNCHEONS -- 12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M. 
Every Tuesday at The Center, we have a delicious luncheon followed by an enlightening program on travel, 
nature, art, book reviews, personal growth, world affairs, spirituality, or other topics of interest.  Cost is $16.  
Please make reservations by the Sunday before the luncheon. 
 
Tuesday, October 2: Regretting Mr. Wright: Mamah Tells Her Own Story 
Actress/museum curator Ellie Carlson will dramatically portray Frank Lloyd Wright's compan-
ion, Mamah Cheney. Ellie says Mamah does not like being referred to as a "mistress." She 
was a fully formed woman in her own right who left her marriage to pursue scholarly ideals 
and never believed that what she was doing was frivolous in the least. Elllie is on a one-
woman crusade to clear Mamah's name. She believes Mamah was an extraordinary woman, 
a scholar, a published author and translator, a philosopher and a social activist. Had she not 
been murdered at the age of 45 she would have been her generation's version of Jane Ad-
ams, Susan B. Anthony and Amanda Way rolled into one, with perhaps a little Gertrude Stein 
and Dorothy Parker thrown in for good measure.  Ellie can't wait for you to meet Mamah!   
 
Tuesday, October 9: Identity Theft 
Mike Tardi, Director of Security at Standard Bank, will review what is happening today in terms of identity theft, 
how it happens and how to protect yourself, and what to do if you suspect that it has happened!  Mike comes 
with the hope of raising awareness about identity theft, a serious issue affecting as many as 9 million Americans 
annually.  Join us for an informative afternoon: The more you know, the safer you can be! 

 
Tuesday, October 16: How to Read a Movie! 
Mark Walker will discuss strategies for increasing your understanding and enjoyment of nar-
rative  films,  using  some  of  Hollywood’s  all-time classics as examples. We all know Mark as 
our beloved Development Director. But Mark's background includes a Film Studies PhD 
from Northwestern University, where he has also taught film and television courses. Come 
and learn from Mark's expertise--make your future movie watching more fun and engaging! 

 
 Tuesday, October 23: Adventurous Women—following the spirit of Justine Kerfoot 
Inspired by the Justine Kerfoot stories they read after their wilderness canoe trip 2 years 
ago, Lois Lauer, Sharon Butler, Linda Whittaker, and Catherine Myers returned to the 
Minnesota-Canadian border lakes for another wilderness canoe adventure this sum-
mer.  Come and hear tales, first of Justine Kerfoot, a woman who ventured into the 
northern border lakes country 80 years ago, and not only learned to canoe and portage, 
but also to hunt, trap, and fish, and to raise a family and run a business in the wilder-
ness.  Lois  will  share  amazing  stories  and  photos  of  Justine’s  life  in  the  wilds,  and then 
share some tales and pictures of her most recent Boundary Water Canoe adventure with 
fellow wilderness women: Linda, Sharon, and Catherine. 
 
Tuesday, October 30:  Smart Anger Management! 
Psychotherapist/ Community Educator, Donna Desai, LCPC, will tell us that our ability to feel angry is not a mis-
take.  We all have the capacity to respond with anger in particular situations.  While acting impulsively on angry 
feelings most often leads to poor results, a strategic, productive response is always possible.  Learn to utilize 
the information and energy anger provides by understanding its purpose, decoding its message, and directing 
its energy toward a positive outcome! 
   
Coming up next month: 

 
Tuesday Nov 6 luncheon:  Susan B Anthony 
Please join us on Election Day 2012, when Lynn Rymarz will portray Susan B Anthony, the coura-
geous 19th century woman who spent her life fighting for women's equality and the right to vote. Many 
of you will fondly remember Lynn's outstanding portrayal of the  Unsinkable Molly Brown last spring. 
  

Tuesday Nov 13 luncheon:  Slide show: 80 Years at The Center (1932-2012) 
Please join us for a look at The Center from 1932 to present day: a trip through time as we 
look through 80 years of The Center's beautiful history. 



‘ 

 
Seven days in a week, fifty two weeks in a year…It’s the same every 
year and yet somehow October always seems to sneak up on me.  I 
see it on the calendar and I always get the sense that it’s so far off 
until all of the sudden, it’s here!  Well, IT’S HERE!! 
 
The farm has been getting its fall makeover the past few weeks and 
we are once again ready to open the gates for Pumpkin Play Land.  
Fall is a special time for the farm.  We will we welcoming thousands 
of guests into our barns and pumpkin patch and we will be reunited 
with hundreds of volunteers who will be stopping by to help us man-
age it all. 
 
If the smiling faces, happy guests, and increased revenue aren’t 
enough to make you appreciate October at the farm, perhaps the 
unity it brings to The Center will do it for you.  It’s kind of amazing 
how the fellowship of The Center comes together for an ENTIRE 
month, day in and day out, to make October the special experience 
that it is.  We have such wonderful volunteers who are so dedicated 
to our cause and it is so apparent this month. 
 
Our farm is busy from 9:15 am every morning until about 5pm every 
evening, every single day in October…and I can guarantee I am not 
there alone!  Our volunteers eagerly show up every day with such a 
willingness to help.   Leading farm tours, cleaning up after the crit-
ters, driving hayracks, selling pumpkins, cooking hotdogs, answer-
ing phone calls – you name it and we have volunteers willing to 
help!  Many would say that ‘It takes a village’ to make our farm run, 
I say ‘It takes The Center’s Fellowship!  
 
The love, dedication and support that pours into the farm this month 
is amazing.  Once again, I am reminded how blessed I am to be a 
part of it all.  Here’s to another successful and enjoyable fall season 
at The Children’s Farm!  See you all soon I hope (hint, hint)! 

Calling all willing volunteers… 

 
Educational Farm Tour Guides, Hayrack Drivers,  

Pumpkin Sellers, Hotdog Grillers, Cashiers,  
 Greeters, Animal Guides   – You name it and we need it! 

 

With  October  right  around  the  corner,  The  Children’s  Farm  is  approaching  our  busiest  month  of  the  year.    
We will be very busy giving thousands of school children and families a wonderful Fall experience but we 
need your help. 
 
Please consider donating some of your time this year as any and all help will be greatly appreciated!  We 
are open for business everyday during October and need dozens of volunteers daily.  
 
If you think you can assist in anyway, please call for more information!  Thank you in advance and 
Happy Fall! 
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Express Your Creative Spirit at 
THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

708-361-3650       www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.html 
Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2012 
 

LOG CABIN ART FOR KIDS!          Instructors: Heather Young and Monica Mann 
Drawing, printmaking, pottery, papier-mâché, painting, papermaking, and more!    
6 Saturday mornings beginning Oct 27th   (grades K-8)  
Choose either the 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. class, or the 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon class 
Our  Children’s  Art  teachers  invite  kids  to  develop  their  artistic  talents  and  to  learn  new  
ways to express their creativity. Kids have tremendous creative energy and our three 
experienced teachers know how to channel and enhance it! The young people delight 
in these hands-on opportunities to see and express the beauty of life and nature sur-
rounding them at The Center. Each season of the year offers new projects and new ar-
eas to explore. The classes are kept small to encourage individual self-expression, and 
each session ends with an art show of the students' creations. Class Fee: $72, includes 
all supplies.   

 

Thanks to the Brighton Collectibles Americana campaign, scholarships for kids and teen art are now avail-
able, based on financial need.   

 

DRAWING AND PAINTING FOR TEENS (grades 7-12)        Instructor: Heather Young 
6 Monday evenings, beginning Oct 29, 6:00- 7:30 p.m.     
Art instructor Heather Young invites artistic teens to pursue their creative yearnings through drawing or paint-
ing mediums. Heather will offer instruction and critique in the basic elements of art such as composition, 
shading, colors, and textures. Class Fee: $72 includes all supplies, except personal sketchbooks and pencils.  
 
TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes.  Please inquire. 
 
FAMILY ART WORKSHOPS                                                     Instructor: Shari Wenzel 
 

Saturday evening, October 13, 6-8:30 p.m,: Mother Daughter Bonfire and Pumpkin Carving 
Spend the evening carving a Jill-O-Lantern,   eating   s’mores,   singing  campfire   songs,  and   telling  Halloween  
tales around the fire.   $10 per person 
 

Sunday, November 18, 2-3:30 p.m.: Thanksgiving Art 
Let’s  give   thanks   this  season  with   these  whimsical  pumpkins  you  can  make  to  
use as place card holders for your table and create some coffee filter turkeys to 
adorn your table as well. $6 per person 
 
    ADULT CLASSES 

 
MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP              Instructor: Beth LaMie(www.bethlamie.com) 
 

6 Thursday afternoons beginning October 4,  1-3 pm (skip 10/18) For both new students and those continu-
ing from previous classes. Discover and preserve your own family stories. Use writing prompts, exercises 
and sharing techniques to capture memories. Learn how to ferret out story ideas, how to organize your 
thoughts and experiences, how to enjoy the process how to elicit stories from others, and to consider pub-
lishing options. Beth is a Personal Historian who enjoys helping people start writing their own fabulous family 
stories. Please bring paper, a notebook or journal and your favorite writing instrument. Class Fee: $84 

http://www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.html
http://www.bethlamie.com/
http://www.bethlamie.com/


PEN AND INK DRAWING                   Instructor: Lois Hrejsa  
6-week session begins Thursday morning, Oct 25, 9:00-11:30 a.m.  (skip 11/22) 
                 Enjoy instruction and critique in shape, value, texture, shading, shadow, composition, and per-
spective, as you learn basic drawing, with the added interest of stark black and white contrast. Or you 
may choose to use pencil, colored pencil, or charcoal. Learn to capture with your pen what you see and 
feel.  Beginner? Start with simple exercises. Experienced? Work on further development of techniques, 
landscape drawings, portraits, and individual style. Weather permitting, you may choose to draw outdoors.  
Class Fee: $103. List of required supplies available in office.  
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING        Instructors: Lois Hrejsa and Lenox Wallace 
                 (www.lenoxwallace.com) 
6 Wednesday evenings beginning Oct 24, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning Oct 25, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. (skip 11/22) 
or  6 Thursday evenings, beginning Oct 24,  6:30 – 9:00 p.m. (skip 11/22) 
 Critique and guidance in composition, values, textures, negative painting, brush 
stroke usage, and more. Wednesday evenings with Lenox Wallace feature structured les-
sons for beginning watercolorists. Thursday evenings with Lenox Wallace are for experi-
enced painters, each working individually with occasional guidance and critique. Thursday 
afternoons with Lois Hrejsa, include instruction in techniques, color mixing and theory, 

washes, light and shadow, etc, for beginning painters, while ongoing students receive advanced assign-
ments and further explore their particular area of interest. Class Fee: $103 for 6 week session. List of re-
quired supplies available in office. 
 

STONEWARE POTTERY          Instructor: Karen Stasky 
6 Thursday evenings beginning Nov 1, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. (skip 11/22) 
 Make strong professional-looking stoneware pottery, such as  beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, 
and vases, in addition to interesting decorative pieces. Beginner? Learn a variety of hand-building tech-
niques. Returning student? Learn to throw pots on one of the wheels. Class Fee: $84 plus $15 materials 
fee  
 

SILVERSMITHING             Instructor: Dan Snyder 
6 Tuesday afternoons, beginning Oct 30, 2-4 p.m. 
Want to learn the art of silver-smithing? This is an intermediate/advanced class in which you learn to de-
sign, saw, file, solder, and polish silver in order to create beautiful sterling silver jewelry pins, pendants, 
brooches, bracelets, and more. Class fee: $84. Materials fee: Students can expect to pay $40-$50 in sil-
ver costs, to be paid directly to the instructor. 
 

SILVER JEWELRY                    Instructor: Dave Sanders 
6 Tuesday evenings, beginning Oct 30, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Our rock hound executive director has created some magnificent pieces of jewelry by grinding rocks into 
beautiful gemstones and setting them into sterling silver pendants. Dave is offering to help you do that 
too. If you've been a lapidary student, bring your polished stones. If not, Dave will provide stones. 
Class fee: $84. Materials fee: Students can expect to pay $40-$50 in silver costs, to be paid directly to the 
instructor. 
 

WOODCARVING             Instructor: Keith Miller 
6 Wed evenings beginning Oct 24, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. (skip 10/31 and 11/21) 
or 6 Thurs mornings beginning Nov 1st, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. (skip 11/22) 
 Learn and practice the tools and techniques of woodcarving in the round, using basswood and but-
ternut.  Create beautiful animals, objects, and faces. If you're new to woodcarving, you'll make 3-6 pro-
jects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people.  If you're experienced, you may design 
your own projects.  Class Fee: $84.  Wood and bench knives are available for purchase in class for ap-
proximately $25.  
 

COLLAGE                  Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)  
6 Wednesday mornings beginning Oct 24,  9:30 a.m. – 12 noon (skip 11/21) 
         Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-
media  collages...  an  opportunity  to  “play  in  your  own  world  of  artistic  expres-
sion  with  a  fun  and  easy  art  form!”   Class Fee: $103.  List of required sup-
plies available in office.  

http://www.lenoxwallace.com/
http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com/


BASKETMAKING              Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Ann Fowler (mornings)  
6 Thursday mornings beginning Oct 18,  9:30 – 11:30 a.m. (skip 11/22) 
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning Oct 18,  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  (skip 11/22) 
        Begin by making an easy and beautiful wood-bottomed basket  with your choice of colored trim. Con-
tinue on to learn techniques for weaving a variety of shapes and sizes of baskets and choose your own pro-
ject in consultation with the instructor. You can expect to make 2-3 baskets in 6 weeks, depending on your 
style and choice of projects. 
Class Fee: $84, plus $25 materials fee per 6 week session  
               

CALLIGRAPHY                                                              Instructor: Marge Boyd  
(penandpaints.blogspot.com) 
6 Monday afternoons, beginning Oct 29, 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.   
Come and learn the beautiful art of fine lettering. In the course of a year of calligraphy classes, 
you will learn the graceful uncial, italic, and book-hand styles of writing. You construct a small 
book in whose pages you add lettering and other decorations. Class Fee: $103. List of required 
supplies available in office. 
 

QUILTING                                                               Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning Oct 24 , 1-3 p.m. (skip 11/21) 
  Bring your own sewing machine and your own choice of fabrics.  Join our merry group of quilters, as 
you learn to design your project, cut your fabrics, piece them together, add batting and backing, and stitch it 
all together to create a baby quilt, wall hanging, or other pieced fabric project. Class Fee: $ 84. Purchase your 
own fabrics and batting before the first class. A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the office. 
 

WEAVING                   Instructor: Nettie Botts 
6 Wednesday mornings, beginning October 31, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. (skip 11/21) 
 New weavers: learn the basics while making a sampler - then design and complete a project of your 
choice. Returning weavers study and weave a project in the pattern weave of your choice. Class Fees: $84, 
plus $10 materials fee for new weavers. Students purchase own threads and yarns for future projects. 

 

LAPIDARY                     Instructors: Larry Rothenberg (mornings) and Sharon Byrne (evenings) 
5 Monday mornings, beginning Oct 22, 9 -11 a.m. 
or 5 Wednesday evenings, beginning Oct 17, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Turn rough hunks of rock into beautifully polished gemstones. Create a pair of round or oval 
stones, and then advance to more complex designs. Class Fee: $70 plus $10 materials fee.   
 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY  WORKSHOP-Digital or Film, Your Choice            Instructor: Rick Steffen 
Ever wonder how some people get such great photos? Rick Steffen can help you learn to do it too. Just bring 
whatever  camera  you  have,  and  Rick  will  help  you  to  use   it  more  easily  and  more  effectively.  He’ll  demon-
strate and share his strategies for composing great pictures, getting the right exposure on each shot, and, 
perhaps, most importantly, how to look for great subject matter in nature. Rick will bring his laptop, to demon-
strate downloading and organizing photos on your own computer, and will critique the photos you take during 
the class. We offer 4 workshops and encourage you to sign up for all four! 
Saturday, Oct 13, 9-11 a.m.: The Basics of Photography.  
 Saturday, Oct 20, 9-11 a.m.: The Tools of the Nature Photographer.  
  Saturday, Oct 27, 9-11 a.m.: Field Techniques of the Nature Photographer.  
   Saturday, Nov 3, 9-11 a.m.: Slide Show and Critique of Class Photos 
    Class Fee: $52 for 4 session series ($14 individual session registration)  
 

STAINED GLASS             Instructor: Harry Meneghini 
6 Monday evenings beginning Oct 29, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Create beautiful stained glass pieces, by learning the principles of glass design and 
color and the techniques of cutting and soldering, using both lead came and copper 
foil to join the pieces of glass. Start with simple projects, and eventually design your 
own windows, pictures, and lamps. Class Fee: $84. A list of glass and supplies which 
will need to be purchased by each student will be distributed the first day of class, or 
may be obtained at The Center office, although Harry suggests waiting until after the 
first class to make any purchases. 

http://penandpaints.blogspot.com/


GOURDCRAFT           Instructor: Karen Caldwell(www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell) 
1 Monday each month,  choose 1-3:30 p.m. or 6:30 - 9 p.m.   
 Oct 15:  Halloween 'BOO' Bowls, Autumn Leaf Bowls, or Bird Houses 
  Nov 12: Harvest Bowls, Harvest Gourds, or Bird Houses 
   Dec 3: Holiday Gourd Ornaments, Holly Bowls, or Bird Houses 
  Class fee: $18 per workshop plus $15 materials fee per workshop 
*Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd type or size 
ready for you. 

Check  out  samples  of  Karen’s  gourds  at  www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell.  
**NOTE: The class room will be open from 1pm to 9pm so if you have already attended a class with Karen 
and have an unfinished gourd at home, you may want bring it during that time to finish the project, burn a 
design, add a rim, or other embellishments. There will be patterns, tools, rimming materials, beads, avail-
able. Register as a Follow-up student. Class Fee: $7 per hour plus $5 materials fee. 
 

PAPERCRAFTS: CARDMAKING            Instructor: Ann Fowler 
Create beautiful cards, sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarming, by folding, cutting, gluing, and 
arranging layers of papers.  
   1 Tuesday morning each month, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon 
Oct 23: Fall Gift Cards (a squirrel, a turkey, and a ghost, oh my!  3 cards and a tiny Halloween treat box) 
 

Nov. 27: Shiny Cards for the Holidays:  (use foil paper, glitter, and faux gems to make 3 beautiful cards) 
   Class fees: $18 per workshop plus $6 materials fee per workshop 
 

HARVEST PAPERMAKING               Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Wednesday, October 24, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
A lively evening of making homemade paper flecked with purple, yellow, and green cornhusks, sunflower 
petals, pumpkin skin, and autumn grasses.  We blend up the recycled paper and autumn flora, then dip our 
screen into bins of the pulp, lift, press, and walla!....we have beautiful handmade papers, perfect for deco-
rating, stationery, gift wrapping, collaging, or just admiring!   We'll end the class with a cup of tea, outside 
the art cabin under the harvest moon.  Come and join the fun! 
Class fee: $14 plus $3 materials fee. 
 

STRAW STARS -- natural charm for your home this Christmas               Instructors: Holly Soule'/Lois Lauer 
Tuesday, November 6, 2:30 - 4 p.m. 
Create beautiful stars from shiny straw from the prairie grasses at the farm.  Stars can be used as tree-
toppers or window or mantel decorations.  Natural charm for the holidays!  Class fee: $10.50 plus $3.50 
materials fee 
 

 “TIN  BELLS”  -- an old-fashioned look for your Christmas doorway                     Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Monday, November 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.                      
These antique-looking bells, made from old tin lids, provide a pleasant tinkle when nestled amidst a swag 
of evergreens on your front door.  Makes 3 short strings of tin bells, and a swag of fresh balsam and pine.  
Class Fee: $14 plus $5 materials fee (Bring work gloves, needle-nose pliers, pruners, and 12 tin can lids) 
  

EVERGREEN WREATHS—a circle of fresh greens for Christmas!                     Instructor: George Mitchell 
Monday evening, November 26, 7:30 – 9 p.m.   

Let professional floral designer George Mitchell help you create a beautiful fresh balsam fir wreath 
complete with pine cones and a red velvet bow, just in time for the Christmas holidays.   Class Fee: $10.50 
plus $10 materials fee (Bring pruners) 
 

CHRISTMAS MANDALAS                Instructor: Robin Newmann 
Monday, Nov 12th, 9:30am-12noon 
Join  Robin   for   this   fun  and  creative  workshop   in  which  you’ll  use  glittering  metallic  gel  pens  and  vibrant  
prismacolors to create beautiful Mandalas of holiday colors and symbols. Mandalas are symmetrical circu-
lar  patterns  and  are  Robin’s  favorite  art  form.  Class  fee:  $18  plus  $  5.00  material  fee. 
 
Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops.  Class and materials fees are 
due at time of registration.  All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration 
fee.  No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to 
the beginning of class.  To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, ad-
dress, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth date and 
grade  in  school,  plus  parents’  names  and  emergency  contact  information. 

http://www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell
http://www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell


 

Fellowship Corner:  Kati Lukas   

My name is Dr. Kati Lukas. I am an equine veterinarian and owner of Lukas 
Equine  Veterinary  Service.  I  have  been  involved  with  The  Center  and  Children’s  Farm  of  
Palos Park since grade school. 

My  first  experience  with  the  Children’s  Farm  was  when   I  was  required  to  com-‐
plete community service as a seventh grader. Most of my friends dreaded the experience 
of community service; however, it was love at first sight for me. I was greeted at the en-
trance  by  Kay.  It  is  clear  to  see  the  love  for  the  animals  and  children  on  Kay’s  face  every  
day. Being a volunteer where everyone wants to be there doing their job makes a long 
day  totally  worth  it.  I  remember  one  day  when  Kay  and  I  were  working  so  hard  we  didn’t  
want to stop and get lunch at The Center so we decided to stay at the farm and make 
sandwiches from the tomatoes in the garden and the bread in the fridge, which was later shared with the ducks. 
Then we picked apples from the trees in the orchard. This is one of the many memorable experiences I had at the 
farm as a junior tour guide. 

I met many friends and people I look up to at The Center. After spending time volunteering, I met Dave 
and immediately fell in love with the idea of the 4-H horse group.  After constantly begging Frank to let me take 
care of his horse Tiki, a new horse was donated to The Center. His name was George and I knew right away he 
and  I  were  going  to  take  care  of  each  other.  I  was  invited  to  join  the  horse  group  as  George’s  owner.  This  is  what  
solidified my love for horses. Being able to care for this horse as my own and growing as a rider with this animal 
turned my love for animals into a passion. 

I volunteered at the farm and was a member of the 4-H horse group throughout high school until I left 
for college. I attended Iowa State University undergraduate college and the College of Veterinary Medicine. I 
graduated from veterinary school in 2008 and elected to take a rotating internship in equine surgery, internal 
medicine, and ambulatory medicine at Wilhite and Frees Equine Hospital in Missouri. I returned home and 
worked for a few veterinarians in the area. In December of 2011, I decided to open my own equine veterinary 
practice: Lukas Equine Veterinary Service. Now I could give back to those who really deserve it. I consider myself 
“one  of  the  lucky  ones.”     I   love  waking  up  and  starting  my  day.     I   love  what  I  do  and  hope  to  share  this  love  of  
horses with others. I have recently been trying to give back to my community by volunteering time and medical 
advice  to  The  Children’s  Farm.  Together  we  work  to  keep  the  horses  happy  and  healthy.    We  have  been  able  to  
perform the necessary annual dental work on the horses.  Also, we have treated some of the ailments and lame-
ness’s  that  come  with  the  territory  of  owning  horses.  I  can  be  reached  any  time  of  day  for  the  necessary  emer-‐
gency care as well. Taking care of and treating the equine species requires a team effort. Those who have given 
their  time  to  assist  me  and  aide  in  the  horses’  recovery  and  well- being are greatly appreciated. 

The  Children’s   Farm   and   The  Center   have   always   been   there   for  me  while   growing   up   and   remained  
there for me to visit when I came home from school on holiday. The familiar faces of the volunteers and employ-
ees   and   even   the   animals  were   comforting   to   come  home   to.   The  Center   and  The  Children’s   Farm   is   a  place  
where there are always friends when you need them. I continue to recommend this wonderful place to everyone 
that I can. 

I  hope  to  continue  to  give  back  to  The  Center  and  Children’s  Farm  as  much  as  I  can.    If  you  see  me  at  The  
Children’s  Farm  don’t  hesitate  to  say  hello  or  even  ask  questions. 
 
We really appreciate your volunteer efforts here, Kati....Our animals mean so much to us and we are 
truly blessed to have you here with us to help take care of these beautiful animals!! We dearly thank 
you for being a part of us!  ....the Center Staff 

Christmas Wreaths. . .Please order by October 25th 
Once again we are providing beautifully handmade balsam fir 
wreaths with red velvet bows to make your home merry for Christ-
mas.  Wreaths are available in 4 sizes: 24, 36, 48, and 60 inches 
which cost $20, $30, $40, and $50.  You can order the wreaths 
through The Center's main office or at the farm. 



The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 
Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 
708-361-3650 

http://www.thecenterpalos.org 
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It’s    Time  for… 

THE  CHILDREN’S  FARM  THE  CHILDREN’S  FARM  
PUMPKIN DAYSPUMPKIN DAYS  

 

Weekdays in October 3pm-5pm 
Free Admission to our 

Pick-your-own Pumpkin Patch 
Offering a variety of pumpkins, gourds,  

mini pumpkins,  
carving tools, corn stalks,  

local honey & more! 
 

Weekends (and Columbus Day) in October 10am-4pm 
Free Admission to our Pick-Your-Own Pumpkin Patch 

Offering a variety of pumpkins, gourds, mini pumpkins,  
carving tools, corn stalks, local honey & more! 

                     Complementary Hayrack rides   
          Food Concessions 

 

PUMPKIN PLAYLAND –October weekends and Columbus Day-
Admission Fee $8 

A fall themed, farm experience for children and adults! 
 

Barn tours & Petting Farm – Enjoy hands on interaction with all of  
our farm animals.  Cows, pigs, goats, sheep, chickens, ducks, rabbits 
and more! 
  

Straw Bale Climber – See how high you can climb on our structure of 
straw! 
 

Giant Corn Box – This one speaks for itself.  A giant box filled with corn 
kernels, provides endless fun! 
 

Spooky Wood Shed – An eerie experience designed for our youngest 
guests. 
 

Crazy Maze-y – Enjoy navigating your way through our crazy maze-y! 


