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It seems that no matter what time of year it is, it is a busy time!  In the spring we have graduations and 
school concerts.  In the summer it is vacations, in the fall school starts again, Halloween and then (drum 
roll....) the holidays arrive!  Now, I know lots and lots of people love all the decorating, all the festivities, all 
the tradition involved in celebrating Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Yet I also know lots of people who feel 
overwhelmed by the expectancy of spending lots of money and spending lots of time attending social events 
where you hardly know anyone. Does it really have to be this way? 
 

The Center was founded in the belief that a “house by the side of the road” could help anyone in need find a 
place of peace and rest.  That those who would come here could find a healthier relationship with themselves 
and their loved ones and a deeper relationship with their God.   We still believe this to be both true and neces-
sary! If we want our holiday season to be different, to be more reflective and prayerful, to be more aware of 
the real reason for the season, we must act differently.  We must choose differently.  We must spend differ-
ently.  I once heard insanity is defined as doing the same thing over and over again but expecting different 
results.  If you desire to make the Christmas season a time of gracious celebration for you and your family you 
must take the time to be together,  pray together,  celebrate together.  Could you consider giving up a holiday 
party and starting a new family tradition by volunteering somewhere together?  Could you spend a half an 
hour a week telling your children the stories of Christmas and why they are meaningful to you?  Could you 
consider making some of your gifts this year?  Could you gather your family and decide on ways - together - 
to spend less money but more time on/with each other?   
 

If you live alone could you find ways of volunteering your time and/or your talents?  Could you find a way to 
get connected that has meaning for you, that taps into your passions and interests?  Could you gather your 
friends and give the gift of your time to someone or some organization that needs you? 
 

Of course we have many opportunities here at The Center (you knew that was coming!).  Now that we have 
grown to be the house(s) by the side of the road, all of our activities have the intention of drawing families 
and neighbors together in activities that reflect the beauty and meaning of the season.  
 

New this year, we will be offering a Thanksgiving Day Communion Service at 9:30 a.m. in the Wayside Chapel.  
What a beautiful way to pause and  give thanks!   
 

The First Sunday of Advent (November 28th) occurs on Thanksgiving weekend and we  mark the Advent Sea-
son with special Advent Services (4:30 p.m. every Sunday).  All are welcome to pause and reflect why we 
celebrate Christmas in the first place! 
 

The “house by the side of the road” has grown, but we still hold true to our original intention: to be a sanctu-
ary of rest and peace, to help all who come build a healthier relationship with themselves and their families, 
and to come to know their God more deeply. 
 

Our doors are open....consider yourself personally invited.  We can’t wait to see you!   

THE HOUSE BY THE SIDE 
OF THE ROAD 



A 
NNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, November 7, beginning with 4:30p.m. Vespers  
Whether you were married in our chapel, a grand cathedral, or a courthouse, we invite you to this 

beautiful evening of celebrating and renewing your marriage commitment.  The evening begins with a Ves-
pers Service at 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. After Vespers, you will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the 
lodge and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of Wedding Vows ceremony.  For reservations, send $70 
for dinner for two, to be received no later than October 25 
  Planning ahead?  The next Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for December 5   
 

C 
ENTER SINGERS 
Monday evenings, 7:00p.m. 
Our choral group, The Center Singers, is busy preparing for Advent.  Rehearsal pianist Shirley Swan-

son,and Director Penny Wills invite you to join us on Monday evenings!  
 

S 
PIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 
Kathy Fontaine is donating her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to 
anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue.  A good friend of The Center 

for many years, Kathy Fontaine has been trained by the Institute for Spiritual Companionship.  The cost of Kathy’s 
spiritual companionship is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholarship fund.  Please, call the office for 
details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as a spiritual companion all day every Monday. 
 

R 
EIKI 
Sunday, November 21, 5:30 – 7:30p.m. in the Fireside Room of the lodge 
Reiki (pronounced Ray-Key) is a gentle, relaxing and peaceful form of energy healing, especially 

beneficial for those suffering from physical or emotional pain.   Reiki Master and Social Worker Judy Wiggins 
will be joined by fellow Reiki practitioners to offer their healing services, asking a suggested  donation of $10 
per participant to The Center.  Advance registration is necessary; as participation is limited. Until November  
15, registration is limited to new participants in our Reiki program.  After that time, returning participants may 
register for any remaining spaces. 
 

W 
OMANTALK COFFEE HOUR! 
Tuesday, November 30, 10a.m. – 11:30a.m. 
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive women’s discussion group, led by Mary 

Ann Grzych, and focusing on the month’s readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s ―Simple Abundance‖ book or 
any other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share.  The focus of Womantalk is on learn-
ing to live authentically, joyfully, simply, and gratefully.  Womantalk Coffee Hour cost: $5.  Please call to re-
serve a spot.   
 

L 
INE DANCING LESSONS!  
Every Friday night in November at the Anderson Center at the Farm, 7 - 8p.m. 
Professional line dance teacher Maureen Kanadet teaches introductory lessons--a great way to get fit 

and have fun all at once for a nominal cost of $5 per hour.  Maureen uses a variety of great popular music to 
keep us kicking up our heels!   We ask that you call to pre-register before your first class. After that, please 
check on the next week's schedule with Maureen at class or call the office for confirmation.    
 

T 
OASTMASTERS CLUB: Learning to Communicate 
Wednesdays, November 3 and 17, 7:00p.m. 
If you are interested in improving and practicing your public speaking skills, we invite you to join our sup-

portive group of speechmaking students.  We take turns leading the meetings, giving speeches, critiquing 
speeches, and having fun doing it.  Talk to Dave Sanders, Lois Lauer, or Frank Sanders for details:  we're all in 
this effort together and would love your participation. 



L 
OG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS; CHRISTMAS ART SHOW AND BAZAAR  
Sunday, November 21, 12:00 noon  - 4:00p.m. 
The Art Show and Sale will feature the beautiful work of the instructors and students at our Log Cabin 

Center for the Arts.  The annual art show is an afternoon to get in the Christmas spirit, perhaps to buy a few 
unique Christmas gifts or decorations, to support our art center participants with your enthusiasm and appre-
ciation of their art, and to enjoy an afternoon of beautiful music and wonderful fellowship at The Center.  In-
cluded in the show will be Watercolors, Pen and Ink Drawings, Pottery, Woodcarvings, Poetry,  Creative 
Writing, Collages, Handmade Paper, Gourds, Photography, Mandalas, Handmade Books and Cards, Bas-
kets, Quilts, Calligraphy, Knitting, Weaving, Lapidary, and Jewelry--for show and for sale,  plus an exhibit 
of the Children’s Art and Family Art creations.  Some of our art instructors will be demonstrating their artwork 
throughout the afternoon, so that you can get a first- hand look at their talent and creativity! 

 

The Center staff and volunteer Fellowcrafters will also have a bazaar of handmade Christmas decorations 
and gifts for sale, including our traditional log reindeers, tin bell swags, and Christmas wreaths.  We hope you 
join us for a festive afternoon! 
 
Chef Julie's Cooking School:   

H 
OLIDAY APPETIZERS AND CANAPÉS 
Wednesday afternoon, November 17, 2-4p.m. 
Join Chef Julie as she shows you how to make scrumptious treats for your holi-

day parties.  She'll share and demonstrate her great ham, tuna, and egg salad recipes, 
and after making fancy sandwiches with them, will pipe colored cream cheeses onto the 
sandwiches to make them extra special.  Everyone will learn the art of piping with a pastry 
bag, and we'll all join in the fun of creating a tray of delightful looking tiny sandwiches and 
canapés.   Cost: $25, includes demonstration, hands-on practice, and sampling!   Pre-
registration required.    
 

C 
OMPUTER BOOT CAMP Mark Walker  
Saturday, November 6th from 9a.m. to 3p.m. 30 guests, maximum. 
Topics: capturing, importing, organizing, editing, and sharing photos using PCs or Macs.  Please 

bring laptops, photos on disks, email and online photo account information, and digital cameras. You don’t 
have to bring all of these things, just the stuff you want to talk about. Class Fee, $50, includes lunch. All 
proceeds benefit the Art Program. 

 

C 
ENTER CINEMA Sunday, November 7th 6p.m.  
View and discuss the all-time art house classic 
The Seventh Seal (Ingmar Bergman, 1957). A 

Knight back from the Crusades plays some high stakes 
chess with the Grim Reaper himself. A beautiful explora-
tion of some pretty weighty issues indeed. 

 

M 
EDITATION: ATTENDING THE SILENCE  
Every Tuesday evening, 
5:30p.m.- 6p.m. in the parlor. 

Every Monday and Thursday morning 
9:00a.m.-9:30a.m. in the parlor. 
Please join Chris Hopkins for a 20 minute period of silent 
meditation each week. Come whenever you are able. 
 

G 
ATHER ROUND THE TABLE 
Sunday evenings, November 7th & 21st, 6:30p.m. in the parlor. 
This gathering is a circle of rich conversation and prayer.  We remember when Jesus broke bread 

with his disciples and friends and we do the same.  We welcome all to spend a brief time of deepening 
their relationship with God.  We gather in a circle of mutuality, open and inclusive—please join us! 



J 
ESUS AND BUDDHA: FINDING THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS IN THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL. 
Tuesdays 6:30p.m. or Thursdays 10:00a.m. 
You are still welcome to join us!  Each session is rich and provides excellent information.  We have 

been using a DVD series from a conference offered at the Center for Action and Contemplation by the same 
name.  Our DVD presenters are Dr. James Finley and Fr. Richard Rohr: two spiritual teachers who are ex-
ploring the parallels and differences between Christianity and Buddhism.  Besides watching the presenter, 
there is follow up group discussion which is always beneficial!  While there is no cost for the series, we do ask 
that you call and register.  We meet in the Fireside Room. 
 

L 
ABYRINTH WALK 
The Labyrinth will be available and open to all on Thursday, November 11th from 8:00a.m. until 
5:30p.m., weather permitting. It will be set up on the lawn just south of the Chapel.  Please come any 

time that day, but if the weather is ―iffy‖ you might want to call ahead to make sure it is up. 
If you would need any additional information, please call Chris Hopkins at the Center: 361-3650. 
 

New and Special this month in the Chapel: 
 

T 
HANKSGIVING DAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
WAYSIDE CHAPEL at 9:30a.m. 
You and your family are invited to join us for a very special Chapel 

Communion Service.  As we prepare to celebrate with family and friends 
around our dining room tables, perhaps you can join us around the Lord’s table 
to give thanks for all God’s blessings.   There will be fellowship to follow in the 
Lodge. 
 
And of course our usual..... 

S 
UNDAY VESPERS IN THE CHAPEL 
Every Sunday, 4:30p.m. 
Please join us each Sunday for a short inter-denominational worship ser-

vice of music, meditation, and prayer. After the service, we continue the long-
standing Center tradition of inviting everyone down to the lodge for tea and fellow-
ship. We’d love to see you! 

Farm & Nature  
Discovery Preschool 

 
October was a busy month at the 
Farm and Nature Discovery Pre-
school. We went for a hayrack ride to 
pick pumpkins, made scarecrows, 
and ghosts, and explored our prairie 
and animals on the farm. We also 
spent a lot of time preparing for our 
Grandparents’ Day celebration com-
ing early this month.   
 
We have lots of fun filled activities 
for the kids during November.  Our 
theme, “Oh The Places You’ll Go….” 

will teach the kids about explorers on land, sea, and space. We will also give them many opportunities  to be indoor 
and outdoor explorers. Of course, we will celebrate the holiday with our annual Thanksgiving Feast.  
 
Our preschool serves children ages 3-5.  If you have a child turning 3 and would like information or a tour, please call 
Kristin at the preschool at 708-361-8933. 



A Thanksgiving Puppet  
Presentation… 

 

Friday, November 26th beginning at 1PM the ani-
mals of The Children’s Farm will be performing a 
puppet presentation.  The puppet Show will begin 
promptly at 1:00pm and following the show guests 
can spend time in the farm, making a craft, or hav-
ing refreshments.  Admission is $4.50 per person.  
Children under two are free.   
 
Come and celebrate Thanksgiving at The Children’s 
Farm! 

Come Celebrate this Holiday Season with our  
WINTER HOLIDAY JUNIOR FARMER SESSION! 

Join us for a four week winter holiday junior farmer session.  This new session will begin 
the week of November 8th and go through the beginning of December.  These four weeks 
will focus on preparing our animals for the cold weather and getting into the Christmas 
spirit.  The conclusion of this session will be reenacting a live nativity with our very own 
farm animals!  Bella, our donkey, will carry ‘Mary’ to the manger, shepherds will bring 
goats, cows and sheep to visit baby Jesus, and the angels and wisemen will all be there as 
well.  The live nativity reenactment is certainly an event you don’t want to miss!  Preregis-
tration required.   

Choose a Session: 
Ages 3-6 
Saturday 10:00-11:00am or 11:30-12:30pm   Ages 6-8 
Beginning November 13th     Saturday 2:00-3:00pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday    Beginning November 13th 
10:00-11:00am or 1:30-2:30pm    Monday or Tuesday 4:00-5:00pm  
Beginning November 8th, 9th or 10th   Beginning November 8th or 9th 
 

       Ages 9-12 
    Saturday 3:30-4:30pm Beginning November 13th 
    Wednesday 4:00-5:00 Beginning November 10th 

Christmas Wreaths From The Center: 
Balsam fir handmade wreaths with red velvet bows 
24" ($20), 36" ($30), 48" ($40), 60" ($50) wreaths 
If you already ordered your wreaths, don't forget to pick them up Nov. 26 or 27 
at the farm. We may have some extra unreserved wreaths.  
Call today! 



Holiday Trim-a-Tree Party 

At The Children’s Farm 
Please join us in helping our animals celebrate Christmas! 

 
On Saturday, December 11th from 1pm-3pm we will be hosting a Holi-

day Trim-a-Tree Party for our farm animals.  Our Trim-a-Tree party 

will focus on getting our farm Holiday ready and getting our animals 

in the Christmas Spirit!  Children will spend time making several ’wildlife friendly’ tree orna-

ments, decorating our outdoor tree, and bringing some Christmas spirit to our farm animals.  

Our animals will all be awaiting visitors and holiday refreshments will be served.  In lieu of an 

admission fee, we are asking guests to bring a Christmas gift from our Animal Wish List pro-

vided below. 
 
Pet Collars – Small through large (baby goats, lambs, grown goats, 

and grown sheep) 

DuraFlex Rubber Feed Pan – 3 and 6 ½ Gallon Sizes 

Chicken Mash – 50 lb bags 

Oats – 50 lb bags 

Rabbit Pellets – 50 lb bags 

Small Pet Bowls – Stainless steel preferred   

Horse lead ropes – Poly or cotton 

Grooming Brushes – Curry combs, Hard bristle brushes, Soft bristle 

brushes, Hoof picks, Mane and tail brushes 

Horse Halters – Foal size (for baby calves), pony, small horse, and 

average horse sizes 

5 Gallon – Flat back buckets 

Plastic stall pitch forks 

Deep trough metal wheelbarrows 

Industrial rubber hose – 3/4 “  X 50 Ft 

Agrimaster Poly-Tuf structural foam stock tank – 50-150 Gallon sizes 

 

All of the above items can be found at Blain’s Farm and Fleet in Kankakee, IL – 815.933.3244 

Most horse related items can be found at The Saddle Shop in Hickory Hills, IL – 708.599.4400 

All animal feeds and pet supplies can be found at Ludwig’s Feed in Lemont, IL – 603.257.3097 

Coming up in early December:  (Please call after Nov 15 to make reservations) 
Live Nativity Luncheon on Dec. 7th, 12 noon (with a donkey and sheep right in the lodge!)  

Wanted: Folks to bring nativity sets to the luncheon! 
Bob Cratchit Dinner on Dec. 12th , 5:15 p.m.  

Dickens’s ―Christmas Carol‖ and a roast goose/turkey and plum pudding dinner($28) 
Christmas Teas in the Log Cabin Art Center: heartwarming, cozy, and delicious!  

Dec 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19 
The Log Cabin hostesses invite you to enjoy a cup of Christmas tea and a plate of Christmas cookies, cakes, and 
sandwiches.  A heartwarming Christmas story will be shared by the fire and each tea guest will have an opportu-
nity to make Christmas potpourri so that they can take home a bit of the Log Cabin's warm and cozy holiday ambi-
ence.   2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  (Advance tickets required: $24) 



Tuesday Luncheons, 12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
Each Tuesday, we invite interested folks to join us for a delicious luncheon followed by an enriching program on travel, nature, 
art, book reviews, personal growth, spirituality, or other topics of interest.  Luncheons cost $15.  Reservations are always re-
quired three days in advance. 
 

Tuesday, November 2: An American Celebration! 
As a tribute to both Election Day this week and Veterans' Day next week, professional speaker Larry Bergnach will lead us in a 
patriotic program of music and stories from the history of this country.  Larry will bring military memories and memorabilia from 
1776 to today.  He'll feature the songs of the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and USO performers such as Bob Hope.   Larry 
will even invite veterans to reminisce about their service days, or family members to talk about the challenge of tending the 
homefront. Larry delighted us with a historical program last year about Riverview Park, and is sure to once again provide a 
great program. 
 

Tuesday, November 9: Dream Analysis 
Alternative healer Cindy Magnuson will share her expertise in analyzing dreams, and she invites you to bring a dream to 
analyze. In this inspirational workshop, you will learn how your dreams are created from your subconscious self, and experi-
enced for self-improvement. Common dream themes and types of dreams that are experienced will be discussed. You will 
learn how to analyze the messages in your dreams and to utilize the information from your dreams to create a happier, 
more loving, and more abundant life.  
 

Tuesday, November 16: A Fair Trader! 
Three very courageous women had a dream and are making it happen: they created a 
retail Fair Trade store, named "A Fair Trader," which features only Fair Trade certified 
goods from around the world.  "Fair Trade" is defined as giving a fair wage to farm and 
craft workers in developing countries.   Join us at our 6th annual Fair Trade luncheon 
where Cindy Pardo from "The Fair Trader" will discuss how she and Evelyn Johnson and 

Madeiria Myrieckes have brought their passion for Fair Trade to a colorful, boutique-style store that stocks artwork, baskets, 
jewelry, decorative textiles, clothing and accessories for children and adults, handmade paper, bath and body products, 
home décor and kitchen accessories. We encourage you to visit their wonderful store in Hyde Park, but at this special 
luncheon they are bringing their store to us!   Join us Nov 16 to shop for fair trade chocolate, jewelry, coffee, tea, scarves, 
baskets, and more.... let "A Fair Trader" show you the joy of “shopping that makes a difference!”   

FAIR TRADE SHOPPING will be available from 11 am to 3 pm Nov 16 in the Great Hall of the lodge.  
Buy some beautiful and meaningful Christmas presents! 

 

Tuesday, November 23: All About Angels!  
Curious about Angels?  Believe in them?  Whether you believe they are myth or reality, you are 
in for a treat when you come and see an impressive presentation on All About Angels given by 
Sacred Artist Arlene Tilghman.  You'll see many beautiful well known works of angel art while 
Arlene covers their history - myths - stories - and what they do for mankind.  Hear about the 9 
Choirs of Angels, how they are grouped and what they represent, plus an introduction to the 
Magnificent Seven, the herald Archangels of the Divine.  Arlene has been studying about, work-
ing with, and creating icons of angels since 1990.  An accomplished Iconographer (Byzantine 
Sacred Art) her icons grace many churches and homes throughout the country and abroad.  You are sure in for a treat - and 
may just leave with a new perspective about the unseen world of Angels. 
 

Tuesday, November 30: A look at The Center today, plus a 1932 prespective! 
Every November we celebrate the birthday of Ernest Warner(1859-1935), the farmer who donated his land so that The Center 
might begin in 1932.  We typically put together a slide show of Center activities from the past year--and always think that if 
Ernest were here, he would surely be pleased with how his donation helped the dream of an idealistic young minister to be-
come what it is today.   As always, we've put together a slide show this year, but Development Director/Film Pro Mark Walker 
added video footage to the show starring.....guess who?....Ernest Warner!... come back to tell us in person what he thinks of 
The Center today.   The result?  Ernest is sometimes joyous, sometimes baffled, and often hilariously funny as modernity 
meets this simple man with a huge heart.   We hope you'll join us to celebrate and to see this delightful movie and slide show 
about The Center.   

http://www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.ht


LOG CABIN ART FOR KIDS!  
6 Saturday mornings beginning November 6,          Grades K-1 Instructor: Jessie Schaar 
Choose either the 9a.m. – 10:30a.m. class,          Grades 2-3  Instructor: Sarah Heflin 
or the 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon class           Grades 4-8  Instructor: Amy Bennett 
Draw, paint, create pottery, prints, paper-mache, handmade paper, and more! Learn a variety of artistic me-
dia and techniques. Small classes to encourage individual self-expression. Enthusiastic instructors.  Both 

indoor and outdoor learning. Class Fee: $66 per 6 week session 
 

LOOKING FOR A CREATIVE BIRTHDAY PARTY? 

Talk to one of the art teachers or call Lois Lauer to schedule your child’s art party today! 
  

TEEN POTTERY  (ages 13-17)                                         Instructor: Tom Hill (www.artisttomhill.com) 
6 Monday evenings, beginning Nov 15, 7:30 – 9p.m. 
Create clay pots on the wheel and other pieces by hand.  Class Fee: $58.50 plus $15 materials fee  
 

TEENS are also allowed to register for some adult classes.  Please inquire. 
 

FAMILY ART CLASSES                   Instructor: Shari Wenzel 

Mosaic Art: Sun, Nov 14, 2 - 3:30p.m. 
Learn the basics of making family friendly mosaics. A simple vase, sun catcher, and a few other pro-
jects will be included in this afternoon of color creations. Class Fee: $6 per person 

Snowmen Door Stops: Sun, Dec 5, 2-3:30p.m. 
Just in time for winter, design your own snowman doorstop, made from a paving brick, to greet your 
holiday visitors.  Paint a face, add a decorative scarf, add earmuffs..and you have a snowman!.  For 
fun, we'll also create some edible snowmen.  Class Fee: $6 per person. 

  

ADULT CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 
PEN AND INK DRAWING      Instructor: Lois Hrejsa  
6-week session begins Thursday morning, Oct 28, 9:00-11:30a.m. (skip 11/25) 
Work in pen & ink, or, if you choose, in pencil or colored pencil. Focus on basic 
drawing in black and white with the option of the added interest of color. Class 
Fee: $98. List of required supplies available in office.  
  
WATERCOLOR PAINTING 
Instructors: Lois Hrejsa (afternoon) 
and Lenox Wallace (evening)(www.lenoxwallace.com) 
6 Wednesday evenings beginning Oct 27, 6:30 – 9:00p.m. (skip 11/24) 
Or 6 Thursday afternoons beginning Oct 28, 1:00 – 3:30p.m. (skip 11/25) 
Or 6 Thursday evenings, beginning Oct 28, 6:30 – 9:00p.m. (skip 11/25) 
Both beginning and experienced painters welcome. Receive expert critique and guidance in composition, 
values, color mixing and theory, textures, negative painting, brush stroke usage, and more. Class Fee: $98 
for 6 week session. List of required supplies available in office. 

Express Your Creative Spirit at 
THE LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park 
708-361-3650       www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.html 

Classes and workshops for adults and children in fine arts and folk arts 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2010 

 
The programs at the Log Cabin Center for the Arts  
are partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 

http://www.artisttomhill.com/
http://www.lenoxwallace.com/
http://www.thecenterpalos.org/artclasses.html


CREATIVE WRITING: Finding your Voice through Writing 
Instructor: Frank Coughlin 
6 Wednesday afternoons or evenings beginning Oct 27, 
1-3p.m. or 6:30 - 8:30p.m. (skip 11/24) 
Write and work on written exercises, and share and critique each other’s 
writings in a fun and supportive atmosphere. New students are welcome to 
attend the first class before committing to 6 weeks. Check out the class 
website:  www.want-to-be-writer.blogspot.com.  Class fee: $78.  
  

STONEWARE POTTERY              Instructor: Karen Stasky  
6 Thursday evenings beginning Nov 4, 6:30 – 8:30p.m. (skip 11/25) 
Create beautiful stoneware bowls, mugs, and vases, in addition to interesting decorative pieces. Class Fee: 
$78 plus $15 materials fee  
 
WOODCARVING                  Instructor: Keith Miller 
6 Wed evenings beginning Oct 27, 6:30 – 8:30p.m. (skip 11/24) 
or 6 Thurs mornings beginning Oct 28, 9:00 – 11:00a.m. (skip 11/25) 
Carve 3-6 projects such as a goose, a shoe, an egret, and miniature people. Returning students design their 
own projects. Class Fee: $78. Wood and bench knives are available for purchase in class for approximately 
$25.  
 
COLLAGE          Instructor: April Schabes (www.aprilsart.blogspot.com)  
6 Wednesday mornings beginning Oct 27, 9:30a.m. – 12 noon (skip 11/24) 
Experiment with color and composition to create your own mixed-media collages. Class Fee: $98. List of re-
quired supplies available in office.  
 
BASKETMAKING       Instructors: Jane Dwyer (evenings) and Ann Fowler (mornings)  
6 Monday mornings beginning Oct 25, 9:30 – 11:30a.m.  
or 6 Thursday evenings beginning Oct 28, 6:30 – 8:30p.m. (skip 11/25) 
Start out making easy and beautiful wood-bottomed baskets, with your choice of colored trim. Make 2-3 bas-
kets in 6 weeks, depending on your style and choice of projects. Class Fee: $78 per 6-week session, plus $25 
materials fee per 6 week session  
 
GOURDCRAFT                                               Instructor: Karen Caldwell  (www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell) 
AUTUMN LEAF BOWLS or BIRDHOUSES* 
Monday, Oct 25, 1-3:30p.m. or 6:30 - 9p.m. 
Create a unique bowl with a design in autumn leaves or a birdhouse, using 
assorted coloring media; acrylic paints, pigment inks and glazes to color the 
designs, and a protective coat for a finishing touch. Class fee: $17 plus $15 
materials fee. 
JOURNEY VESSELS OR BIRDHOUSES* 
Monday, November 15, 1-3:30p.m. or 6:30 - 9p.m. 
The Journey Vessel provides a beautiful container to appropriately hold the 
memorable bits and pieces of the interesting activities and experiences of 
your life. The vessel design can be customized to represent your life. Class 
fee: $17 plus $15 materials fee. 
WINTER WHATNOTS AND WHIMSEYS* 
Monday, Dec 6**, 1 – 3:30p.m. or 6:30 – 9p.m. 
Create an assortment of Christmas ornaments or gifts from minigourds, 
gourd shards or jewelry gourds. Class Fee: $17 plus $15 materials fee. 
*Early registration is necessary in order for Karen to have your gourd type or size ready for you. Check out 
samples of Karen’s gourds at www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell.  
**NOTE: The classroom will be open from 1pm to 9pm so if you have already attended a class with Karen 
and have an unfinished gourd at home, you may want bring it during that time to finish the project, burn a de-
sign, add a rim, or other embellishments. There will be patterns, tools, rimming materials and beads, avail-
able. Register as a Follow-up student.  Class Fee: $6.50 per hour plus $5 materials fee. 

http://www.want-to-be-writer.blogspot.com/
http://www.aprilsart.blogspot.com/
http://www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell
http://www.picturetrail.com/karencaldwell


PAPER- CRAFTS: Christmas Ornaments!:              Instructor: Ann Fowler 
Tues morning, Nov 9, 9:30a.m. - 12 noon 
Fold, cut, glue, punch, and arrange layers of papers to create sometimes whimsical, sometimes heartwarm-
ing, always beautiful, cards and ornaments! Class fees: $17 plus $6 materials fee. 
 
―TIN BELLS‖ -- an old-fashioned look for your Christmas doorway                        Instructor: Lois Lauer 
Monday, November 22, 6:30-8:30p.m. 
These antique-looking bells, made from old tin lids, provide a pleasant tinkle when nestled amidst a swag of 
evergreens on your front door. Each participant makes a string of tin bells, and a swag of fresh balsam and 
pine. Class Fee: $13 plus $5 materials fee (Bring work gloves, needle-nose pliers, pruners, and 12 tin can 
lids) 
  
EVERGREEN WREATHS—a circle of fresh greens for Christmas! 
Instructor: George Mitchell 
Monday evening, November 29, 7:30 – 9p.m. 
Professional floral designer George Mitchell will help each student create a beauti-
ful fresh balsam fir wreath complete with pine cones and a red velvet bow, just in 
time for the Christmas holidays.  Class Fee: $10 plus $10 materials fee (Bring 
pruners) 
 
QUILTING       Instructor: Denise Dulzo 
6 Wednesday afternoons beginning Oct 27 , 1-3p.m. (skip 11/24) 
Create a four 9-patch block sampler, to be used as a baby quilt or wall hanging.  Class Fee: $ 78. Purchase 
your own fabrics and batting before the first class. A list of required fabrics and supplies is available in the of-
fice. 
 
HEALING MANDALAS:       Instructor: Theresa Suchy-McGraw 
Friday afternoon, Nov. 19, 1 - 3:30p.m. 
Create a mandala with healing intentions of gifting your creation to someone you know who is ill or working 
through life's challenges, or perhaps celebrating a life event.  Mandalas, or ―sacred circles‖ are used to gain 
access into intuitive insights by making the invisible visible. Class fee: $16 plus $6 materials fee 
 
PAPERMAKING     Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout (www.vbartworks.blogspot.com) 
SCULPTED HOLIDAY PAPERS: Wed evenings, Nov 10 and 17, 6:30 - 8:30p.m. 
Make molded and sculpted papers for the holiday season.  Class fee: $26 plus $10 materials fee 
 

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are 
due at time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registra-
tion fee. No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours 
prior to the beginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: 
Name, address, phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send 
birthdate and grade in school, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information.  

WOMEN’S  CHRISTMAS RETREAT:          Leaders:  Lois Lauer and Chef Julie! 
Preparing Our Hearts and Our Hearths for Christmas  
Friday and Saturday, December 3 and 4, 5p.m. to 5p.m. 
Gingerbread Houses, Gumdrop Trees, Sparkling Evergreen Wreaths, and a 
chance to contemplate the meaning behind the bright lights of Christmas--- we 
invite you to our very popular 18th annual women’s Christmas Retreat, which will 
focus on preparing not just our homes, but also our hearts for the holidays.  Featur-
ing Christmas crafts and gourmet treats, fireside fellowship, and time for reflection, 
this women’s retreat is always a wonderful way to get in the spirit of the season.   
Retreat Fee: $116, includes leadership, 3 meals, accommodations, and retreat sup-
plies.  For those who would like to stay over Saturday night for continuing fellowship 
and creativity, we offer an additional $40 second night option.    

http://www.vbartworks.blogspot.com/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_V7_UzagyUsM/SxPvcnLjxOI/AAAAAAAABUY/zq3-lD_iiRY/s400/gingerbread-house-elise.jpg&imgrefurl=http://brixtonlife.blogspot.com/2009/11/holiday-traditions-gingerbread-houses.html&usg=__QJqmyqdb3Ej3m9


In April of 2005 I walked up the steps of The Center heading towards the lodge 
for an interview with Michael Wiggins. My life had taken on new meaning prior to 
walking up those steps. I was there with a sense of urgency in order to save my 
life. I came from a life that alcohol and drugs had become my master. I existed 
only as a shell of a man that the disease of alcoholism had ripped from me the 
very essence of a man I never got to know. In the transition of rehab it was 
brought to my attention this place called The Center and the Pathway program 
they offered for long term recovery to men in my position. I realized the need I 
had for a long term commitment and with a farm to boot it sounded like a place I 
could call home for a while. I was a man with only one direction in mind and that 
was to change the emptiness I felt in the depths of my soul. This place of heal-
ing, as it was described to me, created a sense of belonging from the very mo-

ment I stepped foot on the property. As I walked up those steps something touched me so deep from within I 
truly believe that for the first time in my life I had finally felt what pure love was. By the grace of god I was ac-
cepted in Pathway. This started a journey that to this day still brings tears to my eyes each time I reflect on 
how The Center saved my life. The Center brought such things into my life as faith, humility, service, gratitude, 
hope, joy, and the most important love. While there I constantly saw this willingness from the surrounding com-
munities to help this organization through many activities. I was seeing what it meant to volunteer. This was 
foreign to me for most of my life. I was self-centered and self-serving. I also saw many pathway alumni helping 
in many different areas as well. Whether volunteers or Pathway alumni, I believe to be of service is food for the 
soul. I saw this on a daily basis at The Center and realized this is a key ingredient to the mortar of life. Today I 
have something so ingrained to the very core of who I am that it is vital for me to give back what so freely has 
been given to me. The Center offers me an opportunity on a daily basis to give back whenever I feel the need.  
So many wonderful programs, festivals, camps, farm work, or helping my fellow man that I feel my life has 
been transformed from the loneliness of alcoholism. Through hard work and a relationship with God I was able 
to crawl out of the depths of my soul and begin to truly live a life that I never knew existed. I have the wonder-
ful opportunity of sharing that life with all that I encounter through this beautiful gift called The Center. 
 

Erik we love you! Thank you so much for all you give back to The Center. The Center Staff 

Fellowship Corner Erik Christenson 

FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP 
Can you believe Thanksgiving will soon be here?! You will surely be inspired to begin to 
decorate your home when you come into the Fellowcrafters Gift Shop located in the 
Main Lodge. There you will find the most darling turkeys, completely sewn by hand. 
They would look so cute adorning your table or mantle. Our lovely floral arrangements 
and wreaths will be so welcoming to your Thanksgiving guests. Table runners will add so 
much to your dinner table, and our kitchen towels, in fall designs, would make wonderful 
hostess gifts. New this year is darling pin jewelry in the shape of tiny Indian corn and 
beaded leaf bracelets. The generous and talented Fellowcrafters have been very busy 
creating items for the November 21 Art Show at The Center. We hope to see you there. 
At Thanksgiving and always, we are thankful for you, our loyal customers. 

Happy Thanksgiving from the Fellowcrafters! 
 

You also can find in the gift shop...  
 NEW  2011 CALENDARS ($7) created by Lois Hrejsa and her pen-and-ink students and 

edited by Sonya Snyder. 
 CHAPEL ORNAMENTS with stand ($25) a beautiful replica of the outside of our chapel. 

A great gift for anyone who has shared in our chapel. 
 FAIR TRADE SHOPPING will be available from 11 am to 3 pm Nov 16 in the Great Hall of the 
 lodge.  



http://www.thecenterpalos.org 

  email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

 

(708)361-3650 

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

We invite you to our seventy-seventh Annual Meeting 

Sunday, November 14, 2010 

The evening begins with a memorial Vespers Service at 4:30 p.m. 

followed by a complimentary supper served at 5:30 p.m. 

The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Please join us. 

 

R.S.V.P.  Supper at (708)361-3650 

In order to save money and resources we will not be sending out separate 

invites to our Annual Meeting. We would love you to attend. Please call and 

make a reservation as we take a look at all the wonderful things The Center 

did this past year. 


