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Each year in our Newsletter we try to tell the story of the Wayside Chapel.  In many ways the chapel is the 

center piece of The Center.  Built through gifts of many others it sits on the highest point of The Center over-

looking the property, the activities and the basic beliefs of this place.  It started as a dream of my father’s that 

came to fruition in the very early 1950’s.  It was to be a non-denominational chapel where people, whatever 

their creed or race, could find special meaning and help. 

 

On a sunny summer afternoon, September 24, 1950 at 3:30 pm the chapel was dedicated with the following 

principles: 

 For the loving service of all mankind, regardless of color, creed or race. 

 

 For all who come, troubled in mind and spirit seeking peace of soul and body. 

 

 For those who would seek a place of meditation and quiet. 

 

 For those who would come with praise and thanksgiving for God’s divine blessing. 

 

 For the memory of all those gone before and whose loved ones have shared in this building. 

 

 To the work of God in the world and the advancement of His kingdom. 

 

 To those who work toward the fulfillment of God’s divine plan for all mankind. 

 

Often I am asked, “but what faith does it represent?”  I try to explain what the chapel stands for as best I can.  

It is a place for persons of any faith.  Ron Greene, a Methodist minister, was on our staff for many years.  He 

knows The Center well.  I asked his help in answering that question that has been asked so many times.  Let 

me quote Ron’s answer to that question: 

 

A Place for Persons of Any Faith 

Frank Sanders did me the honor of inviting me to share a thought about The Wayside Chapel as a place for 

persons of all faiths – or no faith.  The question:  What do we have to offer persons of widely different beliefs?  

My answer:  We offer a ringing endorsement of freedom!  Each is free to follow their particular spiritual path. 

 

Each tradition – and indeed, each individual – follows some kind of path through life,  The path that the 

Chapel follows is Christian.  From its foundation The Center has been part of an ever-unfolding Christian tra-

dition.  That’s our identity.  It’s who we are. 

 

As a founding principal we claim that it is our God-given freedom to be “who we are,” and, what is God-given 

is universal!  So, from the core of our being, we defend and encourage everyone’s freedom to be themselves on 

their own spiritual path. 

The Wayside Chapel 



Our foundational faith statement from the Wayside Chapel hymnal has always stayed with me:  “We believe 

that God hath made of one blood all nations of men.”  The words are from the King James translation of Acts, 

Chapter 17, in which Paul, a major founder of our Christian tradition, is speaking to Greek philosophers who 

are not from the Christian tradition.  Pointing to their altar inscribed “To an unknown god,” Paul proclaims 

that this unknown god and his God are one and the same, the “God that made the world and all things 

therein…[who] hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth… in him we 

live, and move, and have our being; [even] as certain [non-Christian Greek] poets have said for we are also 

his offspring.” 
 

As fellow offspring of One God – who made all humans to be one race – and in whom all of us live and move 

and have our being – the Chapel welcomes all and encourages all to draw closer to their God. 
 

The whole atmosphere of the chapel is that of peace and worship.  It stands in living memory to the many 

friends who have been a part of its creation.  It also means a great deal to those whom it serves; to the groups 

who use it for worship services; to those who use if for weddings, baptisms and memorial services – the 

memorable moments of their lives; to those who come for meditation and prayer or to those who come in an 

hour of need seeking an answer to their problems; to all those The Wayside Chapel beckons – Welcome. 

SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP  
Kathy Fontaine donates her time and expertise to The Center, by offering her one-on-one services to 
anyone seeking spiritual direction through prayer, meditation, and dialogue. A good friend of The 
Center for many years, Kathy Fontaine has been trained by the Institute for Spiritual Companionship. 
The cost of Kathy’s spiritual companionship is $20/hour, which Kathy donates to the camp scholar-
ship fund. Please, call the office for details about setting up appointments with Kathy, who is here as 
a spiritual companion all day every Tuesday.  
 
SUNDAY VESPERS IN THE CHAPEL  
Every Sunday, 4:30 p.m.  
We invite you to join us each Sunday for an inter-denominational worship service of music, medita-
tion, and prayer, led by Rev. Frank Sanders, and to join us after the service for cookies and coffee in 
the lodge.  
 

TOASTMASTERS 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, June 3 and 17, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Toastmasters is an opportunity for folks who wish to improve their public communication skills.  If you'd 
like to develop the skills and confidence to stand and speak before groups of people, then we invite you 
to join The Center Toastmaster's Club.  No commitment is necessary to come and observe.  For more 
information, talk to Dave Sanders or Frank Sanders. 
 
WOMANTALK! 
Tuesday, June 30, 10-11:30 pm discussion (Bring a lunch if you’d like to stay for a picnic)  
WOMANTALK! is a wonderfully nurturing and supportive discussion group, focusing on the June 
readings in Sarah Ban Breathnach’s ―Romancing the Ordinary‖ and ―Simple Abundance‖ books, or 
any other inspirational resources that ladies would like to bring to share.  Our focus is on learning to 
live authentically, joyfully, simply, gracefully, and gratefully.  Program cost: $5 



An invitation to all Cosmology and Spirituality participants and others interested in joining us:  

A CELEBRATION OF OUR PLACE IN GOD’S UNIVERSE  

Tuesday evening, July 21, 7:30 – 10 p.m.   

Let us gather for a contemplative evening under the stars!  A new moon will offer us a canopy of stars 

as we pause to reflect upon who we are as children of God within this most wonderful universe. Spiri-

tual Director Chris Hopkins will lead this evening, which will include time for contemplation and walk-

ing Chris’s outdoor labyrinth, time for looking up at the stars, and time for dialogue about the purpose 

of our lives within this modern understanding of the cosmos.   Please pre-register to help us plan the 

evening.  A free will offering will be taken as a gift to The Center. 

 
FELLOWCRAFTERS GIFT SHOP 
Ah June. . . the month during which summer begins at last!  The trees are fully leafed out, and when you 
are here at The Center, you will feel as though you truly are in a cathedral in the woods, as many before 
have described.  So while you are here, we hope you linger a little longer and stop in the Fellowcrafters 
Gift Shop located in the Main Lodge.  It is an enchanting little shop, brimming over with handmade items 
lovingly made right here at The Center.  You may notice new price tags designed by Lois Lauer.  Each 
tag is signed by the Fellowcrafter creating the item.  A photo of all the Fellowcrafters will be displayed in 
the shop, so you can ―meet‖ the person who made a particular item.  Please notice how very happy each 
lady looks, and that is because the ―work‖ we do is truly a labor of love! We hope you enjoy this personal 
touch!  Father’s Day will soon be here, and we have bottles of hot sauce dressed up as little men wearing 
adorable miniature crocheted ponchos and sombreros.  For the men who like to cook, we also have Cen-
ter cookbooks with lots of yummy recipes.  For the gardeners, we have lovely cards containing flower 
seeds.  And for the fathers, or anyone who knew our beloved donkey, Wilbur, we have Wilbur magnets 
(looking just like him!), cards with his photo, and t-shirts and sweatshirts printed with his image.  Happy 
Father’s Day and Happy Summer from the Fellowcrafters! 

Join this generous group of creative ladies! 
1

ST
 and 3

RD
 Tuesdays, June 2 and 16, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Fellowcrafters meet twice each month throughout the year, to make items to sell in the gift shop by 
the front door of the lodge.  The Fellowcrafters have been meeting at The Center for nearly 70 years, 
making wreaths, knitting, crocheting, stitching, and more, to benefit The Center and its programs.  

 
SUMMER WALKING CLUB:  
Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday morning this 
summer, 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
If you’d like to focus on fitness this summer, please join Lois 
Lauer and Kathy Mical for morning walks at the farm and in the 
woods.   Please call ahead, so that we will be able to notify you 
of schedule changes.  Meet on the front porch of the Anderson 
Center at the farm.   
 
WELLNESS BREAKFAST SERIES:  
Based on ―THE WRITER’S DIET 
Writing Yourself Right-Size,” by Julia Cameron  
Every Tuesday morning, June 9 – Aug 18, 7:30 -9 a.m., on 
the Anderson Center front porch at the farm. We’ll join to-
gether to share a simple healthy breakfast and to discuss 
―Artist Way‖ author Julia Cameron’s simple, practical, creative 

approach to weight loss, facilitated by counselor Sharon Butler, MHS, CRADC.   Participants should 
purchase a copy of ―The Writer’s Diet‖ by June 16 (available online or at bookstores.) Program Fee: 
$75 for 10 weeks.  No charge for first intro session on June9 (but please call to register.)  



ANNIVERSARY DINNER AND RENEWAL OF VOWS 
Sunday, June 14 beginning with 4:30 p.m. Vespers 
All June anniversary couples are invited.  The evening will begin with a Vespers Service at 4:30 

p.m. in the Chapel.  After Vespers, the couples will enjoy a gracious candlelight dinner in the lodge 
and then return to the Chapel for the Renewal of their Wedding Vows.  For reservations, send $70 
for dinner for two, to be received no later than June 1. 
 
MIND-BODY FITNESS 
Monday evenings, 6:30 – 8 p.m., at the Anderson Center at the Farm 
Wellness/fitness educator Pam Johnson leads this experience, using the NIA mind-body technique 
which includes the stillness of Tai-chi, the dynamic poses of yoga, the explosive power of martial arts, 
and the grace and spontaneity of ethnic dance.  This class is beneficial for all fitness levels and is de-
signed for the beginner as well as for those who have taken some form of mind-body classes already.  
Pam volunteers her services to lead this healing experience, asking only a free will donation each week.  
Please call to pre-register. 

LOG CABIN CENTER FOR THE ARTS  
Summer Schedule  
June - August 2009  

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL  

(708) 361-3650  

FAMILY TYE-DYE AND MORE!                    Instructor: Shari Wenzel 
Wednesday, June 24, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
Create a Fourth of July Tye-Dye painted shirt to show off your patriotic spirit.  We will also create a few festive 
Independence Day decorations for your home.  Please bring a clean white t-shirt to dye.  Class Fee: $6 per 
person, includes all supplies except t-shirts. 
 

FAMILY POTTERY: Create a family coat hook!                         Instructor: Tom Hill 
2 Wednesday evenings, July 8 and 15, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Each person will have their hand casted, and dried clay pressed into the mold to make a replica of the hand.  
When finished, the hands will be lined up and ready to mount to the wall to create a family coat hook, with a 
personalized hook for each family member. Class Fee: $12 per person, plus $3 materials fee.  
 

FAMILY FAIRY ART                       Instructor: Shari Wenzel 
Wednesday, July 22, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Create your own miniature fairy garden on a terra cotta saucer.  Gather supplies from the natural surround-
ings to make your fairy home one-of-a-kind.  We will also take a hike and create a few fairy homes in the 
woods.  Class Fee: $6 per person, includes all materials. 
 

TEEN POTTERY: Pit-Fire Workshop                                                                    Instructor: Tom Hill 
2 Thursday evenings, June 18 and 25, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.     (for teens, age 13-17) 
Going back in time, this workshop explores the early ―primitive‖ clay and firing techniques that give the funda-
mental foundations to where ceramics is today.  Using earthenware clay, hand-building techniques, and sim-
plified tools, students will create various pieces on the first night of class and then fire the clay in an outdoor 
earthen dug-out kiln on the second night.  Class Fee: $$25 plus $5 materials fee. 
 

ANKLE OR WRIST BRACELETS!                                                                  Instructor: Linda Harty  
Thursday, June 25, 6:30 – 8 p.m.  
Make a beautiful bracelet to show off your tanned summer ankles (or wrists.) Linda will supply a variety of 
beads, silver-plated fittings, and everything you need to create your own jewelry, perfectly sized for your own 
body. Class Fee: $10 plus $12 materials fee  



SUMMER ADULT CLASSES & WORKSHOPS:  The adult summer workshops at the Log Cabin Cen-
ter for the Arts encourage participants to grow and communicate through the artistic process, emphasizing 
hands-on opportunities for creativity and the development of skills as students learn both the techniques 
and joys of artistic expression. Summer workshops often meet outdoors, although the cabins are air-
conditioned to accommodate our summer classes. 
 

THE POTTERY WHEEL                                      Instructor: Tom Hill 
Private lessons will focus on the use of the wheel to learn funda-
mental techniques to make pots.  $35/hour.  (Semi-private for 2 
people: $20 each)  Available for adults or teens, age 13 and up). 
 

GARDEN ART POTTERY                                   Instructor: Tom Hill 
2 Wednesday evenings, June 17 & 24, 6:30—8:30 p.m. and/or  
Wednesday evening, July 29, 6:30—8:30 p.m. 
Let potter Tom Hill help you to create perfect accents to highlight your 
garden.  Have fun designing you own stepping stones, plant markers, 
sculptures, tiles, birdfeeders, toadstools, and more, all using various basic 
pottery hand-building techniques and surface decorations.  The two night 
class will glaze their pieces.  The one-night July 29 class will use terra 
cotta clay with no glazing. Class fees: Two-night workshop: $25 plus $10 
materials fee. One–night workshop: $12.50 plus $5 materials fee. 
 

CREATIVE WRITING                               Instructor: Frank Coughlin 
6 Monday evenings, beginning June 15, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., 
plus introductory session June 8 
or 6 Wednesday afternoons, beginning June 17 , 1-3 p.m., plus 
introductory session June 10 
Writer/poet Frank Coughlin will guide students in work on short stories, memoirs, editorials, journaling, or 
maybe even the beginning of a first novel. Students will write and work on written exercises, and will share 
and critique each other’s writings in a fun and supportive atmosphere. No previous writing experience is 
necessary. Check out the class website: www.want-to-be-writer.blogspot.com. Class fee: $75 for 6 week 
session  (No charge for intro sessions on June 8 or 10, but please call to register for them.)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO WEAVING           Instructor: Nettie Botts 
3 week introductory sessions begin Monday evenings, June 15 and July 6, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
Weaver Nettie Botts teaches students on convenient portable 4-harness table looms, on which they create 
beautiful woven samplers.   Students from previous classes are also welcome and will be assisted in de-
signing their own projects.  Class Fee: $37.50 for each 3 week session, plus $10 materials fee for new weav-
ers’  samplers.  Returning students purchase their own threads for continuing projects 
 

COLLAGE WORKSHOPS                                                                           Instructor: April Schabes  
Artist April Schabes leads these creative workshops in which she encourages you to create your own mixed
-media collages. April sees collage as an opportunity to play in your own world of artistic expression with a 
fun and easy art form!  Class Fee: $19 plus $5 materials fee per workshop 

Bookmarks!   Wednesday afternoon, June 10, 1 – 4 p.m.: These ―bookmark tags with envelopes to 
match‖ make nice little gifts.  And then recycle some envelopes to make  ―Corner Bookmarks.‖  Start 
saving your junk mail envelopes!  These bookmarks slip on a corner of the page and stay put.  Also nice 
for little gifts!  

Lunch Bag Scrapbooks: Wednesday afternoon, July 22, 1 – 4 p.m.: Make a folded-bag scrap-
book from a stack of humble brown bags.  This can be a lovely little themed scrapbook, to document 
any subject you like: garden notes, new recipes, what happened this spring, book of poems, quotes, my 
trip to the zoo, or a quick little gift for a special occasion.   

Memories of Summer:  Wednesday afternoon, August 19, 1 - 4 p.m.: Put memorabilia together 

into a collage.  Start saving ticket stubs, photos, bottle labels, maps, feathers, coins, and other meaning-
ful things you find this summer.  Make photocopies if you choose to saved the originals.  You may end 
up with a lovely remembrance to frame. 



PLEIN AIRE SKETCH and WATERCOLOR FIELD TRIPS                              Instructor: Lois Hrejsa  
Thursdays, June 4 – August 6, 9:30 - 2 p.m.  
Artist Lois Hresja is again offering her special summer schedule of Outdoor Sketch and Plein Aire Painting 
workshops at a variety of wonderful locations.  Everyone paints or draws until noon, and has a group critique 
after lunch. These outdoor classes are for folks with some art experience. Participants usually bring a sack 
lunch or a potluck lunch. Sometimes the group dines out in a restaurant. Students often arrange to meet at 
The Center to carpool to distant locations.  
 

Please pre-register by calling The Center, as a courtesy to the hosts who invite us to their homes.  Please 
pay upon arrival at each session with a check made payable to The Center (no cash please.)  Bring your art 
supplies and a folding stool or chair. Lunch details and driving directions are available at The Center office for 
those who register. Class Fee: $20 per session.  

 

June 4 Sally Cooper’s, Lake Point Tower, Chicago  
June 11  Garden of Dan and Sharon Morley, Camp Palos                
June 18  Garden of Judy Lewis, Glen Ellyn  
June 25  No class                                   
July 2  Home and garden of Judy and Roger Carlson, Frankfort    
July 9   Landmarks near Geneva  
July 16   Home of Elena Cabral, Coal City  
July 23   Lurie Gardens, Millennium Park, Chicago    
July 30  Home and Woodlands of Dan and Sonya Snyder, Palos Park  
Aug 6   Downtown Riverside 

 

PAPERMAKING WORKSHOPS                                                          Instructor: Marilyn VandenBout  
Papermaking students hand-dip a variety of papers of various colors, shapes, and plant fibers.  

Basic Papermaking: Wednesday afternoon, June 17, 1-3 p.m. Learn to hand-dip and couch paper, 

using molds and deckles in vats of colorful paper pulp. 

Papyrus and Paper: Wednesday evenings, July 29 and August 5, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.:  Learn the 
difference between paper and papyrus, by making several sheets of each! 

Class Fee: $12.50 plus $5 materials fee  
 

PAPER-FOLDING WORKSHOPS                   Instructor: Ann Fowler  
Fellowcrafter Ann Fowler shares the secrets of her beautiful paper-folded 
creations.  

Birthday Cards: Thursday morning June 18, 9:30a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Each student will complete four cards: one with washi paper, one with a 
bird transparency, and two with precut shapes, a purse and a flip card.   

Cards for Men: Thursday morning, July 23, 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. Each 
student will complete four masculine cards: one with an outdoor transpar-
ency, one with an iris-folded star, one with a precut vest shape, and one 
with washi paper. 

Class Fee: $16 per workshop plus $6 materials fee per workshop  
 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS  Instructor: Rick Steffen 
Basics of Photography: Monday, June 15, 6:30 – 9 p.m.: 

Indoor session to discuss the use of your camera and its settings.   If you 
have a camera, bring it.   

The Tools of the Nature Photographer: Monday, June 22, 6:30 – 9 p.m.: 
Outdoor session demonstrating how to use your camera and accessories.  Come and learn how the pros 
get the great images you see in nature magazines. Bring your camera. 

Field Techniques of the Nature Photographer:  Monday, June 29, 6:30 – 9 p.m.:  
Outdoor session, exploring interesting subject matter, exposure, and composition. Bring your camera. 

Nature Photography Review: Monday, July 6, 6:30-9 p.m.:  
Indoor session to critique your photos projected on the big screen.  

Class Fee: $60 for series, or $16 per session  



PLEIN AIRE WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS                                               Instructor: Lenox Wallace 
These outdoor workshops will take place at Lake Katherine Nature Preserve, with a special focus on brush 
handling to create the intimation of trees, water, foliage, and flowers.  Intended for painters with some previ-
ous experience.  Meet at Lake Katherine. 

Tuesday and Thursday, July 21 and 23, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, August 20 and 21, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Class Fee: $50 for each 2-day workshop.  Bring your lunch and art supplies and stool. 
 

BASKETMAKING                                                                                               Instructor: Ann Fowler   
These workshops are designed to be appropriate for either beginning or intermediate level students, who will 
weave and shape beautiful baskets.  

Basic Basketry:  Thursday, June 25, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. A great project for beginning basket-makers.  
Make an 8 ½‖ x 7‖ round basket with your choice of colored accent reed.  Class Fee: $ 25 plus $4 materi-
als fee.  Bring a lunch. 

Mini Wall Basket: Thursday morning, August 13, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon: Make a flat basket with 
pegs or hooks to hang keys, with wire design or whimsy accent.  

Class Fee: $16 plus $5 materials fee. 
 

―OPEN WEAVE‖ mornings for Basketry students 
Tuesday mornings, June 16 - July 7, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Come work on your basket project or finish up 
those baskets that are not quite done.  Studio Fee: $12.50 per day, plus materials. 
 

QUILTING WORKSHOPS                                            Instructor: Denise Dulzo  
Master quilter Denise Dulzo will help each student to create a beautiful hand-quilted 
project. Students need to purchase their own fabrics before the first class.   

Chatelaine Caddies: Wednesday afternoon, June 24, 1 – 4 p.m.:  For ex-
perienced quilters.  Make a Chatelain to wear around your neck for  your scissors, 
needles, thread, and thimbles.    

Quilted Tablemats: Wednesday afternoon, August 12, 1-4 p.m.: A great in-

troduction to quilting for beginners, although experienced quilters are welcome also.  
Make a quilted 12‖ tablemat, and in the process learn the basics of quilting!   
Class Fee: $19 for each workshop.  Bring your own machine. Lists of required fabrics 
and supplies are available in the office. 

September 4 and 5 
Rummage Sale at the farm. As you clean your house, garage, and/or basement this summer, please save your 
flea market items AND CLOTHES to help us have a great sale in the fall. Due to limited storage space we will not 
be able to take your donations until August 18th. Thanks for your understanding and continued support!!!!  

Pre-registration is required for all Log Cabin classes and workshops. Class and materials fees are due 
at time of registration. All class fees include a $10 non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee. 
No refunds or transfers of fees are available for cancellations made less than 24 hours prior to the 
beginning of class. To register by mail, send check and the following information: Name, address, 
phone, cell phone, email, name and date/time of class, and if registration is for a child, send birth-date 
and grade in school this fall, plus parents’ names and emergency contact information. 
 
 
In September, we will resume a full schedule of weekly and seasonal classes in Calligraphy, Pottery, 
Silver Jewelry, Basketry, Watercolor, Woodcarving, Drawing, Nature Photography, Weaving, Collage, 
Papermaking, Tole Painting, Gourd-craft, Beaded Jewelry, Poetry, Creative Writing, Printmaking, 
Quilting, Artist’s Way, Family Art, and Wreathmaking, and also hope to add Lapidary, Pastel, Stitch-
ing, and Knitting classes to the schedule.  Children’s classes will be offered on Saturday mornings 
during the school year.  



Expressing the beauty of life and nature ...is a summer opportunity for pre-
school children through 9th graders, featuring an immersion in the com-
bined worlds of art and nature. The children will explore the Children's 
Farm and its surrounding natural areas, such as the pine forest, the oak 
and maple woods, the fields, the prairie, the marsh, and the creek. These 
areas provide not only the subject matter for the young artists, but also 
provide fun and action, inspiration, and raw materials. The classes are 
kept small in order to encourage individual self-expression. The children 
will draw and paint, plus experience a variety of other artistic media such 
as pottery, tie-dyeing, paper-making, and printmaking. Each child is en-
couraged to bring a personal sketchbook. Class Fee $100 each 2-week 
session.  
 

Instructors:  Grades Pre-K – K:Jennifer Rodriguez, Donna Saraz  
  Grades 1-2: Jennifer Denham  
  Grades 3-4: Maggie Martin  
  Grades 5-9: Elizabeth Halbauer 
 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday mornings  
for two weeks: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.  

Session 1: June 22-July 3  
Session 2: July 6– 17  
Session 3: July 20 – July 31 
Session 4: August 3 – August 14  
 

In order for children to explore many different natural 
areas and all of the artistic experiences available, we 
encourage you to sign up for multiple sessions 

LOOKING FOR 

A CREATIVE BIRTHDAY PARTY? 
Celebrate at the Art Center, with creative 

projects led by our art staff.  Talk to one 

of the art teachers or call Lois Lauer to 

schedule your child’s party today! 

Art birthday parties cost $10 per child  
plus $2 – 5 for materials,  

depending on project choice. 



THE GREYHOUNDS ARE COMING  
TO THE CHILDREN’S FARM!!   

Saturday, July 18
th

 
9:00a.m.- 2:00p.m. 

You’ll be in awe when you meet these sweet & gentle 
retired racers!  These 45 m.p.h. ―couch potatoes‖ make 
superb pets.  They deserve good homes with people 
that will return their unconditional love & devotion.  We’ll 
be here to answer any questions.  So, come mingle 
with them & enjoy the day.  Who knows…. maybe you’ll 
be the next proud owner of one of these spectacular 
hounds. 

Come to the Farm  

for an afternoon dedicated to Dads! 
 

Sunday, June 21st is Father’s Day and in honor 

of all the wonderful Father’s in our lives, we are 

offering free admission to all Dads.   
 

Open from 1pm to 4pm. 

Admission is $4.50 (under 2 free) 

Fathers are Free!! 

South Cook 4H Fair 
Saturday, July 25

th 
 

9am – 3pm 
 

The South Suburban Cook County 4H Fair 
is going to be held at The Children’s Farm!  
The day will be filled with 4H exhibits from 
hundreds of children involved with South 
Cook 4H clubs.  Exhibits include but are not 
limited to, small and large animals, visual 
arts, photography, pottery, electricity, and 
cake decorating.   
 
The 4H fair board has lots of entertaining 
activities planned throughout the day.  
Some of the attractions are the University of 
Illinois’ science bus, Greyhounds Only Res-
cue Group, kids games, and a talent show. 
 
Come cheer on our Home of the Clovers 4H 
members as they compete in the South 
Cook 4H Fair! 

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool 
Our theme for the month of May was along the shores, which incorporated learning all about seashores, 
pond shores, lakeshores, and slough shores.  We even found some shells along our slough.  We also re-
leased many painted lady butterflies that we hatched in the classroom.  How fun for the children! 
 

Our end of the year was spectacular.  We had a Wild, Wild West theme.  The children wore rainbow t-shirts 
they all made using their handprints, along with rainbow colored bandanas and jeans. We were sad to see 
many of our students go off to kindergarten, but we wish them the very best in the years to come and hope 
they will take many wonderful memories with them.  Please come visit us from time to time.  We will wel-
come back our many returning students in September along with quite a few new students. 
 

We are breaking ground for our nature-based playground, which we are very excited about and still fundrais-
ing for as there are many facets of it to come in the future.   
 

Farm and Nature Discovery Preschool is also pleased to announce that we are having our very first 2-week 
summer program that will be held from June 8 – June 19th.  Please check to see if there may be spots avail-
able for that.   
 

There certainly are spots available for September for any child, ages 3 – 5 who is potty trained.  Please call 
Kristin at the school for information or a tour.  708-361-8933 



FARM & RANCH CAMPS (for boys and girls ages 9 - 14)  

OUTDOOR LEADERS-IN-TRAINING (teens ages 15-17)  
Beginning our 73rd season on Sunday, June 21st!  

One hundred and sixty eager campers will experience the healthy 

natural atmosphere of "life at the farm" during one of the camp's 

four two-week sessions. The young Farm Campers (ages 9-12) will 

enjoy horse-back riding, 

farm animals, camp craft, hayrides, nature hunts, games, 

songs, and new friends. The teenage Ranch Campers (age 

13-14) will enjoy two weeks of trail rides and horseman-

ship, while the older teens (ages 15-17) will canoe, hike, 

and lead activities as part of our Outdoor Leaders-In-

Training program. Each camp session ends with a farm 

camp animal show and ranch camp "rodeo," that is coor-

dinated by the Outdoor Leaders-In-Training. Anyone in-

terested in the camp is invited to come to the farm and 

watch the fun at the end of each camp session:  

Camp Rodeos: Fridays, July 3, July 17, July 31, and August 14, 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

CAMP STAFF: Do you know a talented college  

student or graduate looking for a summer job? 
At the time of this writing, we are still in need of a camp 
wrangler (min age 18) and a Ranch Camp program director 
(min age 21).  Please help—if you know of an energetic, 
friendly, compassionate, fun-loving, amazing young person 
with good horsemanship and leadership skills, please tell 
them to contact Lois Lauer at The Center, 708-361-3650, or 
email loislauer@sbcglobal.net.   

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS  
Thanks to the generosity of a whole community of friends, we are well 

on our way to our goal of $38,000 for scholarship funding. This funding will 
provide wonderful camp experiences for children who would otherwise be fi-
nancially unable to attend. The Camp Committee has worked hard to host 
family nights, to sell plants and t-shirts, and to recruit donors to the fund. 
Thanks to all who have helped and to the generous donors of our matching 
funds. A special thanks this year to Dave Sanders and Mark Walker for their 
―weekend in barn with the pigs‖ and to all of the donors to the ―Barn to Be 
Wild‖ fundraiser.  

The children who attend camp will enjoy opportunities that have a 
powerful and positive impact on their lives: twelve days of fresh air, caring 
leaders, healthy food, wholesome learning, group laughter, and new friends. 
If you have not yet made a contribution to the scholarship fund, your donation 
will help us reach our goal! Your contribution will be matched dollar-for-dollar 
by our matching fund. We thank you for enabling us to provide this very 
worthwhile program. 

The Camp Wish List:  
(please think of us 

when you clean this 
spring!)  

Used horse tack,  
cowboy boots, leather 
scraps, craft supplies, 
sheets or large pieces 
of fabric, volleyballs, 

softballs, butterfly nets, 
frisbees, tents, camping 

gear, cast-iron cook-
ware, gardening tools,  
canoes, canoe trailer, 

canoe paddles, &  
nature magazines. 

yum—strawberries from the camp garden!  Meagan Maricle and  

Jessie Schaar return to lead another great summer at camp. 

mailto:loislauer@sbcglobal.net


Summer Junior Farmers 
An outdoor opportunity for children to learn and play while enjoying life on the farm! 

 

Children, ages 3 to 8, can enjoy two weeks of sunshine and fresh air while participating in one of the 

four summer sessions offered.  Children will meet up to 3 hours per day, three days a week.  Summer 

Junior Farmers will pick clover for the rabbits, gather fresh eggs from the chickens, brush the ponies 

and the goats; all while enjoying summertime at the farm.   
 

They’ll explore the barns and 60 acres of crops and wildlife. 

They’ll touch, they’ll learn, they’ll enjoy! 
 

Summer Sessions 
June 22 – July 3 

July 6 – July 17 

July 20 – July 31 

August 3 – August 14 
 

Ages 3-6:  

M, W, & F afternoons 

1-2 pm or 2:30 – 3:30 pm  

$84 
 

Ages 6-8 

M, W, & F mornings 

9 am – 12 noon 

$200 

I applied for a job in the office in 1967 because I was looking for a “different” 
kind of job in a “different” kind of place.  Well, The Center certainly turned out to 
be that for me and it captured my spirit.  It also influenced my later career 
choices as I became a counselor in the recovery field. 
 

I have stayed involved here in many ways, and I have had the experience of 
knowing three generations of Sanders, from Sandy to Frank and now Dave.  All 
three have led The Center in their own unique way and made it what it is today. 
 

I was married here and my two children were christened here and grew up with 
The Center as part of our family life.  My daughter in turn was married here and 
her children have also been involved in the farm, the camp, and the preschool 
programs. 
 

I have stayed connected over the years by participating in classes and various 
groups and nature activities and have found fellowship and a feeling of being 
part of something creative, nurturing and positive.  Now that I’m retired, I look 
forward to ongoing adventure and discovery with all The Center has to offer. 
 

Thanks Sharon, for volunteering as an art center hostess, as the leader for our 
summer wellness breakfast series, and as an always cheerful participant and 
volunteer at retreats, classes, festivals, and anytime you walk up the path to The 
Center.  We are so glad that The Center “captured your spirit” so many years 
ago---you’ve become part of that Spirit, and we appreciate your helping to pass 
it on to others.  —The Center staff 



http://www.thecenterpalos.org 

  email: centerpalospark@sbcglobal.net 

 

The Chicago Southwest Suburban Community 

Parish and Community Center Foundation 

12700 Southwest Highway, Palos Park, IL 60464 

Saturday, June 6th, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

Kick off a summer of fun at the farm at our 21st 
annual summertime festival, centered around a 
Green Fair of environmental organizations and 
vendors of environmentally-friendly products, 
plus garage sale vendors, flea market vendors, 
and craft vendors. Plus... Horse rides, Hayrides, 
Crafts, and Games for kids, tours of the animal 
barns, country music Great food, including fresh 
lemonade and watermelon. 
 

Volunteers are needed to contribute baked items 
for the bake sale and to lead horse rides, to help 
with kid‘s games and crafts, and to help in the 
animal barns. 
 

Plan to bring the whole family. Bring a big smile! 
Enjoy a summer day at the farm! Festival admis-
sion: $4/adult and $2/child 
 

Spread the word— 
THIS is the way to start the summer!!! 


